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PREFACE 


This book was first published in 1909. It was intended 
for use in the higher forms of Secondary Schools as well 
as in the College classes. It aimed at giving- in simple 
narrative form a short, up-to-date and correctly propor- 
tioned account of the social and political history of ancient 
India, free from unimportant details, in order that the 
memory of the student might not be burdened with unes- 
sential names, dates and facts. Special attention was paid 
to the interpretation of the influence of environment, and 
* of geographical conditions especially, on the course of 
Indian history. An attempt was also made to exhibit the 
relation of cause and effect, and to trace the growth of 
movements and ideas. Due prominence was given to 
the history of South India, and to the influence of the 
non-Aryan element on the evolution of Indian culture 
and politics. A chronological table giving the annals of 
politics and culture, a carefully prepared list of references 
for advanced study and a full index were other features 
of the book. i 

-v 

These aims and features have bifen retained in all sub- 
sequent revisions. In accordance with its p]an, every 
revision has been carried out without adding materially 
to the bulk. ?» 
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INTRODUCTION 


Historical Geography of India 

1. The lives of nations, as of men, are to a large 
extent moulded by their surroundings. It will there- 
fore be useful to begin the study of Indian history by 
realizing - some of those outstanding features of the 
Geography of India which have influenced ft. 

2. In shape India is a three-cornered peninsula resting 
on one side of a large irregular quadrilateral, which has 
the Himalayan double wall for its parallel Jndia ^ ^ 
side. The western and eastern sides of this graphical 
four-sided figure are formed by the moun- un,t ' 

tain ranges guarding the north-west and the north-east 
frontiers, while the two sides of the peninsula are 
washed by the ocean. India is thus surrounded by 
natural defences, which protect it and give to the whole 
of the vast tract contained between these limits a geo- 
graphical unity which would otherwise be missing. 

3. These barriers are not, however, impassable. The' 
mountain walls on the north, north-west and north-east 
are pierced by many openings, through 

some of which access to the adjoining lands gateways, 
is possible, while the broad seas offer no bar to the 
approach of seafaring people. The high elevation of 
the Himalayan passes, as well as the barrenness of the 
lands to which they lead, has not made them the gate- 
ways through which immigrants have found their way 
into India. The Hindu Kush passes offer similar diffi- 
culties. On the north-east dense trackless forests have 
made access to India through them almost impossible. 
On the other hand, the comparatively low elevation 
of the mountain passes on the north-west of India has, 
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History of India 

in spite of their ruggedness, sterility and difficulty, and 
the dry and thirsty desert plateaux, made them the 
historic approaches through which successive hordes of 
incomers have found their way into India. And in quite 
modern times, with the rise and growth of the maritime 
spirit among European nations, India has been entered 
by their pioneers through the unprotected coasts of the 
south and south-west, as well as the mouths of the 
great deltaic streams of Bengal. 

4. The situation of India relatively to other countries 

is also noteworthy. It stands in the middle of the 

peninsular system of South Asia. Its 

In* Asia* 100 nort ^ ern ar >d western provinces have thus 

had facilities of access to the Iranian and 

Central Asian uplands, Arabia, and the lands watered 

by the Euphrates and the Nile — the sites of some of the 

great empires of ancient and mediaeval times. 

' 5. The inhabitants of countries with indented coasts 

{forming natural harbours) and adjacent island groups 

* are naturally drawn to the sea and to a sea- 

Indla not a f ar i n p- iif e . Such features are absent in 
*ea.power. * . ... 

India. Its massive wedge-lilce form is 

thrust into the ocean, and its coast-line is practically 

unbroken and harbourless. The estuaries of its great 

rivers are generally unfit for navigation, being shallow 

and silt-covered. Hence, throughout its long history, 

India has not given birth to any maritime power, while 

it has itself become, in modern times, the prize in the . 

conflict of the seafaring nations of Europe. 

6. Next to the mighty ramparts which guard it on 
the north, north-west, and north-east, the parts of India . 

which have been historically of the most 
rivenTand importance are its fertile river plains... Of 
plains. . these the largest is the Indo-Gangetic plain, 
which - stretches from the Indian Ocean to the Bay of 
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Bengal, over seventeen hundred miles, and is watered 
by the three great Indian rivers and their affluents. 
The rainfall and the soil of both slopes of the Hima- 
layas, as well as of a good part of the Central Indian 
highlands, are brought to and spread over this area .by. 
these rivers, their feeders, and branches. A vast flat 
stretch of tropical country, which if waterless would 
not sustain life, is thereby turned into the most fertile, 
densely peopled, and wealthy part of India. To these 
rivers North India owes everything. If we give a 
thought to what it would be if it had had no such 
rivers, we can easily understand the gratitude, love, 
and reverence with which countless generations have 
iooked on them. This is specially so of the Ganges, 
whose grandeur and helpfulness have endeared it to 
the people, and naturally drawn and held the loving 
worship of generations who have seen in it a friendly 
divinity (Gangti-mnta, “Mother Ganges”). 

7. In hot countries water is considered the most 
essential requisite for the support of plant and animal 
life. Population tends, therefore, to converge in well- 
watered and to be sparse in arid tracts. A sluggish 
river, whose flow is unimpeded by rocks or cataracts, 
furnishes a cheap natural waterway. Trade and 

dominion generally follow the course of such a river, 
and a tendency is set up for the commercial and 
political union of the peoples inhabiting the country 
• through which it flows. Capital towns and trading 
centres are formed along its banks. Conquerors, 

. occupying important parts in its course (the head, the 
. centre, or the mouth), find it easy to extend their rule 
over the rest of the area watered by it. We shall find 
these truths are amply illustrated in Indian history, 
principally by the fortunes of the land watered* by tile 
Ganges and its affluents, and to a smaller extent by 
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that of the basins of other deltaic rivers, like the Indus, 
the Godavari and the Kaveri. 

8. Hindustan is separated from the uplands of the 
Dakhan, which lie almost at the very centre of India, 
.. _ , , by a fivefold barrier formed bv the troughs 

of the Narbada and the Tapti, the Vindhyan 
and the Satpura mountain walls, and the dense jungle 
lying to the south of the Central Provinces. This 
cleavage has resulted in a tendency to keep North 
Indian history apart from that of the Dakhan. The 
separation would have historically become permanent, 
if the defences had been more complete and effective. 
But the Vindhya and Satpura mountains are com- 
paratively of low elevation, and rise gradually from the 
adjacent plains, while the Narbada and the Tapti are 
fordable in several places, and in later years the Vindh- 
yan jungle ceased to be impassable. Hence great powers 
ruling over Hindustan have not found it hard to extend 
their dominion over the Dakhan, and to retain posses- 
sion of it so long as they continued strong. Conversely, 
a great power rising in the Dakhan has also been able 
to swoop over North India and attempt its conquest, 
as was done by the Marathas. But otherwise the 
histories of the Dakhan and Hindustan had been un- 


influenced by each other. 

9. The plateau of the Dakhan is continued in the 
upland of Mysore, which forms its southern and most 
elevated part. Below it to the east and 
South India. wes j j; e _ an D p cn country stretching to the 

sea, shut out from the Malabar coast by a high chain 
of mountains and intersected by the Eastern Ghats, 
which are less continuous and less elevated than the 
Western. The descent from the highlands of Mysore 
to the 'plains is more abrupt towards the west than 
towards the south or the cast. Hence Mysore has 
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Burma. .Both these countries, as well as Afghanistan 

OuHvIng ( which is now a separate kingdom) and 
provinces— Ceylon (now a separate Crown colony), may 

and^Burma re £ arc * e ^ historically as the adjuncts or 
approaches to India. Of these, Baluchistan, 
now waterless and barren, appears, many hundreds of 
years ago, to have possessed a good rainfall, and to 
have been fertile and prosperous. The remains of 
ancient embankments, terraces, and great irrigation 
works, which are still to be seen in that waterless region, 
point to this. The lower course of the Indus also then 
lay amidst fertile and wooded lands, and its main channel 
flowed considerably to the east of its present course in 
the Great Salt Run. These and the existence of lost 
rivers (like the Saraswati) made the country leading to 
and from Baluchistan a fruitful and pleasant region .; 1 
Communications with Ceylon, too, were then easier, as 
it was accessible at low water by dry land over the 
celebrated Setu (“Adam's” or Rama's Bridge). Burma 
was also accessible by the Arakan coast. These facts 
will explain how intercourse between these lands and 
India was kept up in early days, and how these countries 
occasionally received the overflow of the Indian 
population. 

1 The remarkable finds by Sir John Marshall, in 1924, at Harappa 
and Mohenjo-Dara in S.W. Panjab confirm this view. They include 
the. vestiges of a forgotten civilization, which some scholars claim 
•to be as old as the fourth millennium before Christ. 
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Tfic People — Non-Aryans 

I. Wi: still know very little about the earliest inhabitants 
of India. Scholars who have made a careful study of 
the subject consider the population of India ^ nc j a , 
to be the result of the racial mingling' which mixture 
has gone on for ages. Physical charactcris- ,n Ind,n> 
ties peculiar to each of the three great families into 
which mankind is usually grouped, viz., the “white” or 
Caucasian, the “yellow” or Mongolian, and the “black” 
«»r Negro, are to be found in India, either in their purity 
or in different grades of fusion. Members of all these 
families arc therefore held to have at some time or other 
peopled India. 

2. Migrations into India in the remote past were 

probably neither sudden nor violent. Fresh 

immigrants would therefore be slowly nb- lhc earliest 1 

sorbed bv the existing population. In course migrations 
•- .. ,• . 1 r info India, 

of time Inc new surroundings and modes of 

life would also begin to affect the appearance and racial 
traits of these incomers, and the difference between them 
and the previous inhabitants would become obscure. A 
strong race would often impose on its weaker neighbours 
its language, customs, and manner of living; and thus, 
in course of time, the descendants of different races 
would be found speaking the same tongue or following 
the same customs. The disappearance of these racial 
landmarks would make the study of origins very difficult". 
In such cases accurate descriptions arc out of the ques- 
tion and broad surmises arc alone possible. % This is 
the case especially with the Indian peoples. 
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3. Those who have made a study of changes in the 
surface of the earth tell us that many thousand years 

Changes in ago the a PP earance of India was very 
the out lues different from what it is now. It was then 
of India. being changed into its present form. A 
stretch of land linked it with South Africa and per- 
haps also with Australia. This land connection, after 
lasting many thousands of years, was afterwards 
broken, and it subsided beneath the ocean. India then 
assumed its present outlines. 

4. During this remote period India appears to have 
been inhabited. Artificial markings, which must have 

The earliest ^ een ma ^ e by men, have been found on trees 
Inhabitmts buried under the matter thrown out by the 
of India. i on g ex tinct volcanoes of the Dakhan. 

5. Who these people were we do not know. It has 
been surmised that they belonged to the group now 
represented by the Andamanese, viz. a branch of the 
Negro family. As the physical traits peculiar to this 
family are met with in many parts of India, while no 
distinct Negro languages have been discovered in it, 
it has also been suggested that these were either 
natives of the country or the earliest arrivals in it, 
and that they were merged in later immigrants. 
Roughly chipped weapons of flint, as well as rude 
burial mounds and circles of unhewn stones which 
are to be found throughout the peninsula, arc assigned 
to these people. 

6. Next to these, if not equal to them in antiquity, 
are the members of the widespread group now generally # 

called “Dravidian.” Some learned men con- . 
The “Dravi* s j ( i er these to be the original inhabitants of 
< -ns. India. Others believe them to hn\'C come in- 

to India* through the north-west and north-east frontiers, 
or south through the submerged Indo-African tract. The 
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question is a difficult one to settle, but it is not of very 
great importance. Some points about the Dravidians 
are, however, clear. They were once dominant all over 
India, as may be inferred from members of the group 
being now found from the Ganges to Ceylon, in vary- 
ing degrees of purity of blood. Their earliest members 
spoke an old language which is now assigned to the 
family called the Munda, or (sometimes) the Kolarian. 
The relationship between this language and the original 
Dravidian language, the parent of the modern languages 
of South India, is not clear and well established. But 
those who spoke the Munda languages were as Dravidian 
in blood as those later members of the race who spoke 
the Dravidian parent-tongue from which all modern 
Dravidian languages are derived. 

7. The Santals of Chota Nagpur in Bengal, and the 
Paniyans of Malabar, are held to approach most closely 
to the primitive or pure Dravidian type. The early 
Dravidians would therefore appear to have been a 
short, dark-skinned people, with black eyes, broad 
noses and plentiful hair. All those who speak Dravidian 
languages at the present day do not possess these 
traits. This is, however, because the original type has in 
their cases become gradually modified by mixing with 
other races, like the Mongolians or the Indo-Europeans. 

8. Members of the yellow or Mongolian family 
appear to have entered India later. Their original 
home lay in China, on the upper waters of The «. Mon 
the Yangtse and the Hoangho. Branches golian” im- 
of this race entered Tibet and Indo-China, mi £ ran * s - 
and some of these found their way into India over 
the Himalayas and the mountains of the north-east, 
where they are still most clearly seen. Centuries later, 
during historic times, tribes of the same race { e.g . the 
Huns) again entered India, but from the north-west, 
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and some of them got so far south as the Dakhan. 
A large Mongolian element was thus introduced into 
the Indian population, where it has remained for 
hundreds of years, mixed in varying proportions with 
the other races. 

9. The next immigrants were the memorable people 
known in histoiy as the Aryans. Before these invaders 

many of the backward aboriginal tribes 
"Aryans.” ret ‘ re d into the mountains and forests, where 
their descendants still continue to follow 
their primitive customs. But the bulk of the old popula- 
tions did not share their fate. The natural bulwarks of 
India made it difficult for invaders to move with their 
families, especially when they marched in small bodies. 
Many Aryans seem to have been in this plight, and 
had therefore to choose wives from the natives of the 
country. In this manner race barriers broke down, 
and a new Indo-Aryan people came into being, into 
whose body many of the older and cultivated tribes 
gradually became merged. 

10. The Aryan invasion marks a turning-point in the 

historv of India. The new-comers in course of time 
* • 

imposed their language, customs and religion on the 
older inhabitants of the country, who thus became 
“Aryanized.” The prevailing element in later Indian 
civilization became Aryan. But the Dravidian popula- 
tion was not uninfluential. Many of the Dravidian 
tribes with whom the Aryans came in touch had , 
already attained to a large measure of civilization, and 
the two races had therefore much to learn of each other. 

11. During the ages preceding the Aryan immtgra- . 
tion most of the Dravidian aborigines had passed 
Primitive through the earlier stages of civilizat ; on. 
“Dravidien” Their most ancient members seem to have 
culture. use< ] polished flint weapons, i.e. belonged to 
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the “new stone They appear !o have also under- 

stood the art of making rude, ungb'zcd potter)'. From 
using stone implements they took to using iron, which 
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(/•;•,»« the lit ecki Cotfeetion in the Madras Museum.) 
they found in large quantities in the peninsula. Copper 
and bronze became known to them only much later. 

12. A broad gap of time lies between the people of 
the iron age and the earliest cultivated Dravidians. 
The stage of culture attained by these is disclosed by 
a study of the pre-Aryan words in the Dravidian 
languages. Such a study shows that they knew agri- 
culture and all the common arts of life, including cotton- 
weaving and dyeing; that they lived in small villages, 
and were ruled by petty chiefs; that they believed in 
a supreme power, to whom they built temples, but also 
worshipped with bloody sacrifices (often human) a host 
of evil spirits and "devils.!’ They appear, further, to 
have had no hereditary priesthood, to have been able 
to count up to a hundred and calculate the year by 
the moon, to have used the ordinary metals (except 
tin and zinc), to have been able to build canoes and 
boats and even small ships, and to have delighted in 
love and war. 
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The People — Aryans 

1. Upon a country thus peopled did the wonderful 
race^known to history as the “Aryans” descend. They 
belonged to an illustrious family which has 

Europeans.” now s P reacl over the entire world, and from 
which the ruling peoples of Europe as well 
as southern and western Asia are derived. From this 
circumstance this large group is generally called Indo- 
European. A section of this family which ultimately 
occupied Persia and India called itself Aryan, from an' 
old word which denoted noble birth. 

2. Scholars are not agreed as to the original dwelling- 
place of the Indo-Europeans. 1 Recent researches point 
to the common borderland of Europe and 
Their original Asia — the steppes of South Russia — as per- 
haps their oldest habitation. There they 
appear to have lived for ages leading the lives of «a 

1 A learned scholar of Poona, Mr. Bal Gangadhar Tilak, tried 
to prove in two ingenious works that the original home of the 
Vedic Aryans lay in the Arctic regions, and that the Aryan civili- 
zation and parts of the Veda should be put many centuries before 
their usually accepted dates (third and second millenniums b.c.). 
His conclusions have not been generally accepted. A similar 
conclusion was reached by Professor H. Jacobi proceeding on 
the astronomical data furnished by Vedic literature. Dr, P. Giles 
has more recently urged in the Cambridge History of India, Vol. I, 
the theory of a home for the earliest Aryans (Weiros) on the 
Danube. The traditional Hindu view that the Aryans were not 
invaders has been revived and supported in recent years by some 
scholars in India and in Europe, but on grounds which arc not 
convincing. 
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time barred their further progress, and appeared- 
to them to be a vast gathering of waters, like the sea.- 
They therefore called it the Sindhu (literally, the stream), 
and their land became known as the land of the Sindhu. 
The Iranians (Persians) called the river and the country 
watered by it Hendu , and from it the modern Persian 
name Hind takes its origin. .The Greeks, who followed 
the Persians, called the river Indos, and the people Indot. 
From this the modern name India is derived. 

6. It is also now believed that after the first bands 
of Aryan invaders from the Kabul valley had settled 

with their families in the Panjab, a second 
stream of ^ ut more compact body of the same people 
Aryan innni- v/ho had reached the headwaters of the Oxus 
gration. an( ] t he high tableland of the Pamirs, forced 
probably by causes similar to those leading to the first 
migrations, entered India by the difficult routes in Gilgit 
and Chitral, and, skirting the base of the mountains, made 
their way into the plains of the Ganges and the Jumna. 
From the rough nature of the country through which 
they passed, it is inferred that they were not followed 
by their women and children, and that after settling 
in the Gangetic plain they took to themselves wives 
from the dusky aborigines of the country — the Dravi- 
dians. The descendants of these unions passed as 
Aryans, and to them much of the credit for the so-called 
“Aryan” progress is now assigned. 

7. It was no rude or savage people which thus entered 
India. Even in their Russian home the Indo-Europeans 

had attained to a fair degree of culture. 
Early Aryan Words, the roots of which are common to 

all Indo-European languages, and which may 
therefore be considered their common possession, point 
to this. » Even in those remote times the ancestors of 
the “Aryans” of Iran and India knew how to till the 
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whose favour thi_\ Hied to win In prayers, spells, and 
sacrifices, to ghe themselves and tlicii flocks, which 
formed their wealth and mainstay in life, prosperity and 
secure abodes. Composed at various times and under 
different conditions, this great treasury of sayings and 
hymns is wanting in order, unity and system. Learned 
men in later centuries made a selection of these (since 
. many of the hymns which represented a long-forgotten 
condition of Aryan life had already become unintelligible), 
and divided and arranged them into four great enllcc- 
. lions f Siimhila ) — the Rig, the Santa, the Vajur, and the 
Alharva sumhilas — usually known ns the four Vedas. 

f). From the fact of the Vedas in their present form 

1 Hmce die name Sruti ("what is heard”), applied to ifte Vedas 
ns a whole. 
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being- only collections of existing, songs, prayers and 
spells, it follows that no particular Vecfa could as a whole 
be regarded as of earlier date than the others. Portions 
of the Rig Veda are, however, admittedly among the 
earliest. The Sama Veda is practically a song-book of 
the priests, and contains, for the most part hymns of 
the Rig Veda subjected to certain '-'musical . changes 
rendering them fit for chanting. The Yajur Veda 
contains for the most part the verses to be recited at 
sacrifices, as well as a number of formulas and phrases 
explaining the nature and object of various rituals and 
ceremonies. It therefore evidently belongs to a period 
when the priests had gained an ascendancy over the 
other classes. The Atharva Veda .mainly consists of 
prayers and incantations. It contains several old formulas, 
whose agreement with old spells in use among other 
Indo-European races show them to be among the 
earliest possessions of the Aryan peoples. But the 
greater part of it consists of matter which is held to be 
of later origin than even the Yajur Veda. Hence we 
have to depend mostly on the Rig Veda for information 
regarding the life of the early Aryan settlers in India. 

10. The names of the rivers mentioned in the Rig 
Veda furnish definite information regarding the earliest 
Aryan abodes in India. The chief settle- 
Aryan^settle- ments appear to have been on the Indus, 
meats in its tributaries (these were called the seven 
rivers, sapta sindhava), and the river Saras- 
wati. Enterprising settlers had pushed their way south 
beyond the point of the union of the Indus and its tribu- 
taries, but the main body did not follow them. The 
Satlej long formed their eastern frontier, though occa- 
sionally adventurous settlers moved across to the plains 
of the J,umna and the Ganges, which are only rarely men- 
tioned. The Aryans knew of the emptying of the Indus; 



17 


The People — Aryans 

into the Indian Ocean, and the name given by them .to 
the south, Dakshina (i.e. land to the right), points to a 
sufficient advance having been made down the course 
of the Indus. 

11. The Aryan colonists lived in houses which were 
often spacious and well built. Dwellings The life of 
were grouped together in villages, fenced ^e^early 
and often enclosed by earthworks and ditches settlers. 

as a protection against the attacks of wild beasts and 
enemies. The whole body of Aryan colonies did not 
obey one ruler. The)- were governed by a number of 
princes, who often combined to fight not only the 
aborigines — common enemies — but also one another. 

12. The unit of the state was the family, at the 
head of which stood the father as lord of the house. 
Descent was reckoned in the male line. The eldest 
male of the family was its head and ruler. Women 
occupied an honourable place in the household, and some 
of the prettiest songs in the Rig Veda are those 
welcoming the newly wedded bride into the family circle. 
An Aryan householder usually married only one wife. 
Marriage was regarded as a union rendered holy by the 
birth of sons. The importance attached to the purity 
of the marriage tie is shown by the hatred expressed in 
the songs towards unchastity and insult tcv defenceless 
women. Occasionally, as in all very old communities, 
the wife was allowed to follow her husband in death, but 
this was not usual, and widows were allowed to remarry. 

13. The government of the Aryan state was naturally 
an imitation of the Aryan household. The king was 

‘ leader of the people in war, and his position 

was in many instances hereditary. Some- gov* 

times, however, he was elected, while at 
others several members of a royal house exercised their 
powers in common. In peace the king was the judge of 
2 
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hi* people. v.-Iio made voluntary contribution* f<<r b‘> 
support. In war he held tix chief command, am! hinit<;!f 
performed tlx sacrifices offered to the «ods to ensure 
victory to the tribe. fn inter tini<\* t h 5 ■> function v-,v: 



A*'Cte;.t or .m. C*i-r i kou 

(Tvj- »' Vr c:. 1 !\ 
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15. Heroes of experience and renown led the 
adventurous forth to wrest lands and goods from the 
aborigines ( dasyu ), who were of a different 

colour, followed different customs, and above T fae Aryans 
all worshipped other gods. The blessings 
of the gods were therefore sought with confidence for 
the success of the Aryan arms. The soldiers fought in 
close lines, protected by shields, brazen coats of mail 
and helmets, and armed with bows and swords, spears 
and axes, and lances and slings. Kings and the wealthy 
fought in chariots drawn by horses. Victories were 
celebrated with the beat of drums and blare of trumpets, 
sacrifices, and by songs of minstrels and priests, who 
followed the kings and received from them gifts of 
cows, chariots, robes, slaves and bars of gold. 

16. Wars often disturbed the life of the Vedic period. 
Individual tribes, Aryan and non-Aryan, oppressed 
and drove each other from their respective homes. 
Factions and pretenders strove to upset the peace of 
the land. Ambitious and warlike kings attempted to 
make themselves supreme over their neighbours, and 
alliances of clans and princes we re-formed to resist them. 
Such a king was the renowned warrior Sudas, head of 
the Tritsu tribe. He overcame a coalition of ten kings, 
and broke the strength of other powerful clans, like the 
Purus and the Bharatas. Many other such wars are also 
mentioned. In the intervals of peace, the Aryan nobles 
kept themselves in training by their chariot races. 

17. Cattle rearing was from the earliest times the 
chief means of Aryan subsistence, and next to it came 

. agriculture. Cows were particularly esteemed 
as furnishing milk and butter, “the favourite 
food of gods and men.” The terms of 
friendly intimacy on which the Aryans lived, with their 
flocks are indicated by the common names given to the 
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daughter and milkmaid ( duhitar ), the queen and the 
buffalo-cow ( mahishi ), the king and the cowherd ( gopa ), 
and the assembly-hall and the cowstall ( gostha ). An 
Aryan word for war ( gavishti ) signifies the desire for 
cows, and it points to the popularity of cattle-lifting. 
Wheat, barley, beans, and sesame were sown. The 
grain was harvested, threshed, winnowed, and ground 
in mills to be made into bread. Hunting and fishing 
were also practised. But the chief food of the people 
consisted of bread, milk, butter, vegetables, and fruits. 
Cooked meat was eaten, but- only rarely, at family 
gatherings and great feasts. 

18. Among other occupations those of the woodworker 
(who then, as now in India, was a carpenter, wheel- 
wright, and joiner in one), the tanner, the armourer, the 
smiths that worked in the various metals, and the potter 
are mentioned. Money was not in use, but a person’s 
wealth was calculated in cattle. . Trade was merely 
barter. Women plaited mats, and spun and wove their 
own garments as well as the clothing for the men. 

19. Some of the dark features of a rude age as well 
as a number of the vices of a civilized society were also 

Dark features P resent * The exposure of children and of 
of early old people seem to have been practised at 

Aryan life, the early stages. People usually drank more 
than they ate, and drank heavily. Surd, a fermented drink 
prepared from barley, was the usual drink, and during 
sacrifices people got intoxicated on the juice of the 
moon-plant (sdmo), which was believed to give its drinker 
both nourishment and strength. Gambling was a com- 
mon vice, and some men gambled away not only all 
their possessions, but their own persons as well. Theft 
and robbery were practised in the dusk and the dark. 
Criminals and unworthy men existed and had to be 
expelled from the community. Persons accused of crimes 
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were put on their oath, and in cases of doubt the judg- 
ment of the gods was sought in ordeals of various kinds. 

20. In arts and sciences much progress was not made. 
Writing was unknown, and the sacred hymns were 

preserved in the memory of priests and . 

1 J r Aryan pro* 

sacrifices. The knowledge of numbers and gress In 

calculations was rudimentary. The princi- the nrt8, 

pal stars and planets were known, but the months were 

divided by the moon. Sickness was regarded as due to 

the displeasure of the gods and the cure of diseases 

was attempted by medicine-men with spells and healing 

herbs. In poetry alone is much advance evident, and 

this was largely the result of its alliance with religion. 



* CHAPTER III 


The Aryans in Hindustan 
SECTION I 
The Vedic Age 

1. In the Rig Veda we find pictured every stage in 
the growth of the Aryan religion from the lowest to 
Early Aryan t * ie highest. In its oldest hymns, a simple- 
religions minded folk look with wonder and awe at 
conceptions. t h e ordinary phenomena of nature, and at- 
tribute them to divine, or at least superhuman agency. 
The sun, the moon, the dawn, lightning, the domestic 
fire, the storm, and the wind are personified and 
worshipped. Surya becomes the god of day, who by 
his regular appearance dispels darkness and its evil 
spirits and overlooks all human actions. The dawn 
(Ushas) is a beautiful maiden. Rudra and the Marifts 
are the gods of the howling storm. Agni is the 
friendly god of fire. Indra is the god of rain, who by his 
thunder pierces the dark clouds and releases the confined 
waters. Others similarly are recognized in- daylight 
and the rays -heralding its approach, the wind (Vdyu), 
and the intoxicating moon-plant (Soma). 

2. Worshippers try to obtain the favour and help of 
these gods and avert their displeasure by the recital of 
spells and by the performance of sacrifices. The gods 
are believed to draw renewed strength and vigour from 
the offerings made at these sacrifices, and in return for 
them take a lively and friendly interest in the sacrificers. 
The Aryans are proud of their bright ( deva , literally 



23 


The Aryans in Hindustan 


“the shining one”) gods, and seek their assistance 
against their enemies with the confident hope that their 
prayers would be heard. 

3. When good persons die their spirits find abode 
with Yama, the judge of the dead, and dwell with him 
in light and righteousness. They bring their pious des- 
cendants prosperity and guard them through life. The 
impious and the sinful they punish a hundred-fold. The 
souls of evildoers are shut out after death from the 


companionship of these good spirits, and are cast into 
hopeless darkness. 

4. Such were the simple religious conceptions of the 
early Aryans. In course of time people outgrew these 


ideas and began to ponder deeply over re- 
ligious questions. The result of these mental 


Their growth. 


strivings is seen in the hymns glorifying a particular 


god at a time to the exclusion of the others, investing 


him for the moment with the attributes of all the rest. 


New gods clothed in colourless moral qualities also arose. 
Such was Varuna, the god of the firmament, who is 
described as the creator of all things, and as looking 
from his lofty seat in the sky on all that' happens on 
earth. And such also was Yama, the righteous judge 
of the dead. These conceptions led the way to the idea 
of a single deity. Traces of this are found in the later 
portions of the Vedas. 

6. While these changes in religious ideas were taking 
place the Aryans had advanced beyond the Saraswati 
and occupied the plain of the Ganges. Aryan sett j e . 
Altered physical conditions brought about ra ent on the 
. a corresponding change in the modes of con- Gan 6 es - 
quest and settlement. The Gangetic plain was the 
stronghold of the older population. The Aryan invasions 
of this tract had therefore to be attempted, in large 
masses, so as to make attack or defence successful. 
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Large fcommunities took the place of the old Aryan 
tribes, and the old tribal heads were replaced by power- 
ful leaders of national levies. 

On such leaders devolved the burden of conqubst and 
settlement, of protecting the newly conquered territory 

j from their own kinsmen as well as the un- 

powerful subdued aborigines, of preventing intestine 
kings. factions and the rebellions of the conqiiered 

population, and of organizing and governing the hew 
territory. With their responsibilities increased their 
power. Powerful monarchies were thus formed in the 
place of the old tribal chief ships'. 

6. The Bharatas, the old enemies of King Sudas, 
under kings belonging to the tribe of Kurus, founded a 

kingdom near the site of modern Delhi. The 
tribes Aryan P&nchalas occupied the land to the north of 
the Bharata settlements, on the headwaters 
of the Jumna and the Ganges. Further to the east, but 
to the horth of the Ganges, the Kosalas ruled on the 
Sarayu. To their east, in Tirhut, settled the Videhas. 
To the west of the Jumna dwelt the Matsyas, and to 
their south the Surasenas. Below the confluence of the 
Jumna and the Ganges settled the Kasis. The Art gas 
ahd the Magadhas came much later, and ruled over the 
lands to the east ahd south-east of the Kasi settlements. 

7. In the process of forming these kingdoms the 

native population was not destroyed. It was slowly 
_ . absorbed. As we have already seen, the 

of the older second stream of Aryan migration (through 
Inhabitants. Gilgit and Chitral) had united readily with 
the aboriginal element. Some of the new conquerors, . 
c.g., the Kurus (who had united with the Bharatas, and 
who appear to have practised polyandry), were only half 
Aryan in blood. Still, the old pride of an Aryan lineage 
was kept up and made them unwilling to admit the Union 
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that was actually taking- place. Purity of blood ant! of 
colour (varna) was still made much of. 



8. Meanwhile, the new conquests brought into exist- 
ence, along with warlike kings, a nobility skilled in the 
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use of arms. On them the brunt of the fighting lay. 
They stood round the kings and obtained as .the 
reward of their prowess a large share of the 

nobility! 8 boot > r as wel1 as the best in the newly 
conquered territories. Proud of their social 
eminence, they set up as a separate class and styled 
themselves R&janyas (i.e., the princely) and Kshatriyas 
(i.e., the powerful). 

9. So also rose a priestly class. The belief that the 
gods were propitiated by sacrifice led to an increase in 

the number and splendour of sacrifices and 
hood 8 priest " the complexity of sacrificial ritual. The 
sacred hymns had also .reached a goodly 
number, and some of them had even become unintel- 
ligible to the layman. All this furnished enough work 
for a separate class. Such a body arose in the de- 
scendants of the old minstrel-priests, who performed the 
sacrifices on behalf of the early Aryan princes, and 
lauded their victories in triumphal songs. These, as 
having to do with divine knowledge, called themselves 
Brahmanas. 

10. Thus, owing to natural causes, Indo-Aryan society 
became divided into three classes — the warriors (rfijan- 

yas), the priests (brahmanas), and the body 
caste* 1 * °* husbandmen and traders ( vaisyas ). In 
India such distinctions tended to become 
hereditary. The pride of each class in its pre-eminence 
made it unwilling to allow the admission of outsiders 
within its pale. Long-standing rules excluding strangers 
from the family circle were adopted to guard the rights 
of the new classes from the intrusion of outsiders. Thus, 
partaking of the food cooked at the sacred fire marked 
in the old Aryan home the unity of the family, and con- 
sequently strangers were excluded from it. Again, the 
sacred domestic fire was tended by husband and wife 
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together, who had to be of equal birth. These rules 
were now interpreted as limiting the circle within which 
persons might eat with one another, or within which 
they might marry, to the class to which they belonged. 
The enforcement of these rules widened the rift which 
had sprung up between the three classes. They, in turn, 
looked down upon the unabsorbed remnant of the abori- 
ginal population as inferior men, and to contrast their 
own lighter colour (roruri) with the darker complexion 
of this remnant. The latter were, therefore, grouped 
into a fourth class, and the whole community, Aryan and 
non-Aryan, came to he divided roughly into four great 
self-sufficing orders or cartes separated from one another 
by the absence of freedom to tnarrv or cat outside the 
order. 
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clear on two points : viz., that much freedom still existed as late 
and the evi* as t * le Slxt ^ century b.c. in changing one’s occupa- 
dence of t'°ns and in marrying outside one’s caste, and that 
ancient the claims for precedence between Kshatriyas and 

hooks. Brahmans were not’ settled- finally even at that period. 

Caste has played a great but silent part in Indian history. In the 
earliest ages its divisions agreed roughly with the natural distribution 
of blood, calling, and talent. It thus saved much 
caste: 1106 °d waste t ^ at wou ^ otherwise have occurred through 
features ** carelessness in the choice of occupations. Profes- 

sional skill became heritable, and improved with 
every generation. The limits of a caste did not coincide with those 
of a district or a kingdom. Its members became conscious of their 
unity, fostered a common spirit, and rendered much good service 
to one another. Society was made independent of political changes. 
The admission of the rude non-Aryan tribes within the pale of the 
Aryan social system prevented grave racial struggles, while their 
relegation to the lowest class in the scheme saved the fndo-Aryan 
element from being overwhelmed by the superior numbers of the 
aborigines. 

In course, however, many evils also began to result from the 
system. Castes were needlessly multiplied, and their rules made 
rigorous. Men found themselves tied down to the 

Tt n A fpflflll'AR 

■ occupations of their forefathers, and unable to adopt 
callings for which they felt that they possessed natural aptitude. 
Genius and the power of initiative gradually tended to disappear. 
Despondency crept over the lower castes, while unhealthy elation 
and pride filled the higher. Caste rivalries and feuds began to 
•appear. Society became divided by ill-will and strife, and unable 
to effect combinations in the face of common perils. 


SECTION II 

The Age of the Brahmanas and the Upanishads 

11. The division of the people into orders appears 
to have taken place about the period when the latest, 
additions to the Vedic hymns were made 
Vedlc^hymns (about 1000 B.c.). The ancient dialect in 
and the 6 which most of the songs were composed was 
Brahmanas. row nQ long . er S p 0 ken. The significance of 
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many old riles had also become obscure. The hymns 
themselves had reached an unwieldy number. The 
priestly class overcame these difficulties. They reduced 
the hymns to their present form, and arranged them 
as the four Vedas. They further supplemented them 
by a new series of works, named “Brabmanas," con- 
taining a jumble of doctrines, rules of sacrificial ritual, 
mythological stories, and explanations of knotty points 
in the Yedic texts. 

12. These new works did not materially change the 
old Yedic religion. The ancient gods were still held 
up for adoration, but they tended in the 

stories to approach nearer their form in portance of*' 
the later Hindu pantheon. The real change sacrifices and 
that took place was in the spirit rather than 
the substance of the old religion. Mystic importance 
was attached to sacrifices and ritual. The life of the 
householder was hemmed in by a series of acts he had 
ordinarily to perform, and which constituted his duty 
in a large sense (dharma). Sacrifices were elaborated 
a good deal, and became complex, splendid, and costly. 
Th$ir number and variety also increased. In many eases 
living victims (papa) were now demanded. 

13. The upkeep of this vast body of knowledge re- 
quired a separate order of priests as well as close and 
systematic study. Hence the various rules 
regarding the sacrifices and the conduct of favouring 
the orders in religious and secular life were priestly 
strung together in the form of aphorisms ascendnnc 5’ 

m (Sutra) for easy remembrance. The life of the Brah- 
man was also divided into stages ( Asrama ), so arranged 
as to enable him to fulfil his duty ( dharma ) in life. 
Thus in youth he had to study the sacred books ( brah - 
macharyd ), in manhood he could marry and lead the 
life of a householder (grhastha), while in old age he 
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had to devote himself to religious meditation, first as a 
recluse ( vdnaprastha ) and then as a wandering mendicant 
(sany&sin). 

14. Schools ( parishad ) for teaching all this complex 
knowledge arose throughout the land, and were gene- 
rally endowed by royal patrons. . Pious kings also .vied 
with one another in holding assemblies of divines 
( brahmodaya ), in which grave religious problems were 
discussed. 


15. The change in the seat of Aryan life, as well as 
the altered conditions of it, promoted religious thought. 

The whole of the Gangetic plain was now 
speculation° US unc ' er Indo-Aryan occupation, and streams 
of colonists had even settled in Bandelkhand 


f Chedi ), Mahva ( Nishada ), and the Berars ( Vidarbha ). 
The rise of the priestly and warrior classes had ex- 
empted the bulk of the community from much of their 
former work, especially military service, and permitted 
their devoting themselves entirely to their everyday 
business. The wealth of the country increased, and, as 
a consequence of it, the power and splendour of the 
kings. Fighting was now confined to the frontiers, and 
peace generally reigned within the kingdoms. The 
priestly class, engrossed in its own pursuits, was con- 
tent to allow the warriors to occupy the chief positions 
in the State so long as outward reverence and liberality 
were shown to Brahmans, These settled conditions set 


the thoughtful element in the community free to ponder 
over profound questions of religion and morals. The 
new thought was spread by the institutions of the first 
and last stages ( Asrama ) of the Brahman’s life ( brahma - 
charya and sanyasa), which necessitated moving about 
in search of knowledge. 

16. A period of religious and moral doubts and specu- 
lations, lasting for some generations (till c. B.c. 500), set 
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in. Interesting pictures of the mental stir of this epoch 
arc preserved in the last part of the Yctlic 
canon, viz., the Upanishads (literally, “the °sti r 
secret session" or doctrine), as well as 
the great Indian epics (the Ram&yana and the Mnhi- 
bhdrala) and the early Jain and Puddhisl sacred books. 
From these we learn that during titis epoch such subtle 
problems as the nature of the soul, the existence of a 
Supreme Power, the government of the universe by 
natural laws, the meaning of Death, the probability of 
life after death, and the causes of pain and suffering in 
the world, engaged the attention of the thoughtful. The 
attempts to solve these problems resulted in the founda- 
tion of many new sects and schools of philosophy 
(darsana) by teachers of strong or attractive personality, 
some of whom appear to have belonged to the Kshatriya 
caste. 

17. The chief results of this new-born spirit of reflec- 
tion were two fold : viz., a tendency to look at the moral 
rather than physical side of things, and a 

habit of analysis. Thus, the belief gained 1<s rcsnlt8, 
ground that the value of a sacrifice consisted in the 
spirit in which it was done rather than in the exact 
form it took. A righteous life came to be regarded as 
more desirable than a multitude of sacrifices. Philo- 
sophical questions were also discussed without reference 
to mythology and caste. 

18. Some new theories now made their appearance, 
which are notable as containing the framework of much 
of the later Indian thought. One of these was the old 
.idea (found in many half-civilized tribes) that the soul 
after death enters into new bodies; another was the 
allied conception that the soul never dies, but passes 
from one existence into another in a practically, unend- 
ing cycle of births and deaths. A third was the belief 
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that no act or deed is lost, and that all actions, good or 
bad, bear their proper fruit, helping their authors up 
or down the scale of transmigration. The miseries of 
the soul were believed to be prolonged over an endless 
and weary series of existences. 

19. It became the chief recognized object of most of 
the philosophical schools and religious sects of this period 
to discover some means of delivering the human soul 
from this unending pilgrimage. Many solutions of the 
riddle were apparently offered at the time, but of these 
no correct or connected record exists. There are, how- 
ever, reasons to think that some of the principal systems 
of Indian philosophy (e.g., the Samkhya, the 
philosophicaT Ptiwamfm&msa, the Ydga , and the Ved&nta) 
and religions had their rise in such attempts; that the 
systems. teachings ascribed to the Yddava prince, 
Krishna, the son of Ddvaki, in the Bhagavad-Gita (“the . 
Lord’s Song”), were those of an actual historical teacher 
of the period, who founded a sect, and who in later times 
came to be identified with an incarnation of the deity; 
and that the Jain and Buddhist religions were the latest 
outcome of this intellectual movement, and owed much 
of their popularity to the confident manner in which they 
offered solutions to the problem of transmigration. 

20. The mental stir which thus prepared the ground 
for Buddhism apparently occupied some centuries (from 
B.c. 1000 to B.c. 500). During this period 
Prog res s 1 the leadership of the Brahman class in matters 
of religion resulted in considerable additions 
to literature and knowledge. This progress was naturally 
most pronounced in those branches which were nearly, 
related to the Brahmanic religion. The study of Vedic 
texts brought into existence the science of grammar 
(Vy&kafana) in its different branches, phonetics (sikshn), 
metre ( chhandas ), and etymology ( nirukta ). Geometry 
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grew from the rules for the erection of sacrificial altars. 
The discovery of the right moment for the performance 
of sacrifices encouraged the study of astronomy ( jydtisha ). 
The beginnings of civil law were made in the attempts 
to work out and classify the details of the life of a man 
in his relations to the gods (through sacrifices), to the 
State, and to his family. In accordance with the practical ■ 
aims of the epoch, which confined the progress of know- 
ledge of subjects allied to the religion of the country, 
no attempt was made to secure literary grace or beauty 
in the manuals which set forth the results of this advance. 
They were all expressed in the form of dry maxims 
(Sutra), to enable them to be easily learned off by rote. 

21. A number of dialects had arisen from the old 
Vedic speech of the Panjab, and these formed the 
vernaculars of Northern India. But among 
them the dialect of the Gangetic doab, the Sanskrit anff 
"Middle-land” (madhyaddsa) of the Indo- 
Aryans, assumed during this epoch a position of pre- 
eminence, as it represented the most populous, the- 
wealthiest, the most influential, and the most central 1 
area in Hindustan. It was accordingly adopted as the 
standard literary tongue by the Brahmans, who called 
it Samskrita (Sanskrit), the refined speech, in contrast 
to the unpolished sister Indo-Aryan vernaculars, which 
were styled Prakrits (from Prakrita, meaning “natural”). 
In course of time, through the labours of a succession of 
grammarians (the most notable of them was Panini, who 
lived about the middle of the fourth century B.C.), 

* Sanskrit became fixed, and came to be understood only 
by the learned classes of the community, while the 
Prakrits continued to be spoken as before by the common 
people. Sanskrit, however, continued to be the literary 
language of the Brahmans even after it had ceased to be 
generally understood. 

3 
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• 22. The dryness of the literature of the period was, 
however, relieved by various poems, composed on the 
basis of the songs of the ancient minstrels, 
Md e kge°n n d g s! recountin g' the joys and sorrows in love and 
war, of the heroes and heroines of an earlier 
age. The toils and adventures of the early Aryans in 
settling in .a new land, and their struggles with the 
aborigines, had furnished inspiring subjects of songs 
to the Vedic minstrels, and many of their triumphal 
songs are preserved in the Vedic hymns. The external 
processes of nature had been humanized by the Vedic 
seers, and represented poetically as the conflicts of gods 
and demons. The imagination of the minstrels of a 
later age played freely with these legends, and out of 
them evolved heroic sagas, which were listened to with 
rapture wherever they were sung, as much under the 
yillage tree as in great cities and the courts of kings. 

23. ’Many of these legends are now enshrined within 
rfhe vast framework of two wonderful epic poems — the 

Rdmdyana (attributed to the poet Vdlmlki) 
epics grCat an d the Mah&bhdrata (reputed to be the 
work of the sage Vydsa) — the historical core 
'of which appears to have been composed during the early 
days of this epoch, and not later than the tenth 
century b.c. 

24. Learned men nowadays recognize in the Rdmd- 

yana either a poetical version of certain old Vedic myths, 
the Rama or a account of the conquest of 

yana and the South India by the Aryans. Similarly they 
Mahabharata, <jj scove r in the central theme of the Mahi i- c - 
bhdrata a famous historical war between the two old 
Indo-Aryan tribes, the Kurus and the Panchalas, and 
their allies, which ended with the destruction of the 
former in the great battlefield of Kurukshfetra (near 
modern Thanesar). 
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25. To the student of Indian history, however, these 

poems have a value quite irrespective of the history 

or the allegory they contain. They represent 

the noblest efforts of creative poetic eenius Their Infln- 

r o # ence. 

on Indian soil. For centuries -their stories 
have been believed as wholly and literally true by the 
mass of the Indian people, and have supplied to suc- 
cessive generations of Indian men and women their 
ideals of life. For centuries Indians have turned in 
sorrow, in joy, and in daily toil to these noble poems 
for solace and inspiration. In this sense they have be- 
come national possessions, keeping alive through ages 
of disunion, strife, and misery the idea of a common 
origin and of common traditions. 



CHAPTER IV 


The Epoch of New Religions — Jainism and 
Buddhism 

1. The intellectual movements described in the last 
chapter continued for some generations. About the end 
of the seventh century B.c. and the beginning 
sects rell ^ iou8 of the sixth, they culminated in the founda- 
tion of a large number of religious sects. 
Each of them strove to answer in its own way the 
problem of finding an escape from the misery of an 
endless chain of births and deaths by which the human 
soul was believed to be bound. Most of the new bodies 
were united in an ardent sense of the miseries of life, and 
in desiring in the future not so much an existence of 
pleasure as a condition of painlessness. Some sects 
went so far as to hanker after the extinction of the soul, 
or at least of the feeling of self, as the sole means of 
bringing to an end the miseries of transmigration. ' 

2. Fervent men and women were much impressed by 
the sight of every kind of human distress and suffering 

_ .... around them, in what they believed to be 

Conditions „ . r . , , 

favouring a fleeting stage of existence,' and by the 

their rise, unequal distribution of health, riches and 

happiness in life. A widespread feeling of despondency 

took the place of the cheerful religious outlook of the 

old Vedic times. Those who could do so, withdrew r 

from the world, and in the seclusion of forests and 

hills practised austerities. The life of a monk came to 

be mu^ch sought after, and the non-Brahman castes felt 

it a great hardship that the ascetic life was not, according 

to the current usage, open to their members. 
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3. Some of the new sects attempted to obtain deliver- 
ance in their own manner, and not by following the 
ritual or the dogma prescribed by the 
Brahmanic religion. Their faith in the old tioif^Bralt* 
order had been undermined by the growing monism, 
exclusiveness of the priestly class, which sought to confine 
to its own members, not only the sacred knowledge, but 
even the practice of retirement from the world, followed 
by an ascetic life,- which was coming more and more to be 
regarded as a necessary first step in the freeing of the 
soul from misery. In this sense they were opposed to the 
current “Brahmanism,” and were heretical in tendency. 

4. The period saw the birth of many such reforming 
sects. Of these, however, two only are important 
historically, as they alone proved enduring and influential. 
These were Jainism and Buddhism. The others met the 
usual fate of small sects, and either died out naturally or 
sank into obscurity when their novelty wore off, and 
their followers became converts to other sects. 

5. Of the two movements named above, Jainism is 
the older. Its reputed founder, Vardhamdna, usually 
known by his later spiritual title Mabdvira, 

was born about 599 b.C. He was the second jt s founder 
son of a Kshatriya baron named Sidddrtha, Vardhamana 
who lived in a suburb of the wealthy city of Mahavifa * 
Vaisali, the capital of Viddha. He appears to have 
been highly connected. His mother’s brother Chetaka 
was a member of the governing body of the powerful 
oligarchy of Vaisdli. The ruling family of Magadha 
was also nearly related to him through his cousin 
Chellana, the wife of King Bimbisara and the mother 
of his famous successor Ajdtasatru. He belonged, thus, 
to an influential aristocracy. 

6. Vardhamdna’s family were the members of a sect 
founded some generations previously by Parsvandtha. 
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At the age of thirty, after the death of his parents, he 
renounced the world and became a member of the order 
of monks founded by that teacher. After about two 
years he left the order, as he was dissatisfied with its 
exclusiveness, men of noble blood only being eligible 
for admission into it. He discarded about this time 
his clothes, as a sign of breaking finally with the world. 
He thus became a Nirgrantha, i.e. one who has broken 
through all social ties. For more than ten years he 
wandered about the country, now known as Behar, 
trying to gain followers. When he was about forty-two 
years of age he claimed to have attained to the highest 
knowledge. In token of his spiritual victory he called 
himself Mahdvlra ("the great hero”), Jirta ("the con- 
queror”), and Kdvalin ■ (“the all-knowing”), and began 
a long ministry of nearly thirty years. During it he 
wandered through Mngadha (Behar), Viddha (Tirhut), 
and Kosala (Oudh), gaining many followers, and orga- 
nizing them. In virtue of his noble birth, he appears 
to have gained a large following of Kshatriyas, and 
legends are told of his intercourse with Bimbisdra and 
his son Ajdtasatru. After gaining many adherents, he 
is said to have died, at the age of seventy-two, at P&va 
(in the Patna district) about 527 B.c. 

7. The chief feature of Mahdvfra’s teaching was his 
declaration that membership within his fold, and con- 
sequent salvation, were open to all persons 
lilt teachings. A ||j. c< j.}^ Ary an , the low-born Sudrn, 

and even the despised alien, the Mlcchchn. The 
highest goal of life was the attainment of Moksha , or 
freedom from the round of birth and death. This goal ' 
could be reached by any one who firmly believed in the 
Jina and his teachings, who led an austere life of virtue, 
free from passion and active part in and concern for 
worldly affairs, and who abstained from all sinful 
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thoughts and actions, including intentional harm by word 
or deed to any living being. Those who could not retire 
from the world and its business, but still believed in the 
Jina and practised a life of virtuous self-restraint, could 
indeed not attain this highest goal, but would go a long 
way towards it. 

8. The body of Jains was thus divided by Mahdvfra 
into two classes, the monks and the lay-followers 
(SrAvaltas, or “hearers”). The admission of 

lay brethren along with the ascetic to a Hls s ^ stera ’ 
fair share in the Jain system ensured harmony between 
the two sections, and the support of the monks by the 
congregation at large. 

9. In spite of the opposition of its tenets to the 
principles of Brahmanism, Jainism never became a 
formidable rival to the former, as it refrained from 
an active policy of conversion, in accord with its mild 
principles and its belief in a life of quiet and peace. 
It thus also practically escaped unnoticed during the 
Brahmanic revival, and has continued to retain its hold 
on a small body of followers up to the present day. 1 

10. Siddhdrtha, the illustrious founder of Buddhism, 
better known by his family name of Gautama and his 
spiritual title of “the Buddha” (t.e. the 
enlightened), was born about the middle of 
the sixth century b.c., at Kapilavastu, a 
small town in the then fertile and populous 
Nepalese Tarai. His father, Suddodana, 
was a person of consideration among the Sakyas [i.e. 
the powerful), a wealthy and haughty tribe of the* warrior 
(Kshatriya) caste, which, however, followed the peaceful 
arts of agriculture. The birth of the holy child was, 
according to later tradition, heralded by many wondrous 

1 The Jains have always evinced much friendliness to Brahman 
literature. 


Buddhism : 
its founder 
Siddhartha 
Gautama, 
the Buddha. 



The Bvijdiia. 

( From a Gandhara Sculpture in Ike Indian Mu sewn) 

birth, and left him to be reared up by a step-mother. 
He apparently was brought up in luxury and led an 
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idle life «d tiitir.i'lt'nmi'. enjoyment. I !«’ married and 
had a jam. His earnest nature and vigorous mind 
appear to have i;unvii icMive of a life of idleness and 
pleasure. His surroundings failed to satisfy His craving 
for a higher life ol usefulness and noble aims. 1 1 is 
reflective spirit ti turned again and again to tile thought 
of the weakness of man, his liability to disease, age, 
decay, and death, and the misery of the repetition of 
these in life after life. He thus came to view his manner 
of living ns impure, and worthless. Unable to endure 
it, he left his home when barely twenty-nine years of 
age, and became a homeless wanderer in search of peace 
of mind, For two years Siddharlha studied hard and 
diligently, under two t sobers of repute, all that Brahman 
philosophy had to teach him. But learning failed to 
bring him mental comfort. He then retired to the 
woods of Hruvcla (near the modern Buddha-Gay a), and 
there spent many years in disciplining his - mind and 
body by severe austerities. But self-inflicted pain also 
failed to give him peace. At last, after nearly killing 
himself by the rigour of his penance, he gave up the 
life of self-mortification as useless and returned to the 
world. Shortly after, one night, when he was sitting 
plunged in reflection, the light that had so long eluded 
him dawned on him. He believed himself to have got 
a clear glimpse of the truth, to have become enlightened. 
The discovery brought him immediate and limitless 
peace. That moment was a turning-point, not only in 
his life, but in the history of the world. For he then rose 
above the selfishness of resting content with achieving 
< his own deliverance, and realized that he was not merely 
the enlightened, but was also the enlightener (Buddha), 
that, he had a mission, and that it was his duty to 
publish his discovery to the world so as to ensure the 
salvation of other suffering men and women. 
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■ 11. Siddhartha, henceforth known as the Buddha, 
then began a long ministry of over forty-four years, 
during which he wandered about from place 

andiZncX to place m the districts around Benares, 
gathering followers and organizing his order. 
He won the hearts of his hearers, who found in him not 
a mere exponent of dry philosophy, but a very wise and 
kindly-hearted friend and guide. He addressed the 
people in their own vernacular, and his unfailing tact, 
sympathy, and even temper made him a successful 
preacher. When at last he died, about 480 b.c., at the 
advanced age of eighty years, at Kusinagara, he had 
succeeded in gaining a very large following throughout 
the countries over which he had wandered. Buddhist 
traditions relate with pride that even the powerful kings 
of Magadha and Kosala, Ajatasatru, and Prasenajit 
heard of the master and paid him state visits. 

12. The teaching of the Buddha was very simple. 
Like many others of his day, he was deeply sensitive 
to human misery, and regarded life as suffer- 
His teachings. j n g. Like them, he also believed that death 

did not end this misery, as it was fallowed by rebirth in 
another life. But he disagreed from his fellow-teachers 
and from the Brahmans as to the cause of this misery, 
and the way in which it could be overcome. To the 
Brahman philosopher all existence was unreal, the 
result of an illusion like what one feels and sees in a 
dream. To him the way to enlightenment lay in 
realizing this unreality. The old-fashioned Brahman 
taught, on the other hand, that a happy life followed the 
performance of the prescribed sacrifices and ritual. Other * 
sectaries (including the Jains) regarded self-mortification 
as the first step towards knowledge. The Buddha dis- 
carded all these views. He taught that the thirst for 
life, for* pleasures, and for power was at the root of all 
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4 .'i 

suffering ; that the relation of the thirst would end this 
«•»(?*'! in:;; ami that six* destruction of this thirst could 
hr. b: ought about hv following- the "noble eightfold 
path" of a virtuous Jit «-. which consisted in light faith, 
right aims, light * h. « i:jhs action, light living, right 
endeavour, tight thought, and light meditation. He 
r.h o laid gn .it stjrs*. upon a lift* of moral purity, and 
enjoined • rrv 5 *«- and nvrn-iKv to the wise, filial and 
conjugal .ittfition ;-.nd duty, and good works, charity, 
lcmpeiaf.ee, aiwimiss, 1 on’esttntent. gratitude, patience, 
self*: *";•! t.iint . .md love to all living hciilgs. To the 
smali cin.'li' «>f hi - - more advanced disciples he also taught 
the principle*, of his s,,jjje\\hnt abstruse s\ stent of philo- 
■ ojihv and thenlogv. 

l.'i. To prevent hr. teachings dying out, ami to spread 

them over the wnrM. the Buddha laid the foundation 

of an oilier of aseetir*. into which worn* 11 

were also admitted. Within this order of monnitle 

order. 

monks and nuns caste had no place. By 
this, and hy his declaration that a pure life and the 
deliverance it led to were open to all alike irrespective 
of age, se>:. or social position, the Huddha tacitly dis- 
couraged the institution of caste. This, combined with 
his disbelief in the value of sacrifices and the divine 
authority of the Veda, kept his sect outside the 
Hrnhmanic fold. Hut the teachings of the 

Huddha we/e largely based on Hrabman buddhism nnd 
- , , nrnlimnrmni. 

ideas, which he had adapted to illustrate lus 

own conclusions. Even during his life he counted many 

worthy Brahmans among his disciples. He forcborc to 

attack Brahmanism, and did not encourage any conflict 

with it. He cannot, therefore, he justly regarded as 

heading a revolt against the Hrabman religion and social 

order. Buddhism and Brahmanism continued to exist 

side hy side for many generations. But gr '"noli final 
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events, which had begun to take shape even during the 
lifetime of the Buddha, were destined before long to push 
his teachings to a position of popularity and eminence, 
and sow them broadcast, not merely over India, but 
over countries far beyond its limits . 1 

1 Dr. Jarl Chnrpentier has suggested 478 b.c. and 468 b.c. as 
the dates of the death of the Buddha and Mahdvira. (C.H.I., 
vol. i, p. 156). These dates are in direct opposition to the credible 
early Buddhist tradition that MnhAvira died before the Buddha. 



CHAPTER V 


India, B.C. G50-3ZI 
SECTION I 

. The Rise of the Kingdom of Magadha 

1. We obtain our first connected knowledge of Indian 
political history from the sacred books of the Buddhists 
and the Jains, as well as the traditions pre- 
served in certain very old Brahmanic works Sources of 
J , information. 

of uncertain and varying dates called the 
Puranas. From these it is possible to piece together 
the outlines of the history of Northern India from about 
the middle of the seventh century B.c. 

2. During the times when the older portions of the 
Rutnayana and the Mahabharata were composed (tenth 
century b.c.), the centres of political influence 

had been on the upper waters of the Jumna India 

and the Ganges. The kingdoms of the during the 
Kurus and the Panchalas were then the most perio< *’ 
powerful, while those of Kosala, Kasi and Videha were 
also famous, though not so powerful. 

3. By 650 b.c., however, all this had changed. The 
Kuru, Panchala and Kasi kingdoms had sunk into the 
background and had come within the 

political control of the kingdom of Kosala. 

Videha, which in the Epic period is repre- 
sented as a kingdom, is now occupied by eight allied 
tribes, amongst whom the Vrijjians (i.e. the Lichchavis 
of Vaisali and the Vaidehas of Mithila) are the most 
influential. In the lower course of the Gahges the 
kingdom of Magadha is rapidly advancing to the position 
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of a great power. South of the Jumna, the country now 
called Rajputana and Malwa forms the great kingdom of 
Avanti. The Matsyas and the Surasenas appear to have 
been overshadowed by the power of this new State. To 
the north-east of Avanti and to the south of the old 
kingdom of Kasi lies the warlike kingdom of Vatsa, 
with its less powerful neighbour Chedi , forming a buffer 
between three powerful neighbours — Kosala, Magadha, 
and Avanti. In the shadow of the mountains of the 
north-west and in the Panjab and Sindh lie the territories 
of small kingdoms or tribes, maintaining an independence 
that is fast becoming precarious. 

4. By the first half of the sixth century b.c. a change 
began in the political conditions described above. Under 
The growth the able Sisundga dynasty (founded about 
doin' 1 of ^Ma* ^ B C )> Magadha took the position of 
gadha after the premier state of Northern India, which 
B.C. 650. Kosala had hitherto occupied. Bimbisdra, 
the fifth king of the line, conquered the small kingdom 
of Anga and gained thereby the control of the lower 
course of the Ganges. The acquisition of this principa- 
lity strengthened him considerably. Unable to extend 
his dominion to the south and east by the presence 
of natural obstacles in those directions, he sought to 
extend his power to the north and north-west. He 
acquired the principality of Kasi from Kosala by 
marriage. By another marriage with one of the ruling 
families of Vaisali he strengthened bis northern frontier. 

He rebuilt his capital Rdjagriha, but before 
B.C. a< 500 n ’ he could finish his work he was murdered 
(circa). by his son Ajdtasatru, the ablest member 
of the dynasty (about '495 b.c.). The new ruler appears 
to have carried on a successful war with Kosala, and 
obtained » as the result of it the hand of the daughter 
of Prasenajit, king of Kosala, as well as the confirma- 
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tion qf his title" to the territory of Kasi. He next con- 
quered the allied clans of Videha (Tirhut), and extended 



his territory northwards to the foot of the mountains. 
At a strategic point on the Ganges, near its junction 
with the Gandak, he built a great fortress, which during 
the reign of his grandson developed into the famous 
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city of Pataliputra (Patna), the future capital of 
Magadha. 1 

5. The growth of Magadha under Ajdtasatru and his 
successors was much helped by the natural advantages 

possessed by it, as well as the weakness or 
Canses of the .1 , r . , 

growth of the the <I uarre l s of their rivals. The successor 
Kingdom of of Prasenajit in Kosala was Vinidhaka, a 
Magadha. feeble and cruel prince who destroyed the 

Sakyas, the clan to which the Buddha belonged. His 
successors are not remembered, and were evidently in- 
significant persons. Vatsa and Avanti were apparently 
weakened by their frequent wars and unable to stand 
against Magadha. On the other hand, the latter, aided 
by its fertility, its central position on the Gangetic river 
system giving it access by a series of waterways to the 
interior, as well as by its wealth and military strength, ■ 
was easily - able to overcome the opposition of rivals. 
Its kings, though cruel men, do not appear to have 
lacked ability. Hence, by the time that the Sisunaga 
dynasty was overthrown (about the first half 
of the fourth century b.c.) by a family of 
Sudra usurpers, known in history as the Nandas, 
Magadha had become the premier state in Northern 
India, and seems to have extended over the entire area 
watered by the Ganges and its tributaries. It was . 

known to the Greeks even before the ad- 
gupta* ra ' venturous prince Chandragupta overthrew 
Manrya,B.C. (b.c. 321) the last Nanda, and laid the 
j2S foundation of one of the most famous empires 

in the history of India. , 


The Nandas. 


1 Nandivardhana, the great grandson of Ajdtasatru is believed 
to have conquered Kalinga. His reign or that of his successor 
Mahd Nandin perhaps saw the so-called “Second Buddhist Council,”' 
which is said to have been convened at Vaisali, just a century after 
the death of the Buddha. 
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The Conquests, of Darius and Alexander 

6. While the movement which was to result in the 
union of Northern India under the primacy of Magadha 
was thus in progress, important changes TJlc rise oI 
were taking place among the ancient king- the Persian 
doms of Western Asia, the results of which empire * 
were destined to have some influence on India also. 
During the middle of the sixth century B.c., and about 
the time of the birth of the Buddha, a small Aryan 
power under the leadership of a great con- ^ 
queror, usually known in history as Cyrus 
(Kai-Khushru), had risen in Persia and had overthrown 
. the older empires of Media, Babylonia, Assyria and 
Lydia. Before the last quarter of the century (i.e, 525 
B.c.) the whole area from the Mediterranean Sea to the 
frontiers of India was em- 
braced by this new empire. 

Between 521- 

,o» , Darius “the 

486 B.c., under Great,” B.C. 

the great king 521*486. 

Darius I., the bounds of the 
Persian empire were further 
extended, till they stretched 
beyond the Danube and the 
Indus respectively. Some- 
time between b.c. 518-515 
(i.e. during the last years of 
the Buddha), 

'the armies of Indian 
t, . dominions. 

Darius con- 
quered the lands now form- 
ing Afghanistan, Balu- 



Darius, the Son of 
Hystaspes 

(From a Persian Sculpture). 

chistan, Western Panjab and Sindh. These countries 

- 4- 
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were then more fertile than they are now and appear to 
have been densely peopled. Darius was a wise and 
careful ruler as well as a great conqueror. When lie 
introduced a new administrative svstem by which the 
empire was divided into provinces, each under a Governor 
or Satrap (Kshatrapavan) and paying; a fixed annual 
tax, the Indian dominions were included in the arrange- 
ment and formed into a separate province. A third of 
the tribute of the Asiatic provinces is stated to have 


Expedition of 
5kylax 
about 
B.C. 510. 


come from this province, and to have been 
paid in gold. Under the orders of 
Darius, his admiral, Skylax, a native of 
Caryanda in Caria, explored the course of 


the Indus to its mouths, and found his way by the 


ocean to the Red Sea. 


7. Indian troops arc said to have fought under the 
Persians in Greece during the days of Darius's suc- 
cessor, Xerxes (b.c. 18C-JG5). Sometime 

Ten i an °con* C a ^ ter Darius’s death the princes and tribes 
aection with Jiving on the eastern bank of the Indus, as 
Imlln, well as in Sindh, regained their freedom. 

Hut the peaceful relations established with Persia were 
kept up, and they proved useful to both countries. 
They gave a great impulse to the trade of India with 
the West, which was carried either by the overland 
route through the north-western passes, or by the sea 
from the mouths of the Indus up the Persian Gulf. 
This intercourse also doubtless facilitated an interchange 
of ideas between the two countries, which should have 
been to their mutual advantage. The introduction of* 
an old form of writing, the Khnroshthi alphabet, and 
the knowledge of an elaborate system of imperial ad- 
ministration are perhaps the larger benefits accruing to 
India 'from this connection. The inscriptions of Asokn 
are verv similar in the form used to t fins'- of Darius the 
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Great. The example of the great empire of Persia also 
not improbably gave birth to the idea of unification of 
Northern India. And, above .all, it brought India into 
touch with the Greeks, the most progressive people of 
ancient times, by drawing it within the scheme of con- 
quest of Alexander the Great, when he overthrew 
the Persian empire (b.c. 330). 

S. In b.c. 334 the Persian empire, was invaded by 
Alexander of Macedon, who was destined to prove him- 
self one of the greatest military leaders and statesmen 
of all times. Within five years he had the whole empire 
at his feet. He was fired with the ambition of extending 
his rule over all the then known regions of the world. 
Of these India was one of the most important. Vague 
rumours of its culture, wealth and splendour had been 
reaching the Greeks since the sixth century ^ ^ ^ 

b.c. Skvlax of Caryanda had left an ac- the Persian 

count of his famous voyage. Other travel- empire by 
, , . .. . . . Alexander the 

lers stones were collected m the work of Great of 

Ctesias, a Greek physician, who lived in the Macedon. 

Persian court about 380 b.c. Further, as the heir to 

the possessions of the Persian kings, Alexander desired 

to recover the lost province of India. 

9. In b.c. 330, Alexander marched through the valley 

of the Helmund, North-Western Baluchistan and 

Afghanistan to the Hindu Kush on his way to the 

Balkh (Bactria) and Sogdiana in pursuit of a rebel. 

After conquering the lands of Central Asia, he returned 

to the Kabul valley early in the summer of . . 

His Invasion 

b.c. 327, having crossed the Hindu Kush by of India. B.C. 
its lofty western passes. After resting his 330, 
army for a short time, he set out again in November 
327 b.c. to conquer India. Sending the main- body of 
his army into it through the usual route oVer the 
Khaibar pass, he proceeded northwards in midwinter 



52 


History of India 

and conquered the warlike tribes inhabiting the difficult 
mountain tracts of Chitral and the adjacent river valleys, 



Alexander the Great 


and thereby safeguarded his communications. After this 
he rejoined the main body of his troops, and crossed 
the Indus near Attock (early in b.c. 326), and marched 
at the head of an army of more than 80,000 men, besides 
camp followers, to Takshasila (Taxila), the largest town 
in the north-west of India. 

10. At the time of Alexander’s invasion, North- ' 
Western India was occupied by a large 
North«* 0n °* number of small chief-ships and independent . 
Western India tribes, which were jealous of each other and 

i it'. J 

unable to unite against a common enemy. 
Amongst these Abhisdra (Abisares), the ruler of the 
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district adjoining Urasa (Hazara) and Kashmir, his 
brother Ambhi (Omphis), who ruled at Takshasila 
(Taxila), two princes both named Paurava (Porus), whose 
territories extended between the Jhelum (Hydaspes) and 
the Ravi (Hydraotes), and a tribe named the Katthis 
(the Cathaeans), whose capital, Sangala, was situated 



near the modern Amritsar, were the most powerful. To 
the east of the Satlej stretched the great empire of the 
Nandas (Nandres), while the lower course of the Indus 
was occupied by many independent tribes, amongst whom 
the Malavas (the Malloi), who lived above modern Multan, 
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and their neighbours the Kshudrakas (Oxydrakoi) were 
the chief. The peoples inhabiting the Panjab and Sindh 
were warlike, . and the country itself was more fertile 
and populous than now, and able to put into the field 
very large bodies of troops. ' The task of conquering 
this region was therefore not an easy one. 

11. Leaving Takshasila, whose chief paid ready 
homage to him, Alexander marched south during the 

rainy season of 32G B.c. to the Jhelum (the 
and^Porus Hydaspes), to meet the warlike ruler, the 
Paurava (Porus), who had sent him a 
defiance. When he arrived at the river, he found the 
army of the Indian king collected on the opposite bank. 
For several days the two armies kept watching each 
other’s movements, Alexander being unable to cross the 
swollen river in the face of a determined enemy. After 
leading “Porus” to think that he was undecided, 
Alexander triumphed over him by a clever artifice. One 
dark and stormy night, he marched at the head of a 
picked body of troops to a ford sixteen miles above his 
camp, and succeeded in crossing the river unnoticed in 
the tumult of the storm, before daybreak. 
Jhelum 0 * ^ ie * nc ^ an army was taken by surprise, and 
the superior discipline of the Macedonian 
troops and the generalship of Alexander gave the invaders 
a victory after a very hard-contested battle. Alexander 
combined policy with generosity, and conciliated “Porus” 
by restoring to him all his possessions, and thereby 
gained his lasting friendship and loyalty. 

12. After founding two cities near the site of his 

victory, Alexander crossed the Chenab (Acesines) and 

„ marched into the territory of the second 

Farther con* ,, . , - _ , , , . . 

quests in the Porus, who, however, fled before him. 

Panjab. * Alexander followed him over the Ravi 

(Hydraotes), but soon turned from the pursuit to capture 
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Sangala, the capital of the warlike Cathaeans. Within 
a few marches lay the great empire on the Gangetic 
plain, of whose- wealth and splendour he had heard a 
great deal, and which he longed to conquer. ^ lexander 
But when he came to the Beas (the Hyphasis) returns 
and attempted to cross it, his troops, worn homeward * 
out by constant fighting and the toil of long marches, 
through some of the most difficult regions and trying 
climates of the world, refused to proceed further, and 
desired to be led back home to their wives and children, 
whom they had not seen for many wear}' years. 
Alexander was forced to yield, and much against his will 
retraced his steps homeward. 

13. Arriving at the Hydaspes (Jhelum), he prepared 

to sail down that river and the Indus in a flotilla of 

boats commanded by his admiral, Nearchus, 

and escorted by divisions of the army march- His arrange- 
. , , , , ™ „ . ments for 

mg on both banks. Then, before embarking, governing the 

he made arrangements for permanently 
securing his conquests. “Sophytes" (Sau- 
bhiiti), king of the Salt Range, was subdued. “Omphis” 
(Ambhi) and his rival “Porus” (the Paurava) were recon- 
ciled. The former was confirmed in the possession of 
the land between the Indus and the Jhelum (Hydaspes), 
while the other received the territories occupied by seven 
entire tribes, between the Jhelum (Hydaspes), and the 
Ravi (Hyphasis). 

14. The great conqueror then embarked in the 
autumn of b.c. 326, and began his descent of the river, 
^e conquered on the way the powerful allied 

tribes living on the Indus, including the Malloi Alexander 
(Malavas) and the Oxvdrakoi (Kshudrakas), 
and nearly lost his life in a heroic attack on the capital 
of the former.. Agreeably to his custom in conquered 
countries, he founded towns at promising spot along 
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the river. Of these one was Patala (Haidarabad), at 
the head of the Indus delta. The whole of Sindh was 
next formed into a separate province. Then, after 
exploring the mouth of the Indus, he divided his army, 
and sending one body through the Bolan Pass and 
Northern Baluchistan, he himself marched 

^Nearchns at t ^ ie head of another division through 

the waterless region of the Mekran or 
Southern Baluchistan (Gedrosia). The remaining forces 
were sent by sea under Nearchus, with orders to meet 
the main body at the head of the Persian Gulf. 

15. So ended the Greek invasion. Alexander had 
been in India for less than three years, and more than 
half the period was spent in the campaigns to the east 
of the Indus. He built cities and left garrisons in the 
conquered lands, planned the construction of harbours 
and docks at Patala, appointed governors to rule the 
new territories, and formed alliances with 
work "in™ powerful Indian princes like Ambhi fOmphis) 
India. and the Paurava (Porus). His intention of 

maintaining his power permanently in the country is 
shown by these arrangements. But in spite of them, 
the Greek political connection with India was severed 
almost immediately after it had begun. Within three 
months of the conqueror’s departure, mutinous troops 
murdered his governor in Sindh. The life of 
His death. the great king himself was soon after (June, 

* ’ 323 b.c.) cut short with tragic suddenness 

during the thirteenth year of his reign and the thirty- 
third year of his life. He had only just settled flown 
in Babylon to begin an era of peace and good govern- 
ment. The effects of Alexander’s death ware 
Its results f e j t t h e whole of the ancient world; but 
. in no country were they so immediate as in 
India. Within a few months of h is death the Mace- 
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donians were driven west of the Indus. Subse- 
quently, as the result of an organized general rising, the 
invaders had to leave India altogether. 

1G. The Macedonian rule in India was thus short- 
lived. Still, many important results followed it. Alex- 
ander was not a mere invader. In his 

f . ,, Results of 

tram were many Greeks of eminence in the Alexander’s 

world of science and letters. He was him- expedition, 
self a born explorer with an insatiable thirst for infor- 
mation. He caused the countries through 
which he passed to be surveyed and studied Ex P ,oraEon - 
with thoroughness, and his expeditions resulted in a 
vast increase of European knowledge of the 
East. The routes of Indo-European trade Trade, 
were laid open, and the commercial rela- literature, 
tions of India with Western countries were 
strengthened. Some degree of reciprocal influence was 
also exercised on each other by Greek and Indian art 
and literature. 

17. India also learnt from the invasion some useful 
military and political lessons. Alexander had won his 
victories over large bodies of Indians through Arts o{ war 
his wonderful generalship as well as the and govern- 
superior organization and discipline of his ment ’ 
army. His campaigns proved for the first time the 
merits of the European system of arming, drilling and 
leading troops. Further, the small states and free tribes 
of the Panjab and Sind had been weakened by their 
fights with Alexander, and their overthrow 
by an ambitious Indian power was thereby great Indian 
rendered easy. The fear of another foreign monarchy, 
invasion, and the conviction that it would be impossible 
to withstand it without union, probably made such states 
now willing to accept the protection and supremacy of 
a strong Indian kingdom. Valuable lessons in state- 
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craft, especially regarding the building up anu manage- 
ment of great kingdoms, were also doubtless learnt from 
the empire of Alexander.. The ground was thus ready 
for the erection of a powerful native kingdom in Hindus- 
tan. Such a power soon after came into being when 

Under Chan ^handragupta, a descendant of the ruling 
dragupta family of Magadha, who had been a fugitive 
Manrya. ] n the camp of Alexander, took advantage of 
the confusion following the great king’s death to gather 
a large army, and with its aid to make himself master 
first of the Panjab and next of the extensive kingdom of 
Magadha, then groaning under the oppression and mis- 
rule of the last king of the Nanda, dynasty. 

SECTION III 

Social and Economic Conditions ok North India, 
600-350 n.c. 

18. Interesting glimpses of the social and economic 
condition of North India during the three centuries pre- 
ceding the foundation of the empire of . 

Sources of Chandragupta are available in the sacred 
information. " ‘ 

books of the Buddhists and Jains as well as 

the oldest of the Brabmanical law books ( dharniasi'itra ). 

The information obtained from these sources has to be 

supplemented by Greek accounts, since the Indus country, 

being the stronghold of Brahmanism, was neglected by the 

new sects and left more or less unnoticed in their books. 

19. The chief political divisions of Upper India in 

the sixth century have already been described (vide 

Chapter IV). Their names are given in a 

states^and stock list of the “sixteen great Powers” : 

tribes. found in Buddhist literature, which includes, 

besides 'those mentioned in the previous chapter, border 

peoples like the Acvakns, the KnmBhojas, and the 



occupied !>v them. Amom; the bigger Towns nnd 
i ' , ‘ , vlllnfjcs. 

peoples, monarchy mtihs to have been tin* 

usual form of government, while several of the clans or 

tribes of North-Kast India, in the days of the Buddha, 

were undoubtedly oligarchic republics. The absence of 

many large towns during the period (i.e. the sixth 

century n.r.) also confirms this inference. 1 People lived 

invariably in villages or towns, which were generally 

separated from each other by large stretches of forest 

or woodland, which were infested by wild 

animals, robbers, escaped criminals and run- * orcs * s ' 

away slaves. Outsde the towns there were few roads 

worth the name, though certain long- 

established trade routes connected the various I * onds " 

parts of India with one another. Over these qaravans 


1 Hut though cities were few, those in existence were of large size. 
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of merchants moved together, and transported, under 
' the protection of hired escorts, articles of 
oMrade. 65 bulk an< ^ mu ch value, like silks and 

muslins, costly weapons and armour, pre- 
cious stones, gold and jewellery, ivory, sandalwood, and 
rare spices and perfumes. In the deserts of Rajputana 
land-pilots were employed to guide such caravans. Trade 
was much hampered by the heavy cost of carriage, the 
risks of travel, and the numerous tolls and taxes levied 
on articles of merchandise as they passed through each 
petty state. 

21. Of the different highways of trade, the Ganges 
and the Jumna were naturally the. chief. Coasting 
voyages were also undertaken by adventur- 
of a frade° U<eS ous mar * ners ^ rom Tdmralipli (Tamluk), on 
one of the mouths of the Ganges, to Burma, 
Ceylon, and along the west coast to Bhdrukachcha 
(Bhroach), Roruka (the capital of Sauvfra), and Suppd- 
raka, the great ports of the Kathiawar and Gujarat. 
A voyage to Babylon (Baveru) up the Persian Gulf is 
also mentioned. The overland route to the north-west 


countries started from Takshasila (near Peshawar), the 
great emporium on the frontier. A long road skirted 
the base of the mountains, and connected this city with 
Srdvasti in Kosala, from which roads branched off to 
Ujjain and the western ports (through Kausambi oh the 
Jumna, the capital of the Vatsas), and to Tamralipti, 
through Vaisali, Pataliputra, Ndlanda, Rajagriha, and 
Gayd. Cities like Ujjain, Kausambi, Vdrandsi (Benares), 
and Takshasila, where different routes met, were natu- 
rally great centres of trade (see Map). 

22. The mass of the people, however, Jived then as 
now, in villages. The great field of each village was 
separated from the adjoining forests by a 
Village life. common enclosure, and was divided into 



!?.'{. All the *•!»!»- f ti ades and occupations of a fairly 
advanod rociety were in existence. Trades and crafts 
Were usually hereditary, and tended to hr* 
come sub-castes. The principal trades were <)fc,i r a dnn. 
orpaniml as guilds (jrrrnyn), each under a headman 
[pramultha). In cities all tlin workmen 
following a particular occupation usually 
lived together in a street by themselves. 

21. Exchange of floods was carried on by simple 
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barter. Money .was in use. Rude coins consisting of 
Mone pieces of copper with designs or marks 

punched on them by the issuers (generally 
private men like the goldsmiths and guilds, and not 
the State as now) in proof of their purity and weight, 
were in circulation. 1 Silver was not in use, being still 
apparently a rarer metal than gold, and gold itself was 
very scarcely used. Silver was then, as it is now one 
of the principal imports from the West. Rice and cattle 
were also used to denote value. 

25. Cities and towns were protected by walls and 
fortifications, which were often of stone. Houses, how- 

Archltecture : ever » appear to have been usually built of 
secular wood, as in Malabar and Burma even at 
the present day. Woodcarving was a very flourishing 
art, and the woodwork of the dwellings of princes and 
rich persons was often beautifully carved and painted. 
Large mansions of many storeys and broad streets are 
mentioned. But the houses and the streets of the com- 
mon people were doubtless crowded and badly drained 
and bred disease. 

26. The progress of Buddhism gave a powerful im- 
pulse to religious architecture, and gradually stone 

buildings came more and more into use, 
and religious, ^ough not apparently undertaken on a large 

scale till the third century b.c. Monuments of brick 
and stone ( stupa or chaitya ) were raised over the ashes 
and relics of the Buddha and other holy men. These 
were enclosed by highly carved ornamental railings of 
wood, and later on of stone. Pillars ( stambha ) bear- 
ing sacred emblems were raised by the pious to invite 
the attention of people to the teachings of the Buddha, 


1 Coinage appears to have been introduced into India (probably 
from Babylon) in the seventh century B.c. 
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2>\ Ivth:«‘M :<•!*. v..v- <h»-ap. Ij van impaited hy dis- 
tinguished {r:i<-h«-i** cnl|ei*i»-d together in great centres 
of learning bice Ta1:*haMla (wlvie Kim: 

Pranenajit of Ko>ala t< reived his schooling) Education, 
and Benares (vlu-ir ihr ltuddha preached his first sermon 
to a cultured audience), hy wandering scholars and 
:.s.:hS<*< [f'ntivuijaht}), and by the inmates of Buddhist 
and Jain monasteries. The period of schooling extended 
from nine to thirty-six years. Most teachers accepted 
personal service and payments in hind from pupils in 
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lieu of money fees. Princes, wealthy men and the 
governing- bodies of great cities gave grants for the 
feeding and education of the poor, and rewarded learning 
by presents, pensions and assignments of land-revenue. 

29. An extensive vernacular (Prakrit) literature 
grew up from the teachings of the Buddha, Mahavira, 

TbeVernacu. anc * t * ieir followers, side by side with the 
lars and Sons- older Brahmanical literature; but from the 
nature of its origin it was almost exclu- 
sively confined to religious topics. Sanskrit and the old 
Brahman learning were- driven into the background and 
claimed an ever-diminishing body of adherents. Writing 
in several alphabets was known and in use 
as early as 500 n.c., but principally among 
merchants and Government accountants, and not among 
learned men. Learning was still transmitted orally, and 
books were got up by rote and stored in the memory. 

30. Neither the Buddha nor Mahavira composed any 
religious or doctrinal works. The life of the former 
Growth of ( anc l» to a smaller degree, that of the other 
Buddhism— also) had been one' of tireless activity 
the Connells. p assec j j n a' continuous round of good works. 
The personality of the Buddha made a vivid and lasting 
impression on the minds of people of all classes in his 
day, and before he died he gathered round himself a host 
of disciples and followers from all ranks and walks of 
life. The love and veneration he commanded were shown 
by the contest between some of the influential tribes and 
princes of his day for a share of his mortal relics, 1 as 
well as by the awe and sense of forlornness which came 
over his disciples after his death. They became anxious 
to collect his scattered discourses and teachings and to 

* In 10fl7, during the excavation of a stupa rear Peshawar a msket 
was discovered purporting to contain the hones of the Buddha, placed 
there by the great King Kanishka. 
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arrange them in such a form as to secure their perma- 
nency and harmony, and to prevent arguments within 
the sect regarding their content and meaning. With this 
end in view, the chief disciples of the Buddha met soon 
after his death, and arrived at an agreement regarding 
the chief points of his creed am! system of discipline. 
'Pile work was done well and in time, ns even during 
the lifetime of the master a disaffected follower, Deva- 
datta, had separated from him and founded a new sect, 
and as there was a danger of similar splits among the 
faithful after the Buddha’s death. In course of time, 
when fresh disputes arose among the Buddhists regard- 
ing points of doctrine and discipline the example of the 
original disciples was followed, and big meetings of 
prominent Buddhists were held to settle the questions at 
issue. The assemblies were usually followed by the public 
recital of the holy texts of the sect. Many such meet- 
ings, some on a large and others on an insignificant 
scale, must have been held, but of these we have no 
record. One of these large assemblies was held during 
the third century n.c. under the patronage of the great 
king Asoka. Some memory of earlier disputes and of 
the meetings held to allay them have been preserved 
in Buddhist tradition, which loves to describe this 
assembly as the third great Council ( Saugiti ) of sect, and 
to refer to two others said to have been held respectively 
during the years of the Buddha’s death and of its first 
centenary, as those in which the books of the Buddhist 
canon were collected and arranged. 

31. The Buddha loved to stress the eternal character 


of his teaching by speaking of himself as only one in -a 
succession of Buddhas, who, since the be- 


ginning of the world, had attained to wisdom J 1 ?? Bnddha 
, , , . . . , . deified, 

and helped at various times m freeing man- , 


kind from the bonds of existence. In course of time, 


5 
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when his .direct disciples had died out, and knowledge 
of him had become traditional, the events of his life 
were coloured, and a tendency was set up for his worship 
as a god. Divine honours were paid even to his relics, 
and miracles were ascribed to their influence. 

32. This change in the character of Buddhism, apart 
from the personal influence of its founder and the innate 

S read of mer * £s teachings, had much to do in 

Buddhism spreading them among the people, who could 

Its causes. not grasp their deeper moral and philo- 
sophical import. Other impulses to the spread of the 
religion were found in its church organization, and the 
political events of the times following the death of the 
Buddha. Unlike Brahmanism, Buddhism possessed from 
the start a unity which was the result of its monastic 
system. Groups 'of monks settled in monasteries founded 
by rich Buddhists, and from there spread the tenets of 
their faith among the surrounding people. Important 
■questions concerning the whole body of the Buddhists 
-were settled in church synods or councils {Sangitt), held 
with the concurrence, if not the actual patronage, of 
princes loyal to the faith. The rise of Sudra dynasties, 
like those of the Nandas and Chandragupta, during the 
fifth and fourth centuries b.c. won for the new religion 
their support in rivalry to the older Brahmanism, whose 
followers looked. down on the newer dynasties as low- 
born usurpers. Further, Buddhism accommodated itself 
gradually to the prejudices of the masses, absorbing 
within its system the gods and goddesses of popular 
belief (e.g. the Lokap&las, or "Guardians of the quar- 
ters,” like Indra, Varuna, Kubera, and others; Sri, the 
goddess of luck). Finally, when, after gaining a firm 
hold on great numbers of the people, Buddhism won, in 
the thirrl century _j^cs^he^adherence of the most power- 
ful ruler of it was spread both 
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within and without India with all the strength of a great 

state system of missionary enterprise. 

33. The popular Brahmanic faith also underwent silent 

changes during the same period. The old Vedic gods 

were still worshipped by name, but they 

were deemed to be of less account than Changes In 

Brahmanism. 

before. Even Brahma, the father-god of the 
Upanishads, who is referred to in Buddhist tradition 
also as the foremost of the gods, retires into the back- 
ground before sectarian gods like Siva and Vishnu , 
who with * him form together the Brahmanic Trinity 
( Trimurti ). Krishna, the son of Devaki, the hero of the 
“Lord’s Song” ( Bhagavadgila ), is identified with an 
incarnation ( avatar ) of Vishnu. Old popular beliefs in 
spirits residing in sacred stones and trees, and taking 
the form of serpents, birds, and half-human monsters 
( Yaksha , Ndga, Kinnara, Garuda), were countenanced 
by Brahmanism as well as Buddhism, and the Hindu 
pantheon was peopled by a number of minor deities, 
whom the common folk continued to worship. 1 


1 They continue to be so worshipped to this day. 


CHAPTER VI 


India, B.C. 321-232 
SECTION I 

i The Early Mauryas, b.c. 321-232 

]. The retirement of Alexander the Great from the 
Panjab , marks a turning-point in Indian history. It 
was followed by a memorable event. Prior 

fa^Magadha to t * iere ^ad been no common power 
, ’ supreme over any very considerable area of 

India. During the fifth and fourth centuries, as we 
saw, a tendency for the rise of such a power arose, and 
the kingdom of Magadha, helped by its favourable 
geographical position, by its succession of able kings, 
and by an army strong in its elephant brigade, gra- 
dually won a pre-eminence over the other powers of 
North India. At the time of the Greek invasion the 
whole of the Gangetic plain was ruled by a king named 
Nanda, who was regarded as the wealthiest and most 
powerful Indian ruler of the time. This king, or the 
last of his successors, was overthrown by a kinsman 
named Chandragupta, who had headed a 
throw and the successful patriotic rising against the m- 
rlse of the vaders, and who now turned his arms 
Mauryas. against the reigning dynasty of Magadha, 
Avhich had- apparently made itself unpopular through 
oppression. 1 About b.c. 321 this adventurer established 

1 The success of Chandragupta is attributed in Hindu legend to 
the loyalty and genius of his Brahirtan minister, Chdnakya, whose 
name has since come to be applied in Indian literature to uncommon 
skill in diplomacy. A Sanskrit work of much interest, on the art 
of government ( Artha-Sastra ), attributed to Kautalya, one of the 
names of Chanakya, now exists. It forms an important source 
of our knowledge of the political, social and economic views and 
conditions of the Mauryan age. 
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himself firmly on the throne of Pataliputra, and founded 
a new dynasty (known in history as the Maurya) and a 
new era. This event marked the beginning of a ; new 
and prosperous epoch in Indian history, as for the first 
time the greater part of India came under one king during 
’ the reign of Chandragupta and his immediate successors, 
Bindusara and Asoka. 

2. The romantic career of Chandragupta made a vivid 
impression on his contemporaries, and many accounts 
of him are preserved in Hindu, Buddhist, 

Jain, and even Greek legends. He was a guptn, B.C. 
young man when he came as a fugitive to 32 1 * 297 * 
Alexander’s camp, and so he could not have been much 
past middle age when he died (about b.c. 297). That 
he was a rare leader of men who combined in himself 
very high administrative and military talent is proved 
• by the rapidity* with which he established his rule over 
the greater part of India, and by the peaceful succession 
which followed his death. The Greek accounts describe 
him as a strong and vigorous ruler, ever alert to put 
down crime and disaffection. About 305 B.c. Seleucus, 
surnamed the Conqueror, one of the generals 
qnd successors of- Alexander, invaded India selencns, 
in imitation of his great master, and strove 305 * 
to restore the Greek power on Indian soil. In Chandra- 
. gupta, however, he met his match. The details of the 
conflict between the two great kings are obscure, but 
from the result it is clear that Seleucus had not the best 
of it, for he had to retire beyond the Hindu Kush 
mountains and cede to the Indian king all the provinces 
to ‘ the south and east of that range, including the 
countries now called Afghanistan and Balu- 
chistan. The Indian kingdom thus obtained B,C ’ 303 ‘ 
a- splendid natural frontier, the recovery of which 
has since been the great aim of many Anglo-Indian ' 
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fragments of his book are now available, and all modem 
accounts of Maurvan India are indirectly based upon them. 

3. Before Chandragupta died (about B.c. 297) he had 
become supreme over all Upper India (including Afgha- 
nistan and Gujarat), from the Hindu-Kush 

and the Himalayas to the Vindhya mountains, Extent of his 
• . power, 

and from sea to sea. He had the biggest 

army of the time in India, an immense force consisting 
of 600,000 foot soldiers, 30,000 horse, and 9,000 ele- 
phants, which was carefully kept up in a very efficient 
condition. Of Bindusara, his successor, 

nothing is known beyond the fact that he . 

t r • . B.C. 297«274« 

kept up friendly intercourse with Seleucus 

and his successor Antiochus, as well as the other Greek 

princes. From the fact that at the time of the accession 

of his son Asoka, the Dakhan (with the exception of 

Kalinga, or the coast strip between the mouths of the 

Mahanndi and the Krishna) was included in the Mauryan 

empire, it is inferred that the provinces south of the 

Vindhya mountains were added to the kingdom either by 

Bindusdra, or more probably by his great father. 

4. Bindusdra died about b.c. 274, and was succeeded 

by his son Asoka-vardhana (usually known as Asoka), 

the most illustrious ruler of ancient times. 

, T , f . . \soka (Piva. 

We are now fortunate in possessing an b.c. 

authentic record of his reign in his inscrip- 274-232. 
tions, which are the oldest and by far the most valuable 
historical records yet discovered in India. 

They have been found generally by the side 
of ancient highways graven on massive rocks, or pillars 
of stone, and at places as remote from each other as 
the Nepalese Tarai, the Yuzufzai country on the north- 
west frontier, Girnar in Kathiawar, ‘ Siddhapura in 
Mysore, Maski in the Nizam’s State and Jaugada in the 
Ganjam district (Madras). In them the king, who 
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delights .to 'call himself Piyadassi (Sanskrit/ priyndarsin, 
“the • gracious”), 1 speaks -direct to his officers and 
subjects in such language' as everybody could under- 
stand. As they are addressed to his subjects, it is 
evident that the empire of Asoka included the 
provinces where they have been found. Further, the 
fact that all of them are written practically in the 
same language (a dialect of Prakrit that was spoken in 
Magadha) shows that at the time it was understood 
•throughout India, and that a knowledge of reading and 
writing was more or less general in the empire. The 
subject-matter of these documents shows how earnestly 
and persistently the emperor laboured to promote the 
material and moral welfare of his people. It is a matter, 
however, for regret that the inscriptions, on account of 
their being personal addresses by the king to his lieges, 
do not speak as fully of the history of the reign as we 
should desire. We have to supplement them, therefore, 
partly by facts gleaned from the legends which grew 
round his name. Even so,- what we are able to learn 
comes up to very little when we consider how great a 
ruler Asoka was, and how long he reigned. 

5. For some reason, not now ascertainable (perhaps 
a disputed succession), the new king, who at the time 

of his father’s death (274 B.c.) was the 

The i viceroy at Ujjain, was not formally crowned 
war, is»w» Zoit 

for more than three years after his acccs- 
sion. It is, however, fairly certain that he did not 
wade to the throne through the blood of his nearest 
kindred. One of his inscriptions mentions some brothers 
and sisters as alive at the time of its publication* (b.c. 
257-256). About the twelfth year of his reign, and the 


1 Ir» the Mask! Edict the name Asoka itself is used. 
J Vide Rock-edict V, 
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ninth of his coronation ( abliisheka ), i.e. 261 B.c., a war 
broke out as the result of which ICalinga (the terri*- 
tory stretching- along the coast between the deltas 
of the Mahanadi and the Krishna), which had hitherto 
been ' independent, was conquered and annexed. The 
horrors of this bloody struggle made a profound impres- 
sion on the mind of the gracious king who had waged 
it, so much so that from that time onward (as he has 
himself stated in undying words of remorse and sorrow) 
he set himself resolutely against all further thoughts of 
earthly conquests, and strove to promote the triumphs of 
righteousness ( dharma ) by becoming an ardent follower 
of the peace-loving religion of the Buddha. During the 
war, according to his own statement, 150,000 persons 
had been led into captivity, 100,000 had been slain, and 
of the ordinary people many times that number had 
perished through want, violence, and misery. “The loss 
of even the hundredth or the thousandth part of the 
persons who then were slain, carried away captive, or 
done to death in Kalinga would now,” says Asoka in an 
edict published about B.c. 256, “be a matter of deep 
regret to his Majesty. Although a man should do him 
an injury, his Majesty holds that it must be patiently 
borne, so far as it can be patiently borne. Even upon 
the forest tribes his Majesty has compassion, and he 
seeks- their conversion, inasmuch as the might even of 
his Majesty is based upon repentance. . . . This is 
the chiefest conquest in his Majesty’s opinion, the con- 
quest by the Law of Piety.” 1 

6. The rest of his reign was passed by Asoka in ac- 
cordance with this resolution, and we hear 

of no further wars or conquests. He thence- and 

- , , . Buddhism, 

forth devoted himself to the work of care- 


1 Rock-edicf XIII., Mr. Vincent Smith’s translation. 
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fully administering - his vast dominions, which at last 
embraced all the country from the Himalayas as far 
south as the Palar river, as well as -Afghanistan, Northern 
Baluchistan, Kashmir, and the adjacent valleys. ' He 
also strove manfully to spread righteousness, chiefly as 
it was conceived by the Buddha, both within and without 
his dominions. With this end in view, he entered the 
Buddhist order as a lay follower in the eleventh year 
after his coronation (f.e. 260 B.c.}, abolished the royal 
hunts, and instituted in their place pious tours and 
pilgrimages. He also dispatched missionaries to preach 
the doctrines of the Buddha to the uncivilized tribes 
dwelling within the empire { the Bhojas, the Pulindas, 
the Andhras, the Kambhojas, and the like), to the inde- 
pendent states of the south — the Chola, the Pandya, the 
Keralaputra (Malabar), and the Satyaputra (Coorg or 
Kanara) kingdoms, to Ceylon, and even to the remote 
kingdoms of the West, ruled by the successors of 
Alexander (viz. Syria, Egypt, .Cyrene, and Macedon). 
Thus, through Asoka’s efforts, Buddhism was in the third 
century' b.c. well on its way to become a world-religion. 

7. "Within his own dominions Asoka used his immense 

s' 

power to spread the moral teachings which he had learnt 
from Buddhism, and in later life he sought to enforce 
them by the appointment of a special body of officers, 
who were entrusted not merely with the duty of carrying 
out his wishes, but also with the supervision of the 
private life and morals of his subjects. They appear 
likewise to have had the control of the king’s charities, 
which chiefly took the form of building monasteries for 
the religious orders, hospitals for man and beast, and 
rest-houses for the traveller. 

The substance of his teaching was simple. Kindness 
to animal life, purity of mind and body, reverence and 
toleration were the chief virtues which his edicts sought 
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to his reign. We have also, in one of his inscriptions 
on a pillar which still exists, a record of a pilgrimage 
he made in his old age to the birth-place of the Buddha. 
The old Buddhist chronicles of Ceylon state that a 
splendid Church congress was held at Pataliputra at 
the instance of Asoka, and that from it delegates were 
sent to spread Buddhism in distant countries. Two near 
relations of the emperor, Mahinda (Sanskrit, Mahendra) 
and his sister Sanghamitta (Sanga-mitra), are said to 
have led the mission which converted Ceylon. As no 
mention of the council occurs in the inscriptions of the 
king yet discovered, some learned men doubt the truth 
of this legend. The story is, however, not improbable, 
as proofs of some of the missionaries mentioned by the 
legend have been discovered, and there also exists among 
the remains of the great stupa of Sanchi a remarkable 
picture, which seems to refer to this embassy to Ceylon 
(see frontispiece). 

: 9. The ehiperor; though a firm believer in the Buddha 
himself, yet tolerated in a liberal spirit wide differences 
of opinion in religious matters. In some of 
toleration 101 * 8 ^' s ec ^ cts he enjoins reverence and liberality 
to Brahmans, Jains, and to all ascetics as a 
general rule. In one of them it is expressly stated that 
“His Majesty King Piyadassi reverences men- of all sects, 
whether ascetics or householders, by largesses and other 
modes of showing respect.” 

In the same edict he condemns men who would display 
their,, attachment to their own religion by disparaging 
those of others. Inscriptions of the king and his suc- 
cessor Dasaratlia record donations even to an unpopular 
sect of the times (known as the Aiivakas). 1 

10. The great emperor is the most memorable figure 


’ Vide note at the end of the chapter. 
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in the history of India before the time of Akbar. Few 

Indian kings have had such an exalted sense 

of dutv as Asoka had, and he apparently His greatness 
; # 1 1 " as a ruler, 

was still not fully satisfied with his unselfish 

devotion to the cause of his people. * 'I am never fully 
satisfied,” says he, in one of his edicts, “with m3' exer- 
tions and my despatch of business. Work I must, for 
the public benefit; and the root of the matter is in exer- 
tion and despatch of business, than which nothing' is 
more efficacious for the general welfare. And for what 
do I toil? For no other end than this, that I may dis- 
charge my debt to animate beings, and that while I make 
some happy in this world, they may, in the next, gain 
heaven.” 

Asoka ’s work did not stop with good intentions. 
From his capital at Pataliputra he struck at oppression 
wherever he found it, and saw that his commands were 
enforced in the remotest parts of his dominions. As the 
poorest of his subject's were not beneath the king’s 
notice, so the highest officials in the state, and even 
the members of the royal family were not safe from his 
censure and from punishment when they' went wrong. 
He was able to keep peace within his extensive and 
diversified empire for nearly half a century. He safe- 
guarded his frontiers from violation during a long reign 
without once drawing the sword to protect them. By 
liberal treatment of the backward races subject to. his 
rule, he ensured their loyalty and restrained their turbu- 
lence. With unlimited power at his disposal, and placed 
when still young at the head of an immense military 
force, he entered with reluctance upon the only' war of 
his reign, and after victory had the wisdom and modera- 
tion to sheath his sword and devote his life to the victories 
of peace. Such work would .be ample proof of greatness 
in any king in any age. It is all the more marvellous 
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that such praise should have been deserved by one who 
lived more than twenty-one centuries ago. The more one 
studies the life and work of this great emperor, the more 
is he tempted to recognize in him a kindred spirit to 
Akbar, and to that which animates British rule in India. 

Note. 

This brief account of Asoka and the general principles of his 
government will show that, from many points of view, he offers a 
fitting parallel to two other sovereigns who succeeded him long 
after, at different periods and under different circumstances — viz. 
the Emperor Akbar and the Empress Victoria. It is remarkable 
that, whether we consider the extent of their empires, their high 
ideas of regal duty, or the ideals and modes of their government, 
the similarity between the three rulers should appear so striking ; 
while it becomes singularly interesting and instructive when we 
remember that religious toleration was proclaimed and enforced 
b 3 ' all the three. The reader might compare the wise words of 
Asoka quoted above with the following passage from the Pro- 
clamation of 1858 : — 

“Firmly relying Ourselves on the truth of Christianity, and 
acknowledging with gratitude the solace of religion, We disclaim 
alike the right and the desire to impose Our convictions on any of 
Our subjects.” 

SECTION II 

Social Conditions under the Early Mauryas 
11. The glimpses we obtain of the social and political 
life of Northern India under the early Mauryas show 
that the people had then reached a high 
The degree of civilization, and that they were 

™orernment > / unc ^ er ru ^ e a centralized, absolute 

monarchy. The affairs of government were 
personally supervised by the king, who, as in the case 
of Chandragupta and Asoka, devoted the best part of 
the day to the task of .administration. A large body 
of graded officials, ranging from viceroys of great pro- 
vinces down to the petty heads of villages, carried out 
the king’s will. Their actions were privately watched 
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elephants, besides chariots, the transport corps, and the 
fleet. ■ That this immense array was needed even in times 
of- peace is evident from the statement of Greek writers, 
who mention similar large armies as maintained even 
by some of the vassals of the Mauryan empire (e.g. 
the Kaiingas and the Andhras). Special attention was 
paid to the arming and equipment of this great force, 
and military affairs were administered by a Board of 
thirty members. From Greek accounts it appears that 
the army of Magadha was especially strong in its 
cavalry and its corps of war-elephants, on which it 
depended for victory in battle. The foot-soldiers were 
armed with long bows, double-edged swords, and large 
shields of ox hide; while the cavalry-men carried lances, 
in addition to short swords and bucklers. The war- 
chariots were drawn by oxen. During war, husband- 
men were, as far as possible, left unmolested. 1 

15. The civil administration was carried on by an 
elaborate machinery of officials. Taxes were levied both 

in money and in kind, and were collected 
Bevennw>t^te by the local officers. The land-tax formed 
then, as now, the chief item of revenue. 
Besides, the State received a considerable income from 
taxes on commerce and traffic (market-dues, tithes of 
sale-proceeds, tolls, and ferry dues), the royalties on 
mines and fisheries, the income of the State domain and 
forests, excise-duties, fines, and profession taxes.* 

16. In return the State assisted cultivation and trade 
by minute attention to irrigation works and roads, the 

provision of ferries and bridges over rivers, 
Public works. and the construction of rest-houses for 

1 This is the statement of Megasthenes. Asolca, however, refers 
to the slaughter of .defenceless people during his war with halinga. 

* KautUlya even mentions "benevolences” or “free-will gift's" 
levied from rich people. 
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Costume. 


and controlled by the State. The people, as a whole* 
appear to have lived contentedly. “They live happily 
enough,” says Megasthenes, "being simple 
prosperity. m their manners and frugal. They never 
drink wine except at sacrifices. Their houses 
and property they generally leave unguarded.” Slavery 
was prevalent, but slaves appear to have been treated 
with kindness. Agriculture was generally prosperous, on 
account of the periodical rains and careful irrigation of 
the soil. But famines, though rare, were not unknown. 1 

19. .Megasthenes also describes the Indians of his day 
as well skilled in the arts. "They love finery and orna- 
ment. Their robes are worked in gold and 
ornamented with precious stones, and they 
also wear flowered garments made of the finest muslin.” 
This description is borne out by the sculptures at Sanchi, 
as well as by the references in Buddhist works. The 
-dress of the men and women was simple enough, con- 
sisting, as at the present day, of a fine cloth tied round 
the loins, with occasionally another to cover the body. 

The ornaments and head-dress of men and 
women were, however, the richer for this 
simplicity of costume. The jeweller’s art 
especially was highly advanced. The polished edict- 
pillars of stone raised by Asoka testify to the high degree 
of skill attained by the stone-workers of his time, and 
the perfection of their tools; while their presence in 
places where the kinds of stone from which they have 
been hewn are not available shows how skilfully the 
builders and engineers of Asoka overcame the difficulties 

* Jain traditions mention a great famine in Magadha during the 
time of Chandragupta, when a large body of Jains were obliged to 
emigrate to South India. They even add that the Emperor Chandra- 
gupta (the Maurya) died a Jain in the province now called Mysore 
(see Mr. Lewis Rice’s "Mysore from Ihe Inscriptions"). 
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in the way of transporting heavy masses over long 
distances. 

20. The conversion of Asoka made Buddhism pre- 
eminent over its rivals. In later times he alone was 
believed to have erected, for the. glory of the 
Buddhist Church, as many as 8-1,000 build- 
ings and monuments. Some of these struck 
popular imagination so forcibly as to induce the belief 
that they were built for the emperor by spirits and 
demons. Brahmanism also revived silently through the 
tolerant policy of Asoka and his successors. Its., spread 
was much helped by the gradual diffusion of Sanskrit, 
a refined and literary form of the vernaculars, which had 
found as early as the fourth century n.c. its most emi- 
nent grammarian, lVmini. 1 The spread of Jainism was 
slower. It appealed mostly to the trading classes and 
castes. But the common people believed then, as now, 
•in a number of petty gods and spirits, and practised 
various superstitious rites.’ The more refined ideas of 
the rival sects and religions were above them. Conse- 
quently, in course of time Buddhism and Brahmanism, 
in the effort to gain the masses, borrowed many of the 
popular superstitions and made them part of their tenets. 
A tendency was thus set for a lowering in the tone of 
these religions, as well as for the growth of many points 
of likeness between their ceremonies and practices. 

1 He was a native of Salatura, near Takshnsila, nnd is generally 
held to have lived about n.c. 350. His famous work was entitled 
the "Eight Chapters" ( i.e . of Grammatical aphorisms) — ashtddhydyi. 

* Asoka enumerates with aversion n number of these rites in his 
Rock-edict IX. 
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India, B.C. 232 toA.D, 300 

SECTION I 

Political History of the Period 

!• The great Maury an empire broke up soon after the 
death of Asoka. The genius of the emperor had alone 

<he B Mauryan ** from the disruption that naturally 

empire. threatened dominions so loosely knit and 
forming such diverse units. 1 

The north-west frontier was first rendered unsafe by 
the rise, about B.c. 250, of two new states, Bactria (Balkh) 
and Parthia (Khorasan, Samarkhand, and* 
Bactrians!" t!ie South Caspian coast), on the ruins of 
the emipre of Seleucus. Within a quarter of 
a century of the death of Asoka, Antiochus III, king of 
Syria (b.c. 223-167), a descendant of Seleucus, invaded 
first Bactria and then the Kabul valley. His march 
was imitated by his son-in-law Demetrius, a Bactrian, 
who extended his conquests over Kabul and the greater 
part of the Panjab and Sindh (about b.c. 190). The 
lands thus taken from the Mauryan empire fell to a 


1 Among the other causes of the decline of the Mauryan empire 
may be mentioned the uncentral nature of its capital, the presence 
of half-conquered states (like Kalinga and Andhra) within it, the 
revival of Brahmanism, and the growing rivalry between it and 
Buddhism. The excessive centralization of power at the hands of 
the king at Pataliputra, which had been introduced by Chandra- 
' gupta and Asoka, was another cause, as such authority was certain 
of misuse when weak or incapable rulers succeeded to the throne. 
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number of petty Graeco-Bactrian chiefs. The most 
conspicuous among these was Menander 1 ^j enan( j er 
(about B.c. 150), a powerful and just ruler, 
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with some leaning to Buddhism. His capital was first . 

1 Menander is perhaps the only Yavana (Greek) ruler, who has 
become famous in ancient Indian literature. Under the name of 
Milinda, King of Sagala, he appears as the disciple of the Buddhist 
sage Nigasena in the Milindapanha ("Questions of Milinda 4 ’) a Pali 
work on Buddhist philosophy. 









86 


History of India 

Kabul and then Sagala (Sialkot). He made himself 
master of Kabul, the valley of the Indus (to its mouths), 
and Kathiawar, and raided Mathura (Muttra), Sdkfeta 
(Oudh), and part of Rajputana. 

2. While the western and north-western possessions 
of the Mauryans thus crumbled away, their possessions 

in the south and south-east were also lost. 
The Andhras. ^ndhras, w h 0 h ac j jj een a formidable 

power even in the days of Chandragupta and Asoka, 
made themselves independent in the Dakhan about 225 
King Khara- b.c. A little later Kalinga, which Asoka had 
vela of Ka- conquered after so much bloodshed, freed 
BjC. a * jgQ t rCa itself from the Mauryan .yoke and, under 
its vigorous Jain ruler, Khdravela, attacked the 
Magadhan dominions from the south-east. 

3. It was thus a sadly diminished heritage that was 
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left for the weak successors of Asoka. It was limited. 

. to the provinces now known as Tirhut, 
The later . ,, , 

Mauryas and Bihar, the United Provinces, and Malwa. 

the Sungas. Over these the later Mauryas ruled till 
about b.c. 185, when their throne was usurped by an 
ambitious general named Pushyamitra, who founded a 
dynasty of princes known as the Sungas. During a long 
reign of about thirty-five years the usurper fought suc- 
cessfully against the enemies by whom Magadha was 
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now surrounded. Though not a persecutor of Buddhism, 
Pushy^imitra began a Brahman reaction . against it, and 
celebrated the long-intermitted horse-sacrifice. After his 
death the dynast}’ degenerated till its last kings were 
mere puppets in the hands of their ministers. About 
b.c. 72, one of these, Vasudeva, a Brahman of the Kdnva 
family, killed the last Sunga and founded a short-lived 
dynasty, the last member of which was conquered and 
slain a generation before the Christian era 
by a king of the Andhra dynasty, which had The Kanvas ’ 
become supreme in the Dakhan. 

4. While decay was thus setting in in the body of 

the old empire of Magadha, rapid changes were taking 

place in the countries lying on the north- 
r a J 55 The Sahas, 

west frontier. Under an able ruler named 

Mithradates I. (174-136 B.c.), the Parthian (Persian) 
kingdom had attained great power. While Menander 
was engaged in his Indian conquests, the Bactrian 
principality was overthrown by a horde of Mongolian 
nomads known in Indian history as the Sakas, who 
were expelled from their homes on the upper Jaxartes 
(Syr Daria) by a second horde known in history as the 
Yue-chi, and compelled to seek new homes (about B.c. 
165). These invaders soon crossed the Hindu Kush and 
poured into Afghanistan (where they occupied the 
' Helmund valley, since then known as Seistan, Sdkds- 
thana, “the abode of the Sakas”), and also penetrated 
into India, where chiefs of Saka origin founded settle- 
ments at Takshasila (Taxila), Mathura 
(Muttra), and Surashtra (Kathiawar). As p° Chians, 
these rulers bore the Parthian (Persian) title 
of Satrap (Kshatrapa), it is inferred that they owed 
some kind of fealty to the great Parthian kings of the 
time. Princes of pure Parthian lineage bearing Parthian 
names appear also to have ruled on the north-\Vest for 
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above a century before the Christian era 1 (from about 
b.c. 120). One of them was Gondopharnes (19-43 
in whose time, according: to an old tradition, the religion 
of Jesus Christ was brought to India bv the Apostle 
Thomas. 

5. The irruption of a new and mighty body of invaders 
from Central Asia put an -end, about 30 b.c., to 
_. v .. these small kingdoms. The great Vue-clii 
horde, which about b.c. 16 3 had, as uv 
saw, driven the Sakas from their homes on the Jaxartes 
(Syr Daria), was itself driven further south into Bactria 
within a generation of its settlement in the original Saha 
territories. Within a century it made rapid progress in 
the arts of life, lost its wandering nature, and became 
a powerful and settled nation, divided into five kindred 
tribes, each ruled by a different family. Half a century 
after the Christian era, a Vue-clii chief, 
empire^ l,Snna known in history as Kadphises I., who was 
the head of one of these tribes (called the 
Kusanas), made himself supreme over his rivals, and 
led his massed forces over the Hindu Kush and enn- 
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Indus and the Persian frontier. The fmio-Bactrian atul 
I min- Partition powers of the north-west were destroyed 
hv his conquests. About 80 a.d. lie was succeeded by 
another Kadphises (“the second"), who during an equally 
long reign spread his power over all Northern India, 
as far south as Sindh, as far east as Renaros. The 
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frontiers of three great empire} — those of China, Parthia, 
and Rome — approached the limits of his dominions. The 
disappearance of a host of small chiefships before these 
mighty empires without doubt removed the barriers 
which had, after the death of Asoka and Seloucus, 
restrained trade and the exchange of ideas between the 
Hast and the West. Commerce revived, and with it 
came a revival of Indian art under Orteco-Rontan infill- 
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encc. All these added to the wealth and greatness of 
the second Kadphises, who left at his death (a.». 120) a 
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flourishing empire to his still more famous successor 
Kanishka. 



6. The name of Kanishka (120-1G0 a.d.) is the most 
celebrated in Buddhist annals after that of Asoka, and 
in the countries to the North of India where 
Kanishka. Buddhism prevails, the names of the two 
emperors' are coupled together as' great benefactors to 
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the religion. A threat Buddhist Council was held during 
his reign (in Kashmir nr in the Jalandhar doab) under 
the: leadership of Vasumilra and Asvaghosha. to consider 
the main doctrines of the northern form of Buddhism 
(known as Mahiiytina, <>r the Great Vehicle) which en- 
couraged the practice of worshipping the Buddha as the 
Deity. But even apart from his services to Buddhism, 
Kanishka had greatness enough to he remembered in 
history, 

7. In India he extended his conquests into Kashmir, 
and as far east as Patalipulra. Me made a successful 
war against the Parthians. whose frontiers, adjoined his 
own, as well as against the Chinese empire, from which 
he won the provinces of Yarkhaml, K hot an, and Kashgar. 
Mis cmipre extended from Bokhara to Sindh, from Persia 
to Bihar. Thus Kanishka's dominions outside the limits 
of India were vaster than his possessions within it. Still, 
in history he is known only as an Indian king. His 
capital was I’utushnpuru (Peshawar), on the different 
routes from India to his outlying territories, and he en- 
riched the country about it (Gandhara) with many Bud- 
dhist shrines, in tin* ruins of which numerous sculptures, 
chiefly illustrating - the life of the Buddha, in which 
Grreco-Roman influence is perhaps apparent, have been 
found.' 

8. The reign of Kanishka extended for about forty 
years. About 160 a.d. he was succeeded by Huvishka, 
who was followed after nearly thirty years 

bv a king named Vdsudeva, whose Indian H1 * SBCCCS " 

name suggests the inference that the Kusana 

kings had become naturalized in India. The reign of 

1 Ono of these — a large stupa — was excavated about 1907, and 
was found to contain a casket with the relics of the Buddha. These 
relics are now preserved in Burma, the only Buddhist province of 
the Indian Empire. 
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this ruler apparently came to an end about 220 a.d., at 
about (he same time as the great Andhra dynasty of the 
Dakhan and Magadha. Petty chiefs claiming Kusana 
ancestry, however, continued to rule the Kabul country 
till the fifth century, when they were uprooted by the 
Huns. 

9. The history of India during the two or three gene- 
rations following the death of Visudeva is now almost 
a blank. It is certain, however, that during 
anarchy °* 1 ^ 1 ' s interva ' numerous petty chiefs arose on 

the ruins of the Kusana empire, and in the 
absence of any strong central authority to keep them in- 
check, the old confusion and anarchy spread again within 
the country ; while _ the frontiers were left unguarded. 
Belter days were, however, in store for the land, as 
by the beginning of the fourth century a.d. a small power 
was coming into prominence in Magadha, which was 
destined to revive the glories of the earlier Indian 
empires. 


SECTION II 


Social Conditions of the Period 

10. The long period intervening between the fall of 
the Mauryan empire and the foundation of the Gupta 
kingdom was an eventful one in the history 
Buddhlsm°and of Inclian religion, art, and literature. With 
rise of Brah- the fall of the Mauryan dynasty a strong 
nanism. Brahman ic and Jain revival took place. 
Pushyamitra celebrated, as we saw, the Vedic horse 
sacrifice. About the same time, Kharavela, king of 
Kalinga, showered benefactions on the Jain monastic 
orders. Buddhism, however, did not lose ground, as it 
gained the adhesion of many of the superstitious 
foreigners (the Sakas, the Yue-chis, and the Pallavas) 
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vilio now fl***krd into Indio. 1 Hut in its efforts to 
f’linpi its dnrtrim*'' and practices to these unrefined in- 
vaders, it 1«»M its purity by embodying many popular 
rites and oerrmnnics, including idol-worship. This new 
and grower Hiuldhi'-m r< aehed its zenith during the 
reign <»f Kani-hka, when its principles were alVirmcd in 
the great > elisions assembly held under his patronage. 3 

11. The revival of Sanskrit kept pace with that of 
Hrahmanism. The work of Panini was continued by 
other grammarians, among whom Patanjali 
was the greatest. Sanskrit graduallv dis- J ev h‘ B J °f 
placed the Prakrits as the language of the 
cultured, amongst the Huddhists. as among the Brah- 
mans. and Buddhist writers, like Asvaghosha, composed 
works in it. Mven inscriptions began to be composed in 
Sanskrit.* 

The rivalry between the sects promoted activity in 
religious and philosophical thought. The old systems 
of Indian philosophy were amplified and 
developed. In the field of conduct, the 1 fl " d Sanskrit 
Brahman ideals of civil and moral law were 
collected in a celebrated code (dharma-saslra), to which 
tltc name of the heroic law-giver Mann was given. 
Secular literature (stories, poetry, and the drama) also 
received considerable additions, and the poets HAla, 
Blitlsa ; and Sudraka may bo ascribed to this period.'* 
In medicine remarkable progress was made, and standard 

‘Some of these foreigners, e.g. Kadphiscs II and- VAsudcvn, of 
the liusana dynasty, die Satrap Rudradaman, and the Pallava 
Sivaskandavarman, were, however, patrons of Brahmanism. 

! A Buddhist sage, named Asvaghosha, is reputed to have influ- 
enced Kanishka in favour of the new Buddhism. 

* The earliest known example of such an inscription is that of the 
great Satrap Rudradaman at Gimar (a.D. 150). 

4 Sudraka was the author of the celebrated play, “TJic Little 
Clnv Cart" ( Mricehaltati ). 
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treatises were published by Charaka, the physician of 
Kanishka, and Susruta, a celebrated surgeon who lived 
during this period. 

12. The first two centuries of the Christian era saw 
considerable activity in architecture and sculpture 
throughout Hindustan and the Dakhan. This 

nnd^cufpturc. was duc to the zeal of rivaI sectaries. In 
the Panjab and the regions to its north-west 
(i.e. Gandhara), Greeco-Bactrian artists erected numerous 
stupas and shrines and enriched them with beautiful sculp- 
tures — the finest that ancient India has to show. Purely 
native schools of architects and sculptors made the 
stupas and cave temples of Central India and the Dakhan 
respectively. The foreign influence was felt even in 
coinage, and a famous type of coins modelled on those 
of the Roman empire, which was advancing towards 
Babylon at the time, was introduced into India during 
the reigns of the Kusana kings and was copied by their 
successors. 


Note 

Scholars are not yet agreed on the date of Kanishka. Attempts 
have been made to bring the date of his accession into harmony 
with the initial years of one or the other of the two famous Indian 
eras — the Vikrama and the Saka, which are reckoned as com- 
mencing from B.c. 68 and 78 a.d. respectively. The archaeological 
evidence is clearly against the first of these dates, and even the 
second will harmonise less with all the available evidence than the 
date accepted in this chapter. 



CHAPTER VIII 


North India, A.D. 300-650 


SECTION I 


Political History of the Period 

1. Order and peace were brought again into the 
country at the beginning of the fourth century a.d. by 
the rise of a fresh kingdom in Hindustan. 

The founders of the new power are known {juptn*^-* * 
in history as the Guptas. The first notable Chandra- 
man of the family was a Chandragupta, 1 ^ upta 
who made himself master of Pataliputra and the dis- 
tricts about it. In this he was assisted by the influence 
of his wife, a princess of the ancient and famous tribe of 
the Licchavis. He conquered before his death (a.d. 326) 
the districts now called Bihar, Tirhut, and Oudh. He 
also founded, in a.d. 320, a new era, perhaps in com- 
memoration of his assumption of regal titles. 

2. He was followed on the throne by his son Samu- 
dragupta (a.d. 326-375), the most eminent member of 
the dynasty. We now possess a fairly long samndra- 
description of this king’s achievements and gnpta (A.D. 
virtues in a poetical Sanskrit inscription. 320 - 375 ). 
incised by his command upon one of Asoka’s ecztt 
pillars. It appears from this and other accounts 
he was a great and successful warrior, and was. 
a cultured patron of art and letters. Witntn a 
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4. Samudragupta was thus one of the most powerfi 
rulers and conquerors of India. His celebrated rail 
His power ^ad no parallel till the fourteenth century 
and great* when Malik Kafur led a similar marauding 
nas. expedition over almost the same regions a: 

were covered by the Hindu conqueror. 

At the time of his death, the territories directly undei 
Samudragupta embraced the regions between the 
Himalayas on the north and the Narmada on the south, 
and the Bhagirathi on the east, and the Jumna and the 
Chambal on the west. Outside these boundaries stood 


tributary principalities like Samatata, Vanga, and Kdma- 
rupa, and protected tribes like the Yaudheya confedera- 
tion, and the Malavas. 1 

Even foreign rulers like the kings of Kabul and Ceylon 
were impressed by his power and wealth, and kept up 
friendly relations with him. Literature and music 
flourished at his court, and the king himself was proud 
of his own skill in music and poetry. During his long 
reign the country was so well administered that we do 
not hear of any wars or rebellions within it, and the 
peace and security enjoyed by his subjects won the praise 
of the Chinese traveller Fa-Hian, who visited India during 
the next reign. 8 

5. Chandragupta II. should have been of mature age 
when he succeeded his father, and like him he reigned 
Chandra* long and gloriously (a.b. 375-413). He too 
gnpta II.— W as a conqueror and a man of letters. He 
OLD?™^*^* P ut down a rebellion in Bengal, and claims 
413). to have crossed, in another expedition, “the 

seven mouths of the Indus.” But the great event of 


'For the position of these, see Map VII. 

* The Guptas minted gold coins on a large scale, some of which 
are considered “the finest examples of Indian (minting) art." Now 
the coin of Samudragupta where he is represented playing the vlnct. 
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his reign was the conquest (a.d. 395) of the kingdom 

of the great Satraps of the West, who ruled over Malwa, 

Gujarat, and Kathiawar. 1 • He then assumed the title of 

Yikramaditya, “a Sun in prowess,” and was perhaps 

the original of the celebrated Vikramaditya of Indian 

legend. The conquest of the Satrap domi- _ 

, , , _ . r Conquests of 

mons rounded the Gupta empire on the west, the Satraps of 

and gave it an opening to the sea, and a AraIffa ' 

share of the sea-borne trade with the West. Ujjain, the 

Satrap capital, became the seat of Chandragupta, and 

won undying renown in Indian literature from the gifted 

men who adorned his court. 



6. The prosperity of the Guptas reached its zenith 

during the reign of Chandragupta II. After his death 

weakness and decay crept into the empire. 

The reigns of his son and grandson, Kuma- 1115 succes " 

ragupta I. and Skandagputa, lasted together 

for about two-thirds of a century (a.d. 413-480), but 

during the period the kingdom, instead of gaining 

stability, steadily lost it. The Huns, a half- 

civilized nomadic race, generallv believed to .® Bn 
, . , ' invasions, 

be of Mongul origin, who had within the 

previous century swarmed into Europe and spread 


1 Vide Chapter X„ para. 3. 
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desolation through it, now threatened India from the 
north-west. The small Kusana kingdom of Kabul coir 
lapsed before them. Between ~a.d. 450 and 460 the Gupta 
sovereigns had to repulse small bodies of the invaders, 
which rushed into Hindustan in advance of the main 
hordes. Ten years later Skandagupta was forced to 
retire before larger bodies which overran the Panjab and 
the frontier districts. About the time of his death (a.d. 
480) the great kingdom of Persia was shattered by 
another body of the Huns, who thus became supreme 
from the Volga to the Ganges. 

7. The Huns destroyed the Gupta empire, but were 
unable to found in its place a lasting kingdom of their 


Toramana own - Ugly and barbarous, they came into 
and Mibira* the land as marauders, and remained such 
£ n,a * until they were expelled or destroyed a 


century later. Toramana (c. a.d. 490-510), one of their 



A Coix of Mihiragula 


chiefs, attempted to establish a form of settled govern- 
ment over the Panjab, Rajputana, and Central India. 
His son Mihiragula (c. a.d. 510-540) followed in his 
steps, and ruled in India for nearly a score of years. 
But his savage and inhuman cruelties provoked a desper- 
ate national rising against the Huns. The movement 
was led by Narasimhagupta, a descendant of the Gupta 
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family, which still ruled with diminished strength and 
splendour in Mngndha, and by his vassal, a Central 
India chief named Yasodharman. Through their exer- 
tions Mihiragula's power in India was broken (a.d. 528), 
and he was forced to retire into Kashmir, where he died 
in a.i>. 510. 


$. The retreat and death of Mihiragula were followed 
by a disaster affecting the whole body of Asiatic Huns. 
Between A.n. 563 and 567, a combination of 


the Persians and Turks destroyed the main 
body of the Huns on the Amu Daria. The 


The downfall 
of the Huns. 


small bodies of the invaders who still remained in India, 
being thus cut off from their support, were destroyed 
in detail by local Rajas, who obtained among their con- 
temporaries a degree of fame and influence proportionate 
to their activity and success in ridding the country of 
the common enemy. One of these Rajas was PrabhA- 
karavardhana, who by his victories against the Huns 
succeeded in founding, about the beginning of the seventh 
century a.d., a small kingdom named Sri- 
kantha, with its capital at SthAneswara Jf^Tjjnnes'nr 
(Thanesar). He died in 605 a.d., and is 
remembered as the father of an eminent king named 
Harshavardhana (a.d. COG-648), who brought all Hindus- 
tan once again under a common government — for the 
last time, as it proved, in the annals of Hindu dynasties. 

9. Harshavardhana, or Harsha, as he is more generally 
known, ascended the throne at the early age of sixteen. 


Confusion and anarchy were then rife in the 
land, and his accession itself was one of their 
indirect results. Harsha’s brother-in-law, 


the ruler of Kanauj, was slain in battle by an unscrupu- 
lous neighbour, and the widowed queen (Harsha’s 
younger sister) renounced the world and fled to the 
Vindhyan jungles. His elder brother was treacherously 
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killed by a pretended ally while returning from an expe- 
dition undertaken to avenge his sister’s wrongs. Both 
these sad events had followed soon after the death of 
Marsha's father, who had been suddenly stricken with 
mortal illness. Marsha’s mother also committed salt 
on her husband’s funeral pyre. A scries of misfortunes 
thus unexpectedly opened the way to the throne to 
Harsha, who, as a younger son, could not in the natural 
course have hoped to succeed to the throne. The sorrows 
of the family, and the difficulties of the earlier years of 
his life, made a profound impression upon the young 
king’s mind, and possibly gave his reign the serious 
turn which marked it. 

10. Harsha commemorated his accession by founding 
a new era. He then rescued his sister, and avenged the 

Wrongs of his family. The best part of the 
His wars. remainder of a long reign of forty-two years 
(a.d. 606-647) was devoted to the task of conquering 
Hindustan and keeping peace within it. By a.d. 620, 
his dominions embraced all the territories forming the 
heritage of Chandragupta II. at his accession, with the 
addition of Bengal and Nepal. His power was also 
acknowledged by the powerful rulers of K&mariipa 
(Assam) and Valabhi (Gujarat), who paid him tribute. 

The only military failure of his reign was the 
His defeat by defeat he sustained on the lines of the Nar- 
Pniabesin^.H. ^ a( ^ a at t j ie hands of the great Chalukya, 

Pulakesin II., king of the Dakhan, whose 
dominions adjoined his own. Harsha’s military resources 
are stated as consisting of 60,000 (?) war elephants and 
100,000 cavalry. For the rest of his life (after his war 
with Pulakesin), Harsha was content to accept the 
Natbada as his southern boundary. 

11. During his last years Harsha enjoyed some 
respite from war. He then actively devoted himself to 
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the arts of peace, and to various pious offices dictated 
by his religious feelings. Ilis court became well known 
even in distant Buddhist countries, and he jjj s j ag< 
maintained friendly intercourse with the years. 
Chinese empire, and exchanged embassies with it. But 
the sad events of his earlier life, and the constant warfare 
in which lie was engaged for nearly three-fourths of his 
reign, had evidently worn out even his hardy frame, 
and he died in a.d. 6-17, before reaching his sixtieth 
year. 


12. Harsha was the last great Hindu king of Northern 
India. After his death his empire broke up. A Chinese 
pilgrim named Hiouen Thsang visited India 
during the reign of Harsha in search of H,s 
Buddhist lore, and in the pursuit of his object made 
a fairly long stay in Marsha’s dominions, and also 
travelled over almost every other important province of 
India. The pilgrim’s account of his travels, which is 
now available, throws considerable light upon the life 
and work of Harsha. Brfnn, a Brahman courtier and 


poet, also recounts in the “Harshachnritn” (history of 
Harsha) the events of Marsha’s early life and reign. 
These records, and the inscriptions of the reign, show 
that Harsha was an exceptionally strong but tolerant 
ruler, and that he followed the policy of Asoka and 
the Gupta emperors, dividing his patronage between 
Brahmanism and Buddhism, and not seeking to force 
his religious views on his subjects. Personally, he seems 
to have had a marked leaning to Buddhism, apparently 
the result of his early trials and sorrows. Like Asoka, 


he was tireless in the despatch of business, and was 
always moving through his empire, watching the working 
of his servants. He was an accomplished man of letters, 
delighted in the society of learned men and poets, and 
was a very liberal but discerning patron — so much so, 
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that his name is remembered even more for his literary 
work and patronage than for his achievements as a 
king. 

Note 

We gather from Hiouen Thsang some additional facts regarding 
the political conditions of Hindustan at the time of his visit (about 
A.n. 635). Kashmir and the Salt range formed a single kingdom, 
while the Panjab itself, with Multan, formed another, and Sind 
made a third. Ujjain, Upper Bengal, and A^sam were ruled by 
their own kings, who were vassals of Harsha. Kalinga, which had 
been so powerful and densely peopled in the days of Asoka and 
Kharavela, was overrun with jungle and almost deserted. 

SECTION II 


Social Conditions of the Period • 


13. We may now attempt a brief general description 
of the condition, of the people in Hindustan during 

the period covered in the last section (a.D. 

Sources of 300-650). For this our chief authorities are 
information. . 

the accounts left by two shrewd Chinese 

observers, Fa-Hian and Hiouen Thsang (who respectively 

visited India during the reigns of Chandragupta II. and 

Harsha), besides the Sanskrit inscriptions and literature 

of the period. 

14. The most notable movement of the age was the 
gradual displacement of Buddhism by a modified form of 


Decline of 
Buddhism 


Brahmanism, which has since become known 
by the name ' of Hinduism. We saw how, 


and rise of about the beginning of the Christian era, 
Hinduism. (joj-Jj religions attempted to win the support 


of the masses by adopting as distinctive features of 
their respective creeds many of the popular beliefs and 
practices, such as faith in many petty gods and 
goddesses, the worship of idols and grand religious 
processions and ceremonies. In this adoption of the 
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beliefs of the common people, Buddhism apparently set 
the first example, but was soon followed by Brahmanism, 
which went even further in the same direction. The 
latter absorbed not merely the superstitions of the masses 
adopting their practices, but it also quietly assimilated 
much of what was noble or popular in Buddhist teach- 
ings. 1 This ensured its ultimate victory over Buddhism. 
Further, it was greatly assisted by its willingness to 
receive within its fold as Kshatriyas (nobles), foreign or 
low-born dynasties, like the Kusanas, the Guptas, and 
the Huns, who therefore became its generous patrons. 
Under these influences, Hinduism set about the systematic 
exposition of its doctrines and ideals in an extensive 
religious and social literature, to which belong the great 
books of religious and social tradition called the Puranas, 
and the versified law-books. 2 

15. The works of the Chinese pilgrims and the in- 
scriptions of the time bear witness to this rapid decline 
of Buddhism and the rise of Hinduism 
through the operation of natural causes. 3 causes. 

Three at least of the Guptas are known to have per- 
formed the horse-sacriiice, .and three of them took pride 
in calling themselves firm devotees of Vishnu ( Paratna~ 
1'hngavata). When Fa-hian visited India (399-411) he 
found Brahmanism almost as influential as Buddhism. 

1 Among these may be mentioned organized missionary activity for 
the spread of Hinduism among the backward tribes, multiplication of 
temples and processions, and the encouragement of the vernaculars 
for religious purposes. 

* The Purdnas are usually stated as eighteen in number. Some of 
them were very old even at the Gupta period, but they were then 
recast and rewritten, along with the others. 

s The Hun ruler Mihiragula and Sasdnka, king of Bengal (a.d. 
600-620), persecuted the Buddhists: but their persecutions were 
exceptional, and we do not hear of any otfier rulers , molesting 
Buddhism. 
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But already the towns in the Buddhist holy land (Sras- 
vasti, Kapilavastu, Kusinagara, and Gaya) were a'most 
deserted and in ruins. The inscriptions of the Gupta 
period frequently refer to the building of temples dedi- 
cated to Hindu divinities, 1 the erection of sacrificial 
stakes ( Yupa ), the establishment of almshouses for feed- 
ing Brahmans ( satra ), and grants of villages for the 
performance of Vedic rites. When Hiouen Thsang 
visited Hindustan Buddhism was already decadent, and 
many of its chief monuments were in ruins, in' spite of 
the patronage which Harsha lavished on its followers. 

16. As the natural result of the Hindu revival, the 
ideals of law and administration followed during the 

epoch were necessarily based upon the Code 
, an< J. ad * of Mann. Caste rules had become rigid, and 
occupations followed caste. Civil rights 
were carefully guarded by minute rules of law regarding 
inheritance, contracts, gifts, purchase and sale, and 
domestic relations. Procedure and evidence in courts 
of law were regulated by definite provisions. The crimi- 
nal law, however, was defective, in so far as it was 
governed by considerations of the offender’s caste and 
social position, and no attempt was made to distinguish 
between sin and crime. The usual punishments were 
fines, whipping, maiming, banishment and death. 
Imprisonment was not usual, especially for long terms. 
Serious crime would appear to "have been rare during the 
best days of the Gupta rule, and travellers could freely 
move about without fear of robbery. 

17. On all these matters and on the general nourish- 
ing condition of the country the testimony of Fa-Hian 

1 Vishnu, Siva, Skanda or Mahdsena, and the Sun (Siirya or 
Adilya) appear to have been the most popular among the Hindu 
gods, wlrile among goddesses DurgA or Kdli. the dread consort of 
Siva, received the most attention. 
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is decisive. He also bears witness to the sober habits 
of the mass of the people, and to their active 
charity, especially in endowing free hospitals StioToMhe 
for man and beasts. This happy state country, 
of things, however, ended with the irruption of the 
Huns, and the anarchy and bloodshed following the 
invasion were so great that, even under the strenuous 
rule of Harsha, North India failed to regain fully the 
old peace. Many old cities like Takshasila, Pataliputra, 
and Rajagriha were deserted or in ruins during Harsha’s 
reign, arid the general insecurity of life and property 
during his times is conspicuous!}' illustrated by the 
sufferings of his own family, as well as by the attempts 
which, according to Hiouen Thsang, were made on the . 
life of the emperor by some of his subjects, even after 
he had been many years on the throne. 

18. The epoch under review was the most productive 
age of Sanskrit poetry and learning. That this was 
so was chiefly due' to the liberality and taste 
shown by the Gupta emperors, and later on Llteratnre * 
by Harshavardhana, in the patronage of literature and 
scholarship. The universal tradition which assigns many 
of the greatest poets and men of science in India to the 
age of the legendary Vikramaditya only reflects the im- 
pression made on contemporaries and on posterity by 
the brilliant literary court of Chandragupta II. (Vikra- 
maditya). KAlidasa, easily the first among classical 
Sanskrit poets, is now believed to have composed his 
dramas and poems in the court of Chandragupta II. or 
his successor. 1 During the same period, and the centuries 
intervening .between it and the death of Harsha, lived 
some other famous men. Among these may be 


1 The most popular works of KalidAsa are the epic poem “Raghn- 
vamta." the lyric "Meghadutn," and the play 
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mentioned the lexicographer Amarasimha ; the physician 
Dhanvantari ; the jurist Ydgnavalkya ; the great astro- 
nomers Aryabhata, Brahmagupta, and Vardhamihira ; 
the romancers Subandhu (author of “Vdsavadattd”) and 
Dandin (author of “Dasakumaracharita”); the gramma- 
rians Vdmana and Jaydditya (authors of “Kdsikd”); and 
the poets Bhdravi (author of “Kirdtdrjunlya”), Pravara- 
sdna (a king of Kashmir who wrote “Setukdvya,” a 
Prakrit poem), Bhartrihari (the author of the “Three 
Centuries of Verse”), and Harsha (the emperor, who 
wrote two dramas). As much of what is best in classical 
Sanskrit was produced during this epoch, it is sometimes 
referred to by scholars and historians as the '* golden 
age ” of Sanskrit literature. 
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carried away ;1 prisoner out of India by a Tiheto-Chinese 
army. Tin* out lying provinces took advantage of the 
weakness of ib >■ central power to declare their indepen- 
dence. Valahhi (Gujarati was the first to do so, and its 
rulers assumed Harsha’s imperial titles. Knnauj and 
Nepal, which had been subject to Ilarshn, also set up as 
independent states, under their respective dynasties. 
Kashmir. Kabul, the Panjab and Sindh, winch had stood 
outside the empire of Ilarsba. continued so, till they fell 
one by one before the Muhammadans. Thus, Bihar and 
b pper Bengal alone of all the extensive possessions of 
Harsha were left to the second Gupta dynasty, which 
made its appearance in Magndha about .\.n. (570. Its 
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members ruled over the reduced territory for a century 
The later an d a ^ a ^» claiming to the last the old im- 

Gupta perial rank and pretensions, in spite of their 

AD St &c. en f ee bled power. We do not know the exact 

825. circumstances leading to the final disappear- 

ance of their house during the first quarter of the ninth 


\ nepala/ 
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century a.d., but what .follows would appear to have 
been thq probable course of events in Hindustan leading 
to and following their fall.' 
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2. During the troubled years preceding and following 
the period of the supremacy of the first Gupta dynasty 
over Hindustan, many foreign races, like 

the Sakas, the Pallavas, and the Huns, had JJ l * e * he 
found their way into India, had settled 
gradually in the country, and merged in the older native 
population, becoming Hindus in religion and manners. 
A new race was thus formed by this admixture, in which 
the warlike qualities of the sturdy peoples of Central 
Asia were united to a devotion to and pride in the Hindu 
religion and traditions. The chiefs of these new races 
claimed to be descended from the old Hindu gods and 
heroes (e.'g., the Agnikulas), and, in slow course, they 
came to be recognized as such and as the Kshatriyas of 
modern times. . The Hindu priests found in them the 
firmest upholders of Hinduism. The new chiefs and 
their followers called themselves Rajputs ( Rdjaputras , 
“princes”), and the history of Hindustan from the eighth 
century onward till the Muhammadan conquest is mainly 
the record of their unending feuds and rivalries. 1 This 
perpetual strife weakened the Rajput states, prevented 
their union, and led to their conquest in detail by the 
Muhammadans; but it also developed those rare and 
noble traits — valour, fidelity, and generosity — which have 
given to the Rajputs the first place in the history of 
Indian chivalry.* 

3. One of these half Hindu peoples, known as the 
Gurjaras, who had previously been settled in the Panjab, 
moved further south, and by the end of the 

eighth century conquered Eastern Rajputana Gur * 
and Malwa. By 830 a.d. the Gurjara chiefs 
had conquered Kanauj, which had till then remained 
under a dynasty related to "Harsha’s family, and extended 

1 All Rajputs are not of foreign origin. Aryanized aborigines and 
the descendants of old ruling houses also became Rajputs. 

' % 
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their power to the north of the Ganges. 1 The capital of 
the enlarged kingdom was accordingly changed from 

The kingdom U jj ain ». which was to ° far soutl h to Kanauj, 
of Kanauj and the Gurjara rulers, who became known ' 

Sffii! Iater ° n as the Tomaras ’ assumed in token 
under the’ of their wide possessions the imperial titles". 
Tomaras. Their supremacy did not, however, last for 
many years. An unlucky war with the powerful Rashtra- 
kiitas (Rahtors), who were then supreme in the Dakhan, 
was followed, during the first quarter of the tenth century, 
by the loss of several parts of the kingdom to other 
Rajput clans. The Chandellas, the Chohans, the 
Parmars made themselves independent in Bandelkhand, 
Ajmir, and Malwa respectively. In the effort to regain 
their lost possessions, the Tomaras became still further 
weakened, till their kingdom fell first a prey to the 
Muhammadans (a.d. 1019), and then to the Gaharwar 
Rajputs, who conquered Kanauj and founded ' there a 
short-lived but very prosperous kingdom. The last 
possessions of the Tomaras, consisting only of the 
districts around Delhi, lingered in the family till thep 
were also absorbed in the possessions of the Chohans 
of Ajmir, when the famous Prithviraj, a Chohan, acquired - 
the Tomara dominions through his - mother, a princess 
of Delhi. 

4. The chief Rajput dynasties of North India come 
prominently into notice about the beginning of the ninth- 
The qhief century a. D. , at the time of the disappearance 
Rajput of - the later Gupta dynasty of Magadha. 

States. Among these, the Chandellas possessed 


1 After Harsha’s death the most famous king of Kanauj, before 
the Gurjara conquest, was Yasovarman (c. 730 a.d.). Mihira 
Bhoja (c. 840-890) and his son Mahendrapala ( c . 890-908) were the 
most powerful kings of the Gurjara-Pratihara dynasty. They ruled 
all North India, except the Panjab and Sindh. 
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themselves of Bandelkhand, then called Jej&kabhtikti, 
while further south the county now forming the upper 
portion of the Central Provinces, then called Chedi, was 
occupied by the KalAchuryas , or Kalachuris. The main' 
possessions of the later Guptas, viz., Bihar and Bengal, 
fell to the lot of a dynasty of kings, known in history as 
the Palas , from the usual termination of their names. 1 
They were almost the last patrons of Buddhism in India. 
Upper Rajputana and Ajmir were under the Chohans, 
while Mahva was ruled by the Paramaras. Kanauj 
remained first under the Tomaras and then passed, as 
we saw, under the Gaharwars, who had once been power- 
ful in Bandelkhand before the advent of the Chandellas. 
As was natural in principalities so placed without any 
effective natural boundaries separating their respective 
possessions, each of these states was frequently at war 
with its neighbours. The history of Northern India 
during the next four centuries, i.e., till the Muham- 
madan conquest, is consequently the history of a constant 
and perplexing struggle for supremacy between these 
small but ambitious and warlike states. 

5. The Chandelfa capital was Mahoba, and Kalinjar 
(Kalanjara) was one of their great fortresses. They 
were great builders, and the many splendid 
temples and irrigation works with whose ctiandellas’ 
remains Bandelkhand abounds, were con- kingdom, 
structed by them. The most eminent members of the 
dynasty were Dhanga, who ruled throughout the whole 
of the second half of the tenth century, and Klrtivarman 
(about 1060 A. D.). The former joined the northern league 
formed to resist the Muhammadan invaders from Ghazni, 
and the latter overthrew Kama, the powerful ruler of 

1 The termination Pala is common in other dynasties also, e.g.. 
the Brahman line of Ohind and Lahore, and the Tomaras of Delhi. 

8 
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Chedi. His successors lost heavily in the wars with their 
neighbours, and in their weakened state fell an easy, prey 
to the Muhammadans towards the end of the twelfth 
century. In 1203, Kalinjar, the last stronghold of the 
Chandellas, surrendered to the Muhammadans, and from 
that date the Chandellas disappear from history as an 
independent power. 

6. The Kalachuri or Haihaya dynasty of Chedi ruled 
over the country to the south of the Narmada and to 

the north of the Godavari from Tripuri 
near Jabalpur), the capital of the 
kingdom. The kings of Chedi were con- 
stantly at war with their neighbours, both in Hindustan 
and the Dakhan. From the eleventh century the eastern 
portions of the kingdom (the districts around Ratanpur) 
were ruled by a branch of the dynasty. The most famous 
kings of the main line were Gdngeya Deva (1015-1040) 
and his son Kama (1040-1070). The former extended 
his power over the eastern districts of the modern United 
Provinces, as well as over Tirhut. The latter was also 
a warlike chief. About 1050 a.d. he helped to crush 
Bhoja, the learned ruler of Mahva, but was himself soon 
after humbled by the Chandella king Kirtivarman. About 
the beginning of the thirteenth century the Chedi posses- 
sions on the Godavari were lost by the rise of the 
independent dynasties 6f the Ganapatis of Warangal and 
the Yddavas of Devagiri, while their dominions on the 
, Narbada passed into the hands of the Vaghela ( Baghella ) 
Rajputs, 1 after whom the area was named Baghelkhand. 

7. On account of their extensive patronage of learn- 
ing and poetry, the Parmars ( Paramara ) of Malwa have 


1 The Vdghelas were a branch of the •Rajput Chdlukyas (Solatiki ) ; 
the ruler of the modern state of Rewah represents that clan at the 
present day. 
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attained a greater historical celebrity than the other 

Rajput dynasties. The Narmada marked 

their southern boundary, and their dominion under 

, , ' ... the Parmars. 

extended over a great part of the ancient 

kingdom of Avanti. Ujjain and Dhar (Dhara) were their 
chief towns. The Parmar territories were surrounded bv 
warlike and ambitious states like Kanauj, Mahoba, 
Chcdi, Gujarat, and the Chalukya kingdom in the 
Dakhan, and its kings had consequently to maintain a 
constant watch over the frontiers. The most famous 
rulers of the dynasty were Munja (Yakpati) ^ 

{a.d. 975-995), and his nephew Bhoja (a.d. Bhoja, 
1010-1053). Both were highly skilled in the 1010 *1®53. 
arts of war and peace. After defeating the Chalukvas 
of the Dakhan several times, Munja was at last defeated 
and captured by them on the Godavari, and was put to 
death, in cold blood, by order of the Chalukya king. 
Bhoja carried on his uncle’s feud with the Chalukvas, 
and also' turned * his arms against Gujarat and Cliedi. 
After reigning for over forty years, he too was over- 
thrown by a combination of his enemies, and the glory 
of his house departed* with him. Like Harsha, both 
Munja and Bhoja were eminent poets, and took pride in 
a lavish patronage of letters. Their descendants lingered 
in Malwa till the thirteenth century, when they were over- 
thrown by the Chohan Rajputs, who themselves were 
conquered about a hundred and fifty years later by the 
Muhammadans. 

8. About the middle of the eighth century Bihar and 
Bengal, which formed the dominions of the later Gupta 
dynasty, passed into the hands of the Palas. 

It is doubtful if these were Rajputs. They Ihe ^Senas^l 
were almost the last patrons of Buddhism- Bihar and 
in India, and their zeal for that religion 
even made them assist in a Buddhist revival beyond the 
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frontiers of India in Tibet. Dh'armap&Ia (c. 800) and 
Mahipdla (978-1030) were the most powerful rulers of 
the line. After a.d. 1050 the Hindu Sena dynasty made. 
itself independent in Bengal, and the Palas were still 
further weakened by the conquest of Tirhut by the 
Kalachuris of Chedi. About the end of the twelfth 
century both the Palas and the Senas were overwhelmed 
by the Muhammadan invasion. Muhammad-ibn-Bakhti- 
yar stormed Bihar, surprised and seized Lakhnauti 
(Gaur) and Nudiah, and founded the Muhammadan rule 
in Bengal, which lasted till the second half of the 
eighteenth century, when the English conquered the 
country. 

9. We may now turn to the kingdoms of the north 
and the north-west which had formed part of the older 

Indian empires, and which, on account of 
.irnebs. their position at the gateway of India, had 
to bear the brunt of the earliest Muhammadan attacks. 
Among these states, Sindh was the first to become a 
Muhammadan province. A Hun dynasty ruled over it 
from the time of Mihiragula, and it was displaced during 
the reign of Harsha by the family of a Brahman minister. 
Under the usurpers, the kingdom of Sindh embraced all 
the districts south of the Panjab and north of Gujarat. 

In a.d. 711 the Arabs under Muhammad-ibn-Kbasim 
invaded Sindh, destroyed the Brahman dynasty and con- 
quered the country, which thenceforth remained subject 
to the Muhammadans. 

10. Meanwhile, the Panjab and the districts around 
Kabul remained under a half-Hindu dynasty (probably 

descended from the later Kusanas) till the 
The Panjab. j agt g Uarter Q f t h e n j n th century, when, as 

in Sindh, a Brahman usurped the throne and founded 
a new state with its capital first at Ohind (Udabhdnda- 
pura) on the Indus, above Attock, and then at Lahore. 



A.D. 650 to Muhammadan Conquest 137 

Kabul fell into the hands of the Muhammadans just 
before this event.- The later kings of Ohind appear as 
Rajputs, and it is not at present clear whether they 
were descended from the original usurper, or were 
members of a new family. Jayapdla, Anandapdla, and 
Trilochnnapala, the last three independent kings of the 
dynasty, gallantly withstood the attacks of Sabaktigin 
and Sultan Mahmud, the powerful rulers of the new 
Muhammadan kingdom of Ghazni. Their efforts, how- 
ever, proved unavailing to stem the torrent of Muham- 
madan invasion into India. By a.d. 1022* Lahore fell 
into the hands of the invaders, and the Panjab became 
a Muhammadan province. The Hindu rulers of Ohind 
and Lahore were celebrated in their days for the magni- 
ficence of their court and their liberal patronage of 
learning. 

11. The fall of Lahore left the Muhammadans and 

the Tomaras of Kanauj face to face. Kanauj had already 

suffered during one of Sultan Mahmud’s 

raids. The death of the great Muhammadan 

conqueror soon after, in a.d. 1030, gave the dan conquest 

Hindus some breaching time. During this of tl,e Pan i ab * 

interval, about the end of the eleventh century, the 

Tomaras were driven out of Kanauj by the Gaharwar 

Rajputs. 1 The dispossessed Tomara retired 

to Delhi, which he enlarged and fortified. ^f ie Kanauj m 

Kanauj meanwhile became for a short time “ n( J er tbe 

, _ . , Gaharwars. 

supreme over North India, under Govmda- 

chandra (a.d. 1114-1160), and his grandson Jayachchandra 

(Jaichand, a.d. 1170-1193), the third and 

fifth members of the new Gaharwar dynasty. ^ a y a ® b- 

J \ chandra. 

Kanauj might have continued paramount in 
Hindustan had it not been for the deadly feud between 

1 This dynasty is frequently, and wrongly, referred to ah belonging 
to the Rathor clan. 
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frontiers of India in Tibet. Dharmapdla (c. 800) and 

Mahipila (978-1030) v/ere the most powerful rulers of 

the line. After A.». 1050 the Hindu Sena dynasty made. 

itself independent in Bengal, and the Palas v/ere still 

further weakened by the conquest of Tirhut by the 

Kalachuris of Chedi. About the end of the twelfth 

• 0 

century both the Palas and the Senas were overwhelmed 

by the Muhammadan invasion. Muhammad-ibn-Bakhti- 

var stormed Bihar, surprised and seized Lakhnauli 

(Gaur) and Xudiah, and founded the Muhammadan rule 

in Bengal, which lasted till the second half of the 

eighteenth century, when the English conquered the 

t ountry. 

9. We may now turn to the kingdoms of the north 
and the north-west which had formed part of the older 

Indian empires, and which, on account of 
their position at the gateway of India, had 
to bear the brunt of the earliest Muhammadan attacks. 
Among these states, Sindh was the first to become a 
Muhammadan province. A Hun dynasty ruled over it 
from the time of Mihiragula, and it was displaced during 
the reign of Harsha by the family of a Brahman minister. 
Under the usurpers, the kingdom of Sindh embraced all 
the districts south of the Panjab and north of Gujarat. 

In a.d. 711 the Arabs under Muhammad-ibn-Khasim 
invaded Sindh, destroyed the Brahman dynasty and con- 
quered the country, which thenceforth remained subject 
to the Muhammadans. 

10. Meanwhile, the Panjab and the districts around 
Kabul remained under a half-Hindu dynasty (probably 

descended from the later Kusanas) till the 
The Panjab. j as{ . q Uarter 0 f the ninth century, when, as 

in Sindh, a Brahman usurped the throne and founded 
a new state with its capital first at Ohind (Udabhdnda- 
pura) on the Indus, above Attock, and then at Lahore. 
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Kabul fell Into the hands of the' Muhammadans just 
before this event.- The later king's of Ohind appear as 
Rajputs, and it is not at present clear -whether they 
were descended from the original usurper, or were 
members of a new family. Jayapdla, Anandapdla, and 
TrilochanapiUa, the last three independent kings of the 
dynasty, gallantly withstood the attacks of Sabaktigin 
and Sultan Mahmud, the powerful rulers of the new 
Muhammadan kingdom of Ghazni. Their efforts, how- 
ever, proved unavailing to stem the torrent of Muham- 
madan invasion into India. By A.n. 1022* Lahore fell 
into the hands of the invaders, and the Panjab became 
a Muhammadan province. The Hindu rulers of Ohind 
and Lahore were celebrated in their days for the magni- 
ficence of their court and their liberal patronage of 
learning. 

11. The fall of Lahore left the Muhammadans and 


the Tomaras of Kanauj face to face. Kanauj had already 
suffered during one of Sultan Mahmud’s 
raids. The death of the great Muhammadan Muhamma^ 16 
conqueror soon after, in A.n. 1030, gave the dan conquest 
Hindus some breathing time. During this oI the Pan i a,, » 
interval, about the end of the eleventh century, the 
Tomaras were driven out of Kanauj by the Gaharwar 


Rajputs. 1 The dispossessed Tomara retired 
to Delhi, which he enlarged and fortified. 
Kanauj meanwhile became for a short time 
supreme over North India, under Govinda- 


The kingdom 
of Kanauj 
under the 
Gaharvrars. 


chandra (A.n. 1114-11G0), and his grandson Jayachchandra 


(Jaichand, A.D. 1170-1193), the third and 
fifth members of the new Gaharwar dynasty. Sandra 
Kanauj might have continued paramount in 


Hindustan had it not been for the deadly feud between 


1 This dynasty is frequently, and wrongly, referred to ak belonging 
to the Ratlior clan. 
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Javaclichandra and liis cousin, the warlike Prithviraja 

Prithviraja. ^ Pith0ra >" A ' D - 1170 ' U93 ), king <* 
Ajmir and Delhi. Prithviraja was a Chohan 

Rajput, and had succeeded, through his mother, to the 
Tomara principality of Delhi. He was a dashing and 
heroic leader, and considered himself to be the real heir 
to the old Tomara claims for supremacy over Hindustan. 
In a.d. 1175 he publicly carried away the daughter of 
Jayachchandra, on the occasion of a swayamvara, 1 to 
which he had not been invited. Five years later he 
extended his ’power into Bandelkhand by defeating the 
Chandella ruler, Paramardi. The enmity between Jayach- 
chandra and his son-in-law was so bitter that when, in 
a.d. 1191, the Muhammadans under the famous Muham- 
mad Ghori invaded Hindustan, Kanauj stood aside from 
the war, and left the patriotic work of defence to Prithvi- 
r&ja and his allies. The desperate courage of the Rajputs 
won Prithvlrdja a great victory over the Muhammadans 


. in a hard-contested battle at Tirouri, between 

Battle of 

Tironrl, A.D. Thanesar and Karnal (a.d. 1191). Two 

H91. vears later the Muhammadans returned to 


the attack. Prithvfrdja and his allies again met the enemy 
on the same field as before, but were completely 
routed. . The heroic Chohan and his son were 
Prithviraja, captured and mercilessly butchered. The 
A.D. 1193. conqueror sacked Ajmir, took possession of 
dan conqnest Delhi, and then marched against Jayach- 
of Hinduism, chandra, who was defeated on the banks of 
the Jumna, north of Etawah, and driven to Benares. 
Kanauj, which had for centuries been one of the great 
capitals of India, was sacked. The fugitive Gaharwar 
ruler was captured and slain near Benares, which fell 


1 A swayamvara was a public ceremony when a princess either 
chose her own husband or was given in marriage to the victor in a 
trial of strength among the assembled princes. 
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mt<» the hands of the Muhammadans, and shared the fate 
»'! tin- oilier conquered towns. ]>y 1203 the whole of 
Hindustan. down to the mouths -of the Ganges, had 
hern t educed hv the Muhammadans. During the con- 
qu-M the Rajput elans were either destroyed or driven 
to • migrate in a body to regions where they could not 
he easily pursued. Thus the great Gaharwar clan settled 
in the desert* of Rajpntana. and founded there the 
famous state of Mnrwar (Jodhpur). 

12. The history of Kashmir remains to he glanced over. 
Protected by its position and its mountain 
wa'ls, the vallev of Kashmir usually remained 
unaffected by the events and movements occurring in 
Hindustan. MV save June Mthiragula, the Hun, retired 
into Kashmir after Iris defeat in Central India. In the 
seventh century a powerful Hindu dynasty arose in 
Kashmir. It* most eminent member was I.alitaditya 
i.Muktapidal. who Jived about 750 \.n. and conquered 
the I’nnjnh and Kannuj, as well as Dardistan and Kabul. 
After bis death Kashmir lost its foreign possessions and 
sank bach into obscurity. In the twelfth century it 
recovered some of its old prestige under King Jaynsimha 
<1127-1155 a.d.}, the patron of the Kashmirian historian 
and poet KaUtana. About 1310 a.d. it was conquered 
by a Muhammadan freelance named Shah Amir, who 
founded an independent dynasty, which was finally over- 
thrown by the emperor AUbar. 


SECTION II 

Somi. Conditions ok North India during thf. Period 

13. M*c mnv now sketch briefly the condition of the 
• • * 

people of North India during the five centuries covered 
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in the last section. The most important social events 
. of the period were the rise of the Rajputs, 

soda? move- the decline of Buddhism, the triumphant 
ments of the establishment of Hinduism, and the introduc- 
penod. tion of the religion of Muhammad into India. 
Of these, the first three were to some extent connected, 
while the rapid progress of the Muhammadan arms and 
religion in Hindustan was also partly the consequence 
of the feuds and rivalries of the Rajput dynasties, which 
prevented their offering any combined and effective 
opposition to the invaders. 

14. During the period under review, no paramount 

.. . ruler arose who was able to enforce his will 

Absence of a 

paramount throughout Hindustan. The rival sects and 
power. religions had therefore to contend with one 

another for mastery and influence, relying chiefly upon 
their own merits. Hinduism, it is true, was treated with 
Rivalry of m a rkcd favour by the new Rajput dynasties, 
Hinduism and but there was no attempt at any organized 
Buddhism. persecution of the other religions, viz., Bud- 
.'dhism and Jainism. Of these, the last made some pro- 
gress during the period, and many religious and secular 
books were written by Jains, under the patronage of 
rulers who cither belonged to that religion or viewed it 
with favour. 1 

In. The epoch, however, proved fatal to Buddhism, 
which declined rapidly through natural causes. It had 
Decline of Iost muc ^ * ts inspiring force through the 
growth of forms and ceremonies, and the 
smothering of the higher teachings of the 
Buddha by a mass of dry and highly technical 
Further, as Buddhism made a marked distinc- 


Rnddhlsm 
and the 
triumph of 
Hinduism. 


theology. 

tion between its regular clergy and its lay follower a, 

* The Farmar Icings Munia and Rhoja, for instance, patroni/rd 
Jain authors. 



Soctftl Condition* 



122 


History of India 


black magic, the practice of unnatural austerities, and 
the adoration of Saktis, or- female divinities. The worship 
of Saktis was often made the occasion for drunkenness 
and immorality. Sects multiplied, and the moral truths 
underlying all religions were being lost sight of in 
Hindu re sectarian rivalries. A strong reformer -was 
lormers, c. needed to stop the corruption. Kumarila,' 
700 A.D. a Brahman preacher of great learning and 
zeal, attempted to stay the spread of the evil by calling 
on people to follow the simpler Vedic rites and cere- 
monies. He also devoted the best part of a busy life to 
preaching against Buddhism. Sankara, usually known 
Sankaracharva (about 800 a.d.), followed 
tco^AD C ' kumarila a few generations later, and suc- 
ceeded better, . as he set himself primarily 
to the task of reforming Hinduism. He was a profound 
Sanskrit scholar and writer, an eloquent preacher, and 
a great religious reformer and organizer. Born in the 
Malabar country towards the end of the eighth century, 
he devoted the whole of a brief life of thirty-two years 
to the task of travelling throughout India, and confuting, 
wherever he found them, the advocates of corrupt ‘ reli- 
gious views and practices, like the Sakti worshippers. 
He composed many religious and philosophical works, in 
which he set forth the wastefulness of religious conflicts 
and the narrowness and lowness of the teaching of the 
contemporary sects. He also expounded a system of 
pantheism, which he supported by quotations from the 
old Vedic texts, and to which in consequence he gave the 
name of the Vedanta. The reforming work of Sankara 
was done well and in time, as by giving Hinduism a broad 
philosophical basis, he prevented its immediate dissolu- 
tion, and enabled it to step into the plaice of Buddhism 
as a religion appealing equally to all classes of Hindus. 

17. The victorious establishment of Hinduism and the 
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im of t Iii* Rajputs secured the ascendancy of the- 

Hruhmuns. and of tlic Brnhmnnical ideals , 

. . riic ascend- 

of life and government. 1 lie new Rajput nncy of the 

rulers took pride in styling themselves the I'lgiicr enstes- 
descendants and successors of the Kshatriva heroes and 
demi-gods of the epics and the fntranas. In accordance 
with these claims, they became the firm supporters of 
the Brahmans. and attempted to mould their lives and 
actions on the model of those of the heroes of the old 
epic poems. The administration of civil and criminal 
law was, as far as possible, conducted in 
accordance with the rules laid down in the ^vHeges 
Brahmanical law-books, like the Code of 
Maim, and in consequence Brahmans were exempted from 
taxation and from the most severe punishments for 
i rimes. The Rajput chiefs* performed the j^ n jp U { 
old sacrifices and Swayttmvaras, gave liberal ideals, 
donations to lira limans, and strove with each other for 
supremacy in love and war, like the heroes of the epics. 
The bulk of the people forming the agricultural, industrial, 
and trading classes, being left to themselves and freed' 
from military service, which had become the monopoly 
of the Rajputs, appear to have been on the whole con- 
tented and prosperous. 

IS. As was natural, the victory of Hinduism and the 
emulation of rival Hindu princes made the period one 
of great literary activity. The sectarian 
controversies of the time produced a large 
crop of religious and philosophical literature, composed 
generally in Sanskrit. Of these, the most numerous were 
those written by the Siva-worshippcrs of Kashmir, and' 
the most important the great commentaries of Sankara 
on the Bhagavadgita, the Upanisliads, and the Brahma- 
Sutras. Secular poetry and the drama received even 
greater attention, as every Rajput prince surrounded’ 
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himself with a circle of poets. Some princes, like the 
Parmars, Munja, and Bhoja, were themselves authors of 
.acknowledged eminence. Among the famous literary 
men of the epoch may be mentioned the great dramatic 
poet Bhavabhtiti, the author of “Mdlati-Mddhava” and 
“Uttarardmacharita,” who was a courtier, first of 
Tasovarman of Kanauj, and afterwards of his conqueror 
Lalitaditya (750 a.d.) ; the classical poets, Mdgha, the 
author of “Sisupalavadha” (800 A.D.), Padmagupta (950 
a.d.), and Sribarsha, the author of . “Naishadha” (1150 
.a.d.) (the courtier of Jayachchandra of Kanauj); the 
•dramatists Visdkhadatta (7 00 a.d.), the author of the 
"Mudrdrdkshasa,” a-play founded on the life of Chandra- 
;gupta Maurya, Bhatta Ndrdyana (850 a.d.) (a courtier 
of the Pala court of Bihar), and Rdjas&khara (900 a.d.), 
who flourished under the Tofnaras of Kanauj; Jayadeva 
(1100 a.d.), the author of a famous lyrical poem, “Gita- 
-Govinda ;” and the Kashmirian poets, Somad&va, 
Kshfemendra, and Bilhana (twelfth century). We might 
also mention along with these the chronicler Kalhana, 
the author of the “Rdjatarangini,” a chronicle of the 
Icings of Kashmir. 

19. Once within the Hindu fold the Rajputs became 
passionately fond of their birth and social position, and 
sought to maintain both. Trade and agri- 
Social life. cu j ture were regarded as occupations unfit 

for a true-born Rajput, and were left to the ordinary 
people. Religion and learning largely remained the 
monopoly of the Brahmans, who were' also 1 occasionally 
employed as ministers. Every Rajput tried to marry his 
daughters into higher clans, and to take a wife from a 
lower clan. The honour of women was highly prized, 
and the devotion to the sex was shown not merely by 
S'wayampjaras, but also in the revival of cruel and half- 
aboriginal customs like widow-burning ( [sati ) and the 
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wholesale massacre of women in beleagured forts and! 
cities, to prevent their falling into the hands of enemies. 
( jolmr ). Love of military exploits and the striving for 
supremacy in love led to ceaseless private and public- 
wars. The strong religious feelings of the time saved, 
pilgrims and the agricultural population from molestation 
during wars, while the traders protected themselves by 
starting powerful guilds in the several cities and trades. 
Pilgrimages became the fashion, and temples were richly 
endowed by princes as well as by private benefactors. 
Stone architecture, through the influence of the Dakhan,. 
became common, especially for temples. The influence- 
of the South was not only felt in architecture, but also in 
religion. Reformers like Sankara and Rdmdnuja were- 
as popular in North India as in their own native South. 
Tt was also inevitable that in an age of ceaseless strife,, 
a life of peace and quiet should appeal to many men 
and women. Thus, Jainism, with its humane teachings,, 
appealed to an ever-widening circle of followers, and it 
became quite one of the most influential religions, of the- 
period. 



CHAPTER X 


SECTION I 
History of Gujarat 

1. We may now turn to the history of Gujarat (including 
Kathiawar), the Dakhan, and South India. 

2. The name of Gujarat (Sanskrit, Giirja-rard shim) 
Implies the kingdom of the Gurjaras, a foreign tribe 

who entered India from the north-west, and 
The country, S p rea( j ag f ar sou th as Khandesh. The old 

name for the peninsula of Kathiawar was Saurdshtra 
(i.e., the goodly kingdom), and before the settlement of the 
Gurjaras there, the northern and southern portions of the 
mainland of Gujarat were respectively called Anartta and 
Ldta. The fertility of Gujarat, the gift of the rivers 
Sabaramati, Narmada, and Tapti, attracted to it from 
the earliest times many strangers as conquerors and as 
refugees. Its advantageous position also gave Gujarat 
an early control of a great part of the sea-trade of the 
West, and it continued for many centuries to be one of 
the wealthiest and most coveted provinces of India. 

3. The authentic history of Gujarat begins with the 
third century B.c., when it formed part of the Mauryan 

empire. An ancient inscription (dated a.d. 
Early ralers. ascribes certain repairs and improve- 
ments to the Sudarsana lake, near Girnar in Kathiawar, 
to a brother-in-law of Chandragupta Maurya, and to a 
Yavana (Greek?) governor of Asoka. After the fail of 
the Mauryas, some of the Graeco-Bactrian princes appear 
to have exercised a fitful rule over Kathiawar and parts 
■of the mainland of Gujarat. They were followed by the 
Sakas, and during the first century a.d. Gujarat and 
.Malwa ^vere , governed by Saka chiefs, who bore the 
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Persian title of Satrap {Kshuharala ; Sanskrit, Kshairapa ), 

and represented, prnhahtv, a distant Par- 

... ... , .... ’ , The Sntrnns. 

lltian or Snka ruler. I hey were constantly 

at war with the powerful Andhra dynasty of the. Dakhan. 



The possessions of Xahapaiia. one of the early Satraps, 

included the western part of the Dakhan. in 

addition to (iujnrnt and Malwa. About * Sn,,n P ann * 

\.i*. IL’l*. tin* .powerful Andhra king Cinutami-pulrn 

Satakarni (Yilivayaktirn II.) defeated Nnhapann and 

almost destroyed the Satrap power. He invested a Saka 

named Chastana with the government of the 

.... . ' , , Clmstnnn. 

conquered Satrap possessions. I he dosrend- 

ants «»f Chastana became independent, called themselves 

Croat Satraps iMiilui-Ushiiinipa), and their rule lasted 

altogether to very nearly the end of the fourth century 

a. i>. The early Satraps appear to have been disliked by 

the people as foreigners who followed strange ways and 

gods, hut the Great Satraps were Hindus in religion, 

were distinguished patrons of the Indian religions, and 

used Sanskrit in their official records. But as Sakas 

they continued to be viewed with dislike, and so, when 

the last Satrap of Malwa and Gujarat was 

overthrown by the northern emperor Chandra- 395 

guptn II. (Vikrnmndilya), the latter look the 

title of the “foe of the Sakas” (StikAri), the designation 

of the Vikramaditya of Indian legend. 

•J. The greatest Satrap was Rudrad.-lman. ( jud. 130-158). 
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The Solankis. 


from the powerful Chalukya kings of the Dakhan. About 
6V0 a.d. the Valabhi king assumed the imperial titles, 
and his successors tenaciously held to them, without any 
attempt to deservethe rank. About a.d. 760 their capital, 
Valabhi, was sacked and destroyed by the Arabs. 1 

7. A branch of the Rashtrakdta family, which was 
then all-powerful in the Dakhan, succeeded the Valabhis 
and ruled over part of Gujarat till the last 

quarter of the tenth century a.d. The T b f Rasht**' 
northern districts were then under a petty 
dynasty, which had its capital at Anahilavara. Both ■ 
these dynasties fell at the same time before the Rajputs 
of the Solanki or Chalukya race. Under the 
Solankis, Gujarat was very prosperous, and 
its wealth attracted the attenion of the celebrated 
Mahmud of Ghazni, who, in a.d. 1024, invaded Gujarat 
from the north, and destroyed the great temple of Som- 
nath. Gujarat continued in the possession of the Solankis 
till the thirteenth century, when it passed into the posses- 
sion of the Vaghelas, from whom the Muhammadans 
conquered the country a century after ( i.e about 1296). 2 

SECTION II 
History of the Dakhan 

8. The term Dakhan (Sanskrit, Dakshina, meaning 
“South”) has usually denoted the country lying between 
the Narmada and Krishna rivers, and its 
western and eastern halves have been res- 
pectively called Maharashtra and Telingana. This region 

1 The famous royal house of Mewar (Udaipur) in Rajputana, 
claims descent from the Valabhi dynasty. 

= Kumdrap&la (a.d. 1143-1174) is the most famous of the later 
Hindu kings of Gujarat. He was a successful warrior and a liberal 
patron of learning. The versatile writer H&machandra (a Jain 
monk) was under his patronage. Kumdrapala rebuilt Soihnath and 
made manv gifts to the Jains. 

y . 1 


The country. 
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was usually safe from invasion from the north and west, 
being protected on -those sides by mountains. At the same 
time, being a tableland, it often enabled its ruling peoples 
to overflow into the plains of the south, and occasionally 
also into Hindustan. Long before the beginning of its 
authentic history, the Dakhan was occupied 
JifK ni»? ra * by branches of the great Dravidian race, who 
have left their mark unmistakably on the 
features and the languages of its inhabitants. 

9. The “Aryan” settlement in the Dakhan began 
■ after the seventh century b.c., when its people had 

already reached a high degree of civilization. 

The “Arvans” came into it only after colo- 
M Ary®n M . • • 

settlement. nizin g Vidarbha (Berar) and Kalinga. Their 
numbers, however, increased so rapidly in their new 
surroundings that before the fifth century b.c. a separate 
book of law — the code of Apastamba — was 

Apflstsmbfli *< * f • • • « • < v«v • 

compiled for their special guidance. During 
the early years of Buddhism, Pratisthdna (Paithan), on 
the Godavari, was a great centre of trade, connected 
by roads with Bharukachcha (Bhroach) on the Arabian 
Sea, and the principal towns of North India. 

10. During the third century b.c. the Dakhan formed 
a part of the Mauryan empire. The inscriptions of Asoka 
mention among its leading tribes two who, in later 
times, became quite famous. These were the Rashtrakas 
(the Rattas, or Rdshtrakutas), who gave their name — 
Maha-Rashtra — to their native country, and the Andhras, 

a Dravidian people. During the time of 
in^thf^third Megasthenes, the Andhras were reckoned 
century, one of the great powers of India, and were 
believed to be second, in point of military 
strength and resources, only to the ruling state of 
Magadha. 

11. After the death of Asoka the Dakhan became 
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independent under the Andhra kings, who belonged to 
the Sntavahana family, and generally added y| ic .vndhrnt 


the title Satakarni to their names. 1 hey or Sntn* 

, , , , , . , , ,, vnhana dy- 

ruled for nearly four centuries and a half, nn stv, B.C. 

from «. c. 230 to a.j>. 220. Their earlv 230 A. D. 22(5. 


capital was Dhanyakataka, on the lower course of the 
river Krishna. By about n.c. 200, the dominions of the 
Amlhras extended to the Western Ghats ( Sahyddri ), and 
a generation later their eastern frontier marched with 


those of Kalinga, then rising into prominence under 
Kharavela. An Andhra king overthrew, b.c. 27, the last 
Kanva emperor of Magadha and steppctl into his place. 
About the beginning of the second century a.d. the Andh- 
ra s tried to check the settlement of foreign tribes in the 
Dakhan. and came into collision with the Satraps of 
Gujarat and Malwa. The wars thus begun continued 
for several generations. Gautamiputra Satakarni (Vili- 
vayakura 11.) destrox ed about 120 a.d. the Satrap Xaha- 
pana. The victor followed up his conquests and became 
(lie lord of not merely the Dakhan hut of Berar, Malwa 


and Gujarat as well. In the next generation the Satrap 

Uudradaman defeated the Andhra king Pulumayi, who 

happened also to he his son-in-law, but restored to him 

most of the conquered possessions. Pulumayi removed 

the capital to Paithan (Prathisthana) on the Godavari. 

The selection of a central capital did not however save 

the dynasty. Under weak kings it lingers on till about 

220 a.d. , when it disappears from notice. 

12. The inscriptions of the Satavahanas throw some 

light on the social conditions of the Dakhan during 

their time. We learn from them that condition of 

Brahmanism and Buddhism nourished side the people 

, , under the 

by side without any open hostility, but that Sntavaha- 
the latter was more popular than the former nwi *' 
during the earlier years of the period. Princes, and even 
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ordinary citizens — like corn-dealers, goldsmiths,, and 
druggists — vied with one another in founding asylums 
for the Buddhist clergy, and rest-houses on the coast 
for those returning from foreign countries. Many of 
•the Buddhist “cave-temples” of Western India were 
excavated during this period. They are carved out of 
the solid rock, and bear witness to the piety of their 
builders and the infinite patience and very high degree 
of artistic skill possessed by the architects and sculptors 
of the time. The roads were well kept, and travelling 
was fairly safe. Trade and industry flourished, and the 
different occupations and professions were supervised by 
their respective guilds, which generally undertook to pay 
the interest on the charitable endowments entrusted to 
them. The rate of interest was from 5 to per cent. 
Large seaports existed on the site of Bhroach and Bassein. 
Pratisthana (Paithan), Kaly&ia, and Dhanyakataka 
were great inland cities and centres of trade. Towns 
had their own governing bodies (Nigama-sabha). 

13. For the three hundred and fifty years following 
the downfall of the Satavahanas we have no proper 

The Pallavas ^^ stor ^ ca ^ record. The Palhavas, or Pallavas, 
and Yakata » supposed to be of Parthian origin, had 
k as ' before this forced their way into the Dakhan 

and South India, and made themselves masters of the 
country to the south of the Godavari. In Mahdrdshtra, 
after the fall of the Andhras, the native Rashtrakas 
fought sturdily against these Pallavas, but without avail. 
The early The Pallavas appear to have been driven 
Chalukyas from the heart of the Dakhan by a powerful 
of Vatapi. ] oca ] dynasty, known as the Vdkd takas, who 
reconquered most of the original Andhra dominions. 
One of their kings, Pravarasena, claims to have per- 
formed the Asvamedha sacrifice. One of his successors, 
Rudrasena, married a daughter of Chandragupta II- 
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Yikramnriilyn. li is not improbable that this alliance 
helped to spread Sanskrit culture through the Dnkhnn. 



Vii-.tt or Till'. Cwh-Tkmj’I.j. at Kaiu.j 

{Reproduced by perminstm of thy pholoyrapheis , Messrs. Bourne 
and S/tcpItrrd. Bombay, Cat cut fa, and Simla.) 

m 

The Vakatnka power however waned. In the sixth 
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century a.d. the Chdlukvas, a northern family of Rajput 

blood, entered the Dakhan, dislodged the Paliavas from 

Vatapipura (Badami), their capital in the South Maratha 

country, and gradually conquered the rest of the Dakhan, 

The Paliavas were driven south of the Tungabhadra and 

Krishna rivers, and the succeeding two hundred years 

are full of the struggles between them and the Chalukyas. 

14. The most famous member of the Chalukya dynasty 

was Pulakesin II. (Satyasraya). who is also one of the 

„ . . . great kings of ancient India. He ascended 
Pulakesin II. , , . . . 

(acc. A.D. the throne m a.d. 608, and reigned for above 

608). thirty-five years. He was thus the lifelong 

contemporary of the great Harsha, whom he defeated on 

the Narmada in 637 a.d. F rom this achievement it 

would be seen that Pulakesin was a great and successful 

warrior. His inscriptions record the conquest of Gujarat 

and Mahva, and the Paliavas of the Vengi' country 

(between the deltas of the Godavari and the Krishna) 

and Kanchipura. Of these the Vengi principality became 

Foundation part of the Chalukvan empire, and Pulakesin 

oftfie Eastern constituted it into a frontier province to resist 

vu3iUKV2 # 

dynasty. the inroads of the Paliavas, and appointed 
his brother Vishnuvardhana its first viceroy. Later on 
Yishnuvardhana’s descendants made themselves inde- 
pendent and are known as the Eastern Chalukyas, 
the original branch of the family being called the Western 
Chalukyas. Pulakesin entered into friendly relations with 
the Cholas and the Pandvas of the south, who sought 
his help and protection against the Paliavas. His power 
was very great, and his empire extended from sea to 
sea, and from the Narmada on the north to the Palar 
river on the south. He was at the head of a numerous 

_. and formidable armv. The Chinese pilgrim. 

Htouen ' .... _ , , 

Tbsang on Hiouen Thsang. who visited the Dakhan 

Pulakesin II. j n A D <339 ; thus describes Pulakesin and 
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. army: “He is of the race of Kshatrivas. His name 
is Pulakesin. His ideas arc large and profound, and 
he extends widely his sympathy and benefactions. His 
subjects serve him with perfect self-devotion. . . . The 
State maintains a body of dauntless champions to the 
number of several hundreds. . . Whenever the armv 
commences a campaign these braves march in the van to 
the sound of the drum. Besides, they intoxicate ma 
hundreds of naturally fierce elephants. . . . They r 
in a body, trampling everything under their feet. 1 
enemy can stand before them. The king, proud 
possessing these men and elephants, despises and sligl 
the neighbouring kingdoms.” The power and magni 
cence of the king thus described were so great that cv 
the distant king of Persia heard of them, and despatch 
an embassy to the Dakhan court in a.d. 625. 1 

15. The last days of this great king were clouded 1 

misfortunes. The Vcngi country became indepcnder 

„ . The Paltavas invaded the Dakhan and la 

Decline of .... 

the Chalnkya the country waste, .the old king himst 

power. was unable to check them, and seems 

have died resisting them. The Pallavas were repulsi 

in the following reign, and were afterwards repeated 

defeated by the Chalukvas. But the latter had bccon 

weakened by the constant wars, and about a.b. 750 

rebellious vassal, descended from the native Rashtraktit; 

overthrew the last member of Pulakesin’s house ar 

seized the throne. 

16. The Rdshtrakuta kings were even more warlil 
than their predecessors. They fought with all the 

neighbours, and enriched the Dakhan with tl 

knta d^nastv* spoils of their campaigns. Krishna I fA.t 

a a jnas -* 760-770) had the wonderful KaiMs temp 

1 A fresco painting at Ajanta (unhappily mutilated in part) 
believed to picture the reception of the Persian envoys by Pulakesin 
vide illustration. , 
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at KUura carved out of the rock. Under his successors, 
Govinda 111. (a.d. 780-81 a) and Amoghavarsha (a.d. 

815-8771, the Rashtrakuta dominions embraced all the 
possessions of Pulakesin II. in his most prosperous days. 
Krishna III. (about a.d. 915), or Kaunaradeva , con- 
quered the Cholas, captured their principal cities — 
Conjeevarnm and Tanjorc — and made the Kdveri the 
southern boundary of his kingdom. But, like the 



Ellura Cave 


Chalukyas, their successors soon felt the exhausting- 
influence of long-continued war. In a.d. 973 the last 
Rashtrakula king was deposed by a vassal named 
Tailapa, who ascended the vacant throne, claiming to 
be a descendant of the old Chalukya farnily. His 
descendants ruled over the Dakhan for nearly two 
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hundred years, and are usually referred to as the later 
Chalukyas of Kalyani. 

17. During the reigns of the early Chalukya and. 
the. Rashtrakuta kings, -Hinduism rapidly displaced 

Buddhism as the religion of the State and 
Condition of > _ ... , . 

the people °* the people. But as religious toleration - 

-i-JJ ^ was the rule, Buddhists and Jains were left 

yas and the to themselves. Pulakesin II. had a Jain 

Kashtra> court poet, and some of the Rdshtrakutas 

k utas 

( e.g Amoghavarsha) were liberal patrons 
of the Jains, who began to multiply rapidly in the 
country. Sanskrit learning and poetry were encouraged 
by these kings, while the old Dravidian tongue, Telugu, 
benefited largely by the patronage of their contempo- 
raries, the Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi. The period 
was one of great building activity, and many temples 
were erected in honour of the Hindu deities. The high 
degree of skill attained by the architects, sculptors, and 
painters of the time is shown by the rock-cut temple at 
Ellura, 1 to which reference has been already made, and 
the life-like paintings and frescoes in the caves of Ajanta 
(Inhyadri). The wealth and power of the rulers of the 
Da khan were so great that even Arabian writers knew 
of them. 

18. The rise of the latet Chalukya dynasty occurred 
when South India was passing under the rule of a 

series of very powerful Chola kings. Between 
Chalukyas of the two dynasties the old feud of the 
Kalyani. Chalukyas and the Pallavas was revived. 

Tailapa, the first of the new Chalukyas, was a contem- 
porary of the great Raja Raja, who ascended 
Tailapa. the Chola throne in a.d. 985. He was also- 


1 The rock-cut temples at Ellura were not freaks, as commonly 
imagined, bul were so designed as being cheaper and more impressive- 
than structural temples. f 
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repeatedly attacked and defeated by the Parmar Munja. 
(Vfikpati). The latter was at last taken prisoner by 



View of Interior of a Cave at Ajanta 
[From Fergusson’s “ History of Indian and Eastern Architecture. ” 

John Murray.) 


Tailapa, who cruelly put him to death, as the p only way 
of getting- rid of a troublesome enemy. Raja Raja overran’ 
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the Vengi country, gave .a daughter in marriage to 
the Eastern Chalukva king, and effectually separated 
him from his Western kinsmen. He then fiercely harried 
the Dakhan with fire and sword. The accession of 
Somesvara (a.d . 1040-1069), a warlike king, who gained 
the title of Ahavamalla, the “wrestler in battle,” freed 
the Dakhan from the invaders. He defeated and slew the 
Chola king, Rajadhiraja, in a battle fought in Mysore 
(a.d. 1052), and followed the retreating enemy almost to 
the walls of Conjeevaram. He also sacked Dh&r, the 
Parmar capital, and defeated the powerful Kama, the 
ruler of Chedi. 

19. Seven years after the death of Someswara, the 
throne of the Dakhan was seized by his younger son 
Vikramanka, usually known as Vikramaditya VI. He 
reigned for fifty years, from a.d. 1076, and fully restored 

• the glory of his house and kingdom. His 
VI., A.D. Chola contemporary was the great Kulot- 
1076-1126. tunga I. (a.d. 1070-1118), who ruled over 
almost the whole of the territory now forming the 
presidency of Madras. Both kings were middle-aged 
men when they came to the throne, and each had sufficient 
respect for the other not to rush into any needless war. 
The Dakhan and South India, therefore, enjoyed nearly 
half a century of unusual tranquillity. Literature and 
the arts flourished under royal patronage. The poet 
Bilhana was the laureate of Vikramaditya, and the 
celebrated jurist, Vignanfesvara, whose book (the Mitak- 
shara) is a standard authority on Hindu law, was one 
of his dependants. 

20. The last days of Vikramaditya and Kulottunga I. 

were darkened by the rise of a new state 
•ot^the^Mer in Mysore, under Vishnuvardhana, the 
Chalnkya t founder of the Hoysdla Ball&la dynasty, who 
empire. successfully resisted the armies of both the 
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northern and southern emperors. After Vikramaditya’s 

death, the province of Telingana also threatened to 

separate from the kingdom. This event was averted 

by a short-lived usurpation by Bijjala, an able 

general descended from the Kalachuri racer 

The usurpation, unfortunatelv, occurred tion, A.D. • 

, , . V .. . 11624182. 

about the same time as a peculiar religious 

movement, which revived the worship of Siva and in- 
cited the destruction of Jains and Brahmans. The leader 
of the revival was Basava , the minister of 
Bijjala. As the latter was a Jain, a revolu- Basava ‘ 
tion followed, during which both the leaders were killed. 
The Chalukyas were again placed on the throne, but 
enjoyed only the semblance of power. The Dakhan came 
to be divided between the Yddavas, whose capital was 
Devagiri (Daulatabad), the Kdkatiyas, who ruled from 
Warangal (EkasilApuri), and the Hoysala Ballalas of 
Dwarasamudra, 1 whose power extended as far north as 
the Krishna. The incessant wars of these rival states 
rapidly weakened them and made them easily fall before 
the Muhammadans. Ramachandra (1271-1310 a.d.), the 
last independent Yadava king, was conquered in a.d. 
1294 by Ala-ud-din Khalji. In 1309 A.D. the Kakatiya 
ruler 4 Prataparudra II., was defeated by Malik Kafur 
and compelled to pay tribute to the Muhammadan emperor 
of Delhi. 2 

Note. 

Basava was a social as well as a religious reformer. In place of 
the promiscuous worship of many gods, he inculcated an ardent 
devotion to Siva. Being a fanatic, he taught that it 

was good to destroy all heretics, especially the Jains. TheLlngayat 
v revival 

He denounced the institution of caste, and said that 

1 Now Halebid, in the Belur Taluk of the state of Mysore. 

5 The chiefs of Bastar (Vastara) in the Central Provinces claim 
descent from the Kalcatiyas of Warangal, the surviving members 
of that dynasty having withdrawn into the jungles of Bastar on the 
Mussulman conquest of the Dakhan. 0 
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all Siva-worshippers were . equal, irrespective of birth or social 
.position. He ■ forbade among his followers the eating of animal 
food, the drinking of intoxicating liquors, and the early marriage 
of girls. He exhorted all his disciples to union, and asked them 
to wear small lingas. " Hence his followers are usually known as 
JLing&yats. 

SECTION III 
History of' South India 

21. The early history of South India (applying- the 
name to the country south of the Krishna and the 

Tung-abhadra) is shrouded in impenetrable 

Dravldians obscurity. Many hundreds of years ago, 
long before the Aryans entered India, it 
“tvas in the occupation of the gifted Dravidians. These, 
at one time in their history, had settlements even in 
Hindustan, but were forced south' by the Aryan in- 
vasions. Even in those early ages they were not behind- 
hand of the Aryans in culture. Protected by their position 
near the extremity of the peninsula, they were from the 
beginning able to maintain their languages, customs, and 
manners, unmodified to any great extent by the influence 
of'th'e Aryans of the north. In spite of the racial ad- 
mixtures of ages, Dfavidian features are still recog- 
nizable in the appearance of many of the present iphabi-. 
tants of South India. 

22. The Rattas and the Andhras of the Dakhan were f 
in all -probability, tribes of Dravidian extraction, and 

; ... -Telugu, one of the chief Dravidian Iangu- 
and the ages, is now referred to as an Andhra 

- Tamils. tongue ’(Andhr&bashii). But the people 

■speaking . Tamil were the most typical members of the 
Dravidian race. Theirs were the three chief historical 
. . powers of. South India — the Pandyas of the 
kingdoms ’of -extreme south, the Gheras of . the Malabar 
the South. CO ast, and fhe Cholas, who ruled -over the 
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Buddhism, had then already become the popular religion 

of the country. The very ancient irrigation works, like 

the many channels of the Kaveri river, and the diversion 

of the broad Palar from its former into its present course, 

have to be assigned to this, if not an earlier age. It 

may also be assumed that the Dravidians, at the beginning 

of the Christian era, were already skilled 

architects, and could build substantial temples Tkeir s H i11 in 

r architecture. 

like the remarkable pavilions (carved out of 
the rock) at Mamallapuram (“Seven Pagodas” to the 
south of Madras), or the stupas at Amarsivati, on the 
Krishna river. 1 . 

2.“). In the third century a.d. we find the Pallavas 
supreme over the whole of South India from the Krishna 
to the Kaveri. Their rule, however, appears 
to have been simply superimposed over those 
of the local dynasties which were not uprooted, 
chief seat of their power was 
Kanchipura (Conjeeveram), but 
princes or viceroys of Pallava 
blood ruled over the Telugu 
and west coast districts from 
Vengipura and Palakkadu (Pal- 
ghat) respectively. About a.d. 

2f>0, a great Pallava king 

named Sivaskandavarman, a Hindu and a devotee of 


The Pallavas. 
The 




Pallava Gold Coin 


“Silappadhikdram” ("the book of the anklet”) and “Manimdkalai” 
may he assigned to the early centuries of the Christian era. They 
are among the finest poems in Tamil. These, along with some 
well-known Tamil anthologies, are ascribed to the influence of a 
famous literary academy ( Sangatn ) at Madura. An ancient 
tradition places the early Tamil kings, Karikala Chola, Cheran 
Chenguttuvan and the Pandya Nedunjeliyan, who were successively 
paramount in South India, in the Sangatn age. 

1 These are believed to belong to the fifth and fourth centuries A.D., 
respectively. 

10 * . 
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kingdom. Tlieir capital Kanchi was taken and occupied 
twice by the Chalukyas (c. 655 a.d. and 740 a.d.). In 
Mysore especially, the dynasty of Southern Gangas 
•openly' rebelled- against the Pallavas, and leaned for 
support on the rulers of the Dakhan. Bj' the close of the 
tenth century, the Cliolas became a great power in South 
India under a dynasty of very able kings. Their attacks 
finally destroyed the dominion of the Pallavas in South 
India, and Kanchipura became thenceforth one of the 
■Clio! a capitals. 



The Rathas, Maha-balik'Ram. 

•fFrom Fergusson's “ History of Indian and Eastern Architecture." 

John Murray.) 


56. Buddhism and Jainism had been introduced into 
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South India .during- the time of the early Mauiyan> 
Condition emperors, and had long been influential 

and^religioii t * lere * About the beginning of the present 
under the ■ era a reaction began against them, through' 
Pallavas. the silent revival of Hinduism. The Paliavas,. 
like the foreign dynasties of Northern India, soon : . 
became the patrons of the Hindu sects of Siva and! 
Vishnu. About the fifth century a movement began- 
among the common people, who in South India have- 
always been very religious in their tendencies, in favour 
of the worship of Siva and Vishnu, and directed against 
Buddhism and Jainism, as well as the ascendancy of 
the Brahman caste. The whole of South India (except- 
ing parts of Mysore and the west coast, where Jainism 
survived) was converted to Hinduism, and numerous- 
stately temples rose to Hindu deities. The movement 
also enriched Tamil literature with a large body of 
remarkable hymns (collected as the Tiruv&sagam, 
Tevaram and Tiruvaimoli), some of which represent the- 
finest religious poetry in Indian literature. 1 

27. The real founder of the new Chola dynasty, which 
inherited from the Pallavas the supremacy over South- 
India, was Aditya ( c . 880-907 A.D.) who con- 
dynasty*^ t l uere ^ Pallava King Aparajita, and put 
an end to the Pallava supremacy in South 
India. His son Parantaka I. (c. 907-965 a.d.) was - a dis- 
tinguished warrior, and conquered the kings of Madura 
and Ceylon. He ruled in great splendour front his capital 
at Uraiyiir (near Trichinopoly), and died after a long 
reign. The prosperity of the Chola kingdom! 
Parantaka. unfortunately attracted the attention of the 
warlike Rashtrakutas of the Dakhan, who defeated, ini 

Parintaka’s own lifetime, his son Rajdditya in a great 
* 

1 The Jain contributions to Tamil literature are also among our 
most . precious possessions ip that language. 
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l>attle at Takkola (948 a.d.). During - the succeeding 

reigns they repeatedly invaded the Tamil country, once 

• even penetrating as far south as Tanjore. The overthrow 

■of the Rdshtrakutas (a.d. 975) gave South India time to 

recover from the invasions. In a.d. 985 the great Raja 

Raja, the most illustrious member of his 

•dynasty, ascended the Chola throne. For seven , Ra i a H a i a 

i ... , .... A.D. 98S-1017. 

years he matured his plans, and m the eighth 

he began a career of conquest which after six years left 

him supreme over all South India. Ceylon, the west 



Goi.d Coin of Raja Raja Choi.a 


■coast, the Eastern Chalukya kingdom, and Kalinga had 
all been successfully invaded by him, and made to ac- 
knowledge his power. The Chera power was crippled 
"bv the destruction of the Malabar fleet. The alliance of 
the Vengi kingdom was secured by its conquest and 
■subsequent restoration to its ruler, who also received a 
•daughter of the conqueror in marriage. Raja Raja, 
having effectually secured his northern frontier, pro- 
ceeded to ravage the Dakhan, less perhaps with the design 
■of forming permanent conquests than to secure respect 
for his own frontiers. In the eighteenth year of his 
reign he sheathed his sword and devoted himself to the 
task of administering the empire, and building in memory 
of his victories the great temple of Tanjore, the finest 
■example of Dravidian architecture in South India, and 
it fitting emblem of the soaring ambition, power and 
gefiius of the ruler who erected it. He possessed a strong 
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navy, and conquered the Laccadive and Maidive islands 
in the Indian ocean three years before his death. In 
a.d. 1011, six years before his death, he associated his son. 
Rajendra with himself in the government of the kingdom. 

28. Rdjendra ( Gangaikondan) ruled up to about a.d. 
1042, and the whole of his reign was taken up with the 
Rajendra work of completing his father’s conquest of 
Chola. South India. The Gangas of Mysore, who 
had troubled the Pallavas, again began to rebel, and 
leaned to a Chalukyan alliance. Rajendra defeated them,. 



Chola Silver Coix ( Rajexdra) 


and further strengthened his position against the 
Chalukyas of the Dakhan by giving his daughter in- 
marriage to her cousin the Eastern Chalukya ruler. This- 
proved a very eventful union, as Kulottunga I., the 
greatest Chola king next to Raja Raja, was the child 
of this marriage. His powerful fleet enabled Rajendra 
to conquer and annex to the Chola empire the kingdom 
of Pegu (1025-7 a.d.), and the Andaman and Nicobar 
(Nakkavaram) islands. In 1023 a.d. he successfully 
invaded the territories of Mahipala, King of Bihar and 
Bengal. It was probably in commemoration of this 
exploit that he assumed the title “Gangaikondan” — i.e.„ 
“the conqqeror of the Ganges.” 

29. After the death of Rajendra, troubles came thick 
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on the Chola kingdom. The Pandyas, the Cheras. and 

the Gangas revolted. The Chalukyas, under ^ { . 

the warlike Someswara (Ahavamalla), in- in the 

vaded South India, and a Chola king, 1 c . ho, *i 
,, ,. j r r. •• kingdom, 

Kajadhiraja, the son and successor of Rajen- a.D. 1042* 

dra, died manfully on the field of battle 1070, 
defending his crown and country (Battle of Koppam on 
the Krishna, 1052 a.d.) In another battle fought on the 
border-river Krishna . (Kiidal-Saihgamam), Virarajendra 
Chola (acc. 1062 a.d.) turned the table on the Chaluk- 
yas and inflicted a severe defeat on them. But the 
continuous wars began to tell on the Chola kingdom. 
The Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi also proved untrust- 
worthy, and had to be conquered again. The strain of 
the war is evident from the fact that five kings ruled 
successively over the Chola kingdom after Rajendra for 
a total period of less than twenty-eight years. 

30. Relief, however, came to the country in a.d. 1070, 
when Riljendra alias Kulottunga I., the head Kulottun g a 
of the Eastern Chalukya family since a.d. j., a.D. 
1063, seized the Chola throne after putting all I070 * ,1,s * 
his rivals out of the way. He was the grandson of 
Riljendra Chola I. He was also married to a grand- 
daughter of Rajendra I. Thus uniting in himself many 
claims to the Chola throne, he succeeded to it, after an 
apprenticeship of seven years as a king in the Vengi 
country. In his youth he had been a distinguished 
soldier, and he justified his early reputation by the 
conquest of Kalinga, the Ganga, and Pandva countries,! 
as well as South Travancore. His victories were com- 
plete, and during the greater part of a long reign of fifty 
years his empire enjoyed unwonted peace. Kulottunga 
turned his attention to the government of his great 
empire, and had the whole of it surveyed for .purposes of 
revenue administration (a.d. 1086). He emulated Raja 




153 


History of South India 

iUa'ja as a temple bulkier, and also liberally patronized 
'both Tamil and Telugu men of letters, as became a ruler 
who united in himself the blood of the Eastern Chalukyas 
.and the Cholas. Lastly, he signalized the complete 
tranquillity of. his kingdom as well as his statesmanship 
bv abolishing', once for all, the vexatious tolls which had 
till then harassed the traveller and the merchant in 
passing from one district of the empire to another. 

31. The decline of the Chola empire set in during the 

last days of Kulottunga I. In a.d. 1117, Bittideva (a.o. 

1100-11 Jl), better known by his later name 

•of Yishnuvardhana, the Hovsala prince of chola* power* 

Dwarasamudra, drove the Chola governors 

from the (Janga territory. Before his death, he had 

"become master of the greater past of the country now 

forming the Mysore State. Ylrn Ballala Rise 0 f the 

(a.d. 1173-1220), the grandson of Bittideva, Hovsala 

•completed Ins ancestor s conquest, and dynasty. 

maintained his independence in the face of both the 

Cholas and the Chalukvas. About the time , , 

Singhalese 

•ol his accession South India was convulsed invasion, 
by a Singhalese (Ceylonese) invasion. The c ’ 1,73 A,D> 
Pnndyan ruler was repeatedly defeated, and had to seek 
the help of the Chola king. The invaders were at last 
repulsed by the joint efforts of the two Tamil powers. 



<10U> Com OP V IBHNTJ V ARDHAKA A PANDYA COIS. 

ob Bittideva, 

This was the last great achievement of thg Cholas. 
During the first half of the thirteenth century the Pandyas 
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invaded the Chola kingdom. The Hoysalas and the 
Kakatiyas also' took advantage of its weakness, to deprive 
it of its western and northern districts. The power of 
the former extended as far south as Trichinopoly, and 
the Kakatiya chief captured Conjeevaram. The simul- 
taneous disappearance of the Chalukya dynasty in the 
Dakhan enabled the Hoysalas to extend their power 
north as far as the Krishna. The last powerful southern 
Sandara ruler was a Pandya king named Sundara 
Pandya, c. (died about a.d. 1293), who conquered the 
1290 A.D. Tamil country and Ceylon. The hand of the 
Muhammadans, under Malik Kafur, fell, in a.d. 1310, 
most heavily on the Hoysalas, whose capital Dwara- 
samudra was sacked, as containing the plunder of South 
India and the Dakhan. Confusion reigned in the country 
Rav'va man a ^ ter ^ ie departure of the invaders. This is 
Kulasekhara, evidenced by the successful raid of a prince 
c. 1310 A.D. 0 f Quilon, named Ravivarman Kulasekhara, 
who, in the year after the retirement of the Muham- 
madans ( i.e in a.d. 1311-1312), progressed victoriously 
through the Pandya and Chola countries, as far north as 
Conjeevaram. The evil, however, soon wrought its 
own cure. About a.d. 1336, two refugees from the 
Dakhan founded on the banks of the Tungabhadra a new 
Hindu city, which they named Vijayanagara, and claimed 
the obedience of South India as the representatives of the 
Yadavas of Devagiri and the Hoysalas of Mysore. 
Under them and their successors South India again 
became united as in the days of Raja Raja or Kulottunga. 

32. The inscriptions of the period throw much light 
on the government of the Chola emperors and the condi- 
tion of their subjects. From these it appears 
th«Tconntry° f that tlie Chola sovereign not merely reigned , 
under the m but ruled. Whether in camp or in the 
Cholas. ca pital, the affairs of the State received his‘ 
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personal attention, and his oral orders were recorded', 
by secretaries, and communicated to the 
provincial governors. The kingdom was ^„ t ^ overn * 
divided into districts, several districts being 
grouped together to form a province (Mandala). Each 
province represented an old kingdom, and its viceroy 
was either a descendant of its dispossessed royal house, 
or was a relation of the emperor. A great -body of 
officials conducted the administration of the province 
under the orders of the viceroy. Considerable attention 
was paid to the upkeep of records. 

33. The chief sources of the State’s income was the 

tax on land, which was usually one-sixth of the gross- 

produce. The State also levied a host of 

other imposts, such as profession dues, ^ even “ e , and 
1 r expenditure, 

duties on commerce, tolls, the salt-tax, 


water-cesses and fines. Much attention was paid to the 

collection of the land revenue. For this purpose the 

country was thoroughly surveyed. Two such 

surveys are on record — one of which took ur ' e - s ’ 

place before the accession of Raja Raja (i.e. , a.d. 985), 

and the other in a.d. 1086 1 during the reign of Kulot- 

tunga I. The village was assessed as a whole for the 

land-tax. In seasons of scarcity remissions of taxes- 

were claimed, but were not always granted by the king. 

The right of cultivating the lands of defaulters of revenue 

was sold by the village assemblies to realize the arrears- 

pavable to the State. Large sums were spent by the 

government in making and maintaining 

", , . . ", , , , , " Public works.. 

roads and irrigation works (channels, bridges 

and dams). The Cholas maintained a standing army as- 


well as a navy. Civil functionaries were, paid 

either in cash or by assignments of lands or antf 

the land-revenue. Taxes were paid in gold 


1 This is also the year of the great Domesday Survey in England. 
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or in kind. 1 Tolls were considered a great hardship,, 
and Kulottunga I. won much popularity by 
wisely sanctioning’ their abolition throughout ^°^ s * 
his empire. 

•34. The most remarkable feature of the administration- 
of the time was, however, the self-government of villages,, 
which appears to have been general through-, 
out South India from the tenth century a.d. village self* 
Each village was a self-governing unit and government, 
had its general assembly, which annually 
elected the executive body of the village, known as “the- 
great men of the village.” Besides these, there were- 
several working commit lees for looking after the various 
branches of village administration. Precise rules- 
governed the election of members to the various bodies 
of the village. The taxes were collected in the name of 
the village assembly, the village servants worked under 
the direction of the committees, and charitable endow- 
ments were made and also received as trusts on behalf 
of the village by “the great men of the village”. Records 
were kept of their collections and work, and these were 
open to the inspection of the divisional officers of the 
kingdom ( adhikari ) and the district commanders of the 
forces (Scnapati). Criminal justice was also administered 
by the village assembly, acting with or independently of 
the divisional officer. 

35. The country, on the whole, seems to have been 
prosperous, and this was in a large measure due to the 
power of rulers like Raja Raja and Kulot- 
tunga, in whose days the country was free Editions, 
from invasion. These kings accumulated 
vast spoils during their wars, and spent them lavishly 

1 Silver seems to have been rare, and is not usually mentioned in* 
donations. 
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in embellishing their capitals, constructing and endow- 
ing great temples, and patronizing men of letters. The 
earlier Chola emperors were Hindus, wor- 
~ shipping Siva, but tolerantly endowing 

temples of other sects and religions. A persecuting 
•spirit, however, set in after the death of Kulottunga I., 
and Jains and the followers of Rdmdnuja, 
ftninnntijn. ^ yj s j, nu ; te reformer (died 1132 a.d.), were 

persecuted. But the evil lasted only for a short time, 
and the sect of Rdmfmuja, who revived the worship of 
Vishnu, made great progress through the patronage of 
the Hoysala Bittideva (Vishnuvardhana), who was a 
follower of Rdmdnuja, and some of his descendants, as 
well as some of the rulers of Madura and the west coast. 


nnmnnujfl. 


Princes and private individuals vied with one another in 
raising numerous temples to Hindu deities, and the period 
was characterized by considerable architectural activity 
throughout South India. 
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Probable date of the composition of Gautama’s Dharmasutra 
(Code). 

485-465. Xerxes, King of Persia, 
c. 480. Persian invasion of Greece. Indian troops probably share 
in the invasion. Death of the Buddha. Alleged first 
Buddhist Council (at Rajagriha). 

Stupa at Piprnwa (on the Nepalese frontier) raised over the 
ashes of the Buddha — earliest known Indian building 
(not of wood). 

c. 479. The Sakya clan destroyed. 

c. 400. Apastamba’s Dharma-Sutra (Code) composed for the guid- 
ance of the Aryan settlers in the Dakhon. 

3S0. “Second" Buddhist Council (at Vaisali). 

The Sisunaga dynasty displaced by the Nandns in Magndha. 
Ctesias writes an account of India, 
r. 350. Probable date of the great Sanskrit grammarian Pav.hu 
c 330. The Persian empire conquered by Alexander the Great. 

327 (May)-325 (October). Alexander in India. 

• 326. (July). Battle of the Jhelurn (Hydaspes). 
c. 325. Coins of Saubhuti (Sophyles). K. of the Salt Range, 
Imitating Greek types. 

323 (June). Death of Alexander at Babylon. 
c. 322. Revolt in India. 

Overthrow of the Nanda dynasty in Magadha. Accession 
of Chandraguptn Mauryn. 
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:n;>. AT O- •: Jain immigration into South India In con«\|uence 
»>l a famine in Hindustan. 

S--1iuiuv. Nic.itor recovers 15. tin '.on. His ora. 

ifu.’i.olKi. War .;n SeVucus and Chnndragupta. 

K\t« n«diiit <<f tlic Mamyan empire to the Hindu Kush. 

Me;,n-th' n< s at Pat.diputra. 

Prohabl 1 date of the Ariha-sulra of ChatinUya. 

Coins with inscriptions come into me in India. 

21'!*. Death of Ch.>n-haj;upta (Mams!.). 

274. Atcessim of As ok a. 

2i'0. Coronation (Ahhithek at of Asoka. 

“iil. Tlf Kalinga war. 

“tiO-'Jaf 1 . Asoka lw.’( I'tiV's a Buddhist. 

"a?. As ok a !*• com* s a Huddhi-t Mini;. 

2j 7-2.’G. If*- begin* the publication of his edicts. 

250. Revolt tif Raettia and Parthia against the Seb-ucids. 

Probable date t.f the linddhist Stupas at lihattiprolu and 
Gudivad.v (Krishna district!. Rails of Mahabodhi 
(Buddha-Gay a) and Sanchi. Asoka’s monoliths. 

250-150, Bactrian coinage in imitation of Greek types. 

S'vetal of the Sanchi topes erected. 

250-50. Hatty f'rtio,! of Buddhist Art. 

210. “Third" Buddhi-t Council (at Pataliputra). 

252. Death of Asoka. 

220. The Andhrns fit power in tin- Dakhan. 

200. Antiochus the Great invades India. 

200. 1‘pward limit assigned (liy niihfer! to the present recension 
of Matni'.s (metrical) Code. 

200-150. Railings of the stupa at Bharhut (Central India). 

1S5. Extinction of the Mauryan dynasty. Accession of Pushy . 1 - 
mitra Simgn. Brahman reaction. 

170. The Ytn.-chi horde expelled from China. 

100. Kharavela, tin- Jain King of Kalinga. 

1G5. The Yue-chis <xpel the Sahas from Central Asia and drive 
them southward. 

150. Menander. 

Gnfi’ti'im at Sanchi. Restoration of the Buddhist Stupa at 
Amaravati (Krishna district). 

140-125. T!ic Sakas c,ccupy S' istan, etc. Northern Satraps (of 
Taksliasija and Mathura). • 

140. The Sanskrit Grammarian Paianjali. 
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c. 70. Accession of the Kanva dynasty. Alleged immigration of 
Jews into Malabar. 

c. Go. Syria becomes a Roman province. Formation of the five 
Yue-chi principalities. 

c. 57. Initial year of the Malava or Vikrama era. 
c. 27. Extinction of the Kanvn dynasty. An Indian embassy 
received at Rome. 
a.d. 

14. Death of the Roman Emperor Augustus. 

<10. Gondopbarnes. Thomas the Apostle. Kadphises I. 
(Kusana). 

5 0-200. Kusana coinage (traces of Roman influence). 

G0-3S0. Second Period of Indian plastic art. Gandhara and- 
Amaravati schools of sculpture, 
c. 85. Kadphises II. 

Rise of the Digambara sect of the Jains, 
c: 100. Destruction of the Indo-Parthian power in N.W. India bv 
Kusanas under Kadphises II. Ancient Tamil classics 
(the Rural, the S i lappadh i ka ram) composed. 

11G. Roman conquest of Mesopotamia, 
c. 120-1 GO. Kanishka. "Fourth” Buddhist Council. • Mabayann 
Buddhism. 

c. 130. Nasik Buddhist caves. 

c. 150. The Western Satrap Rudradaman. 

Aswaghosha. Dhanvantari. Earlier paintings at Ajanta. 

200. Lowest limit assigned to the present recension of the Code 
of Manu (Macdonnell). 

c. 22G. Collapse of the Kusana, Andhra and Parthian cmpircs. 

Sivaskandavarman (Pallava) celebrates a horsc-sacrificc in 
South India. 

300. Beginning of the decline of Indian sculpture, reckoned as Art. 

318-9. Initial year of the Gupta era. 
c. 32G-375. Samudragupta. 

c. 375. Probable date of Kalidasa and of the legist Yagnavalkya. 

375-413. Chandragupta II. ( Vikramaditya ). 
c. 395. The Satraps of the West overthrown by die Guptas, 
c. 300-400. Vigorous Brahmanic revival and renovation. Suppres- 
sion of the Prakrits by Sanskrit. Decline of Buddhism. 
Modifications in Brahmanism. Sanskrit ornate poetry, 
revision of the Puranas and the great epics, and works 
bn sacrificial law and rituai, philosophy, astronomy and 
civil iaw. Decay, of Indian art. 
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A.D. 

405-411. Fa-Hian in India, 
c.- 425-480. Corruption of the Gupta coinage. 

450-G50. Raths at Mamallapura (Seven Pagodas). 

455. First Hun War. 

470-4S0. Second Hun War. 

476’. Aryabhatta (the astronomer) born. 

490-510. Toramann. 

c. 500. Amarasimlia (the lexicographer). 

510-540. Mihiragula in Hindustan and Kashmir. 

528. Mihiragula defeated by Narasimhagupta and Yasodharman. 
5G3-5G7. The Turks destroy the Huns on the Amu Darya, 
c. 578. Early Chalukyas at Vatapi (Badami). 

Badami Brahmanical caves excavated, 
c. 580. Subandhu (romancer) and Varahamihira (astronomer), 
c. GOO. Kingdom of Srikantha founded. 

Bana (Sanskrit author). 

Saiva revival in South India. 

Composition of the Tevaram hymns. 

G06-647. Harsha. 

G08-C. G’42. . Pulakcsin II. (W. Chalukya). 

629. Harsha’s religious convocation at Prayaga (Allahabad). 
629-645. Travels of Hiouen Thsang. 
c. 670. Later Gupta dynasty. Rise of the Rajput dynasties, 
c. 700. Kumarila Bhatta (Mimamsaka). 

711. Arab conquest of Sindh. 

c. 730. Bhavabhuti (poet) patronized by Lalitaditya of Kashmir. 
750.' End of the Arab domination in Sindh. 

760. Kailasa (at El'.ura) carved. 

Sack of Valabhi by the Arabs, 
c. 800. Sankaracharya. 

The poets Magha and Visakhadatta. 

900-1200. Chandella architectural activity at Khajuraho (Bandel- 
khand). 

915. South India conquered by the Rashtrakuta, Krishna III. 
941. The Kanarese poet Pampa. 

950-1250. Period of “Chalukyan” architectural activity in the 
Dakhan and the Karnatik. 

“ Dravidian" style temples constructed in large numbers 
in South India. 

c. 985-1017. Raja Raja Chola. 

c. 1000. The great temple at Tanjore built. 

c. 1010-1050. Bhoja (Parmar), King, author and patron of letters. 
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1022. Lahore captured by the Muhammadans. 

1032. Jain temple (of marble) at Mt. Abu, erected by a merchant 
named Vimala Sah. 

c. 1060. Kirtivarman (Chandella). Kama of Chedi. Accession of 
the Sena dynasty in Bengal. 

1070-1118. Kulottunga Chola. 

Tamil literary activity. 

1076-1116. Vikramaditya VI. 

• 1086. Great Revenue Survey of South India. 

c.' 1090. Vignaneswara (legist). 

c. 11 00. Ramanuja (Vaishnava reformer). 

Jayadeva (poet). 

1100-1141. Vishnuvardhana (Bittideva), Hoysala ruler. 

1118. Traditional date of the birth of Ananta-tirtha, the Madhwa 
reformer. 

c. 1120. Belur temple. 

c. 1141. Hoysalcstvara temple at Halebid commenced. 

1149. Kalhana completes liis chronicle of Kashmir (Rajataran- 
gini). 

1170-1193. Jayachchnndra (Kanauj) and Prithiviraja. Chand, 
the Hindi poet (?). 

1191 and 1193. Battles of Tirauri. 

1200-1300. Decay of the Chola and Chalukya powers. 

Rise of the Yadavas (Dcvagiri) and the Kakatiyas 
(Warangal). 

c. 1220. Kaitabheswara temple at Halebid. 
c. 1260. Nannul, the famous Tamil grammar, composed, 
c. 1268. Venkalanatha (Vcdantn-desika), the Vaishnava reformer 
and writer of South India. 

c. 1270. The Marathi- poets, Jnaneswar and Nnmdev. 

1309-1310. Malik Kafur’s invasion of South India, 
c. 1336. The city of Vijayanagara founded. 



INDEX 


The rater. net's a re to tkc Chapters and Paragraphs 


Auiusakv (Ablsarcs). V. 10 
Adi'.va Chula, X. 27. 
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Ajnnta (Inhvadri) paintings, X. 
14 a.; 17." 

Ajalasatru, IV. 5, 11 : V. 4. 
Ajivakas, VI 0. 

Ajmir, IX. 3, 11. 

Akbar compared with Asokn, 

VI. 10. 

Alexander the (treat, V. S-1S; his 
work in India, V. 15 ; results 
of his campaigns, V. 1G— 37. 
Amarasimha, Vlll. IS. 
Amaravati Stupa, X. 24. 

Ambhi (Omphis), V. 10. 

Amir, Shah, conquers Kashmir, 
IX. 12. 

Amoghavarsha, X. Id. 
Anahilavara, X. 7. 

Anandnpnla, IX. 10. 
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Anartta, X. ?. 
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Angas, the, III. 0. 

Antiochus the Great, VI 1. 1. 
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Aparajita, X. 27. 
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Architecture, V. 25-26 ; VI. 19 ; 

VII. 12; IX. 19. 
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Aryabhata, VIII. IS. 

Aryans, the, 1. 9, 10; II. 3-4 ; 
first immigration. II. 5; 
second immigration, II. 6 ; 
culture of the early, II. 7 ; 
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2 n. ; life and government in 
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X. fl. 

Asoka, V. 30, 32 . VI. 4-10. 

Asramas, the four, III. 13. 

Assemblies (papular), VI. 15. 

Astronomy, 111. 20: Vlll. is. 

Aswaghosha, VII. (>, 10 n. 

Aswakas, the, V. 19. 

Aswamedha ( horse-sacrifice) , 
VII. 3: Vlll. 2 : X.25. 

Atliarva Veda, II. 9. 

Avanti, V. 3. 

Ar.cs, I. VII. i. 4. 

Azilises, VII. t, 4. 


Babylon (Bavern),V. 21 : X. 23. 
Bakhtivar Muhatumad-ibn, 
IX. S. 

Baladitya. Sec Xarasint/ia- 
gupta. 

llallalas, the, X. 31. See under 
f-faysatas. 

Baluchistan, its former fertility, 
Intr. 12. 

Bana, VIII. 12. 

Basavn, X. 20. 

Bastar (Vastara), descent of 
chiefs of, X. 20 n. 
Bhaguvadgita the. III. 19; 
V. 33. 

Bharatas, the, II. 16; HI. 6. 
Bharavi (poet), VIII. IS. 
Bhartrihari (poet), VIII. IS. 
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Bhavabhuti (poet), IX. IS. 
Bhojas, the, VI. 6. 

Bhoja (Parmar Kintj) , IX. 6, 7. 
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Bhroach, dynasty of. X. 6. 
Bhutuaka, VII. i, 4. 

Bijjala, X. 20. 

Bilhana, IX. 18 ; X. 19. 
Bimbisara, IV. 5 ; V. 4. 
Bindusara, VI. 3. 

Bittideva. See Vishnuvar- 
dhana. 

Brahmagupta (Astronomer) , 

VIII. 18. 

Brahman ascendancy, IX, 17. 
Brahmanas, the (Vedic litera- 
ture), III. 11. 

Brahmanism, rise of sects op- 
posed to, Ch. IV. Changes 
in, V. 33 ; VI, 20. Revival of, 
VII. 10. 

Brahmodaya, III. 14. 

Buddha, the, hislife, etc., IV. 
10-12 ; his relics, V. . 30 ; 
deified, V. 31. 

Buddhism, rise of, IV. 10-13. 
Buddhism, relations with Brah- 
manism, IV. 13 ; its growth 
and spread ; V. 30-32 ; its 
decline, VII. 10; VIII. 14.; 

IX. IS ; in South India, X. 
24. 

Burial mounds (prehistoric), I. 

S. 

Burma, lntr. 12. . . 


Capitals, formed on. rivers. 
Intr. 7. 

Caste, growth of. III. 10 ; 
origins and influence, vote to 
Ch. III. ; V. 23, 27 ; VI. 18. 
Cattle lifting, II. 17. 

Cattle, importance of, in early 
Aryan life, II. ,17. 

- Cave temples, X. 12. 

Censors, VI. 17. 

Ceylon, Intr. 12 ; VIII. 4 ; X. 

27; chronicles, VI. 8 ; Asoka’s 
. embassy to, VI. 8 ; Tamil 
.■ invasions of, X.. 23, 31. 
Chaitya, V. 26. 

Chalukyas, the, of the Dakhan, 
IX. 7 ; early C. of Vatapi, X. 
13-15 ; of .Gujarat, X. 7; of 
Kalyani, 'X. 18-20 ; X. 25. 


Chanakya, VI. 1 n. 

Chandellas, the, IX. 3 ; IX. 5 
Chandragupta (Maurya), V. 5. 

17, 19; VI. 1-3, 18 n. ; IX. 18. 
Chandragupta, I. (Gupta rulc-rl 
VIII. 1. 

Chandragupta II. (Vikrama- 
ditya), VIII. 3, 5-6 ; X. 3. 
Charaka, VII. 11. 

Chastana, X, 3. 

Chedi, III. 15 ; V. 3 ; IX. 4, 6, 
Chellana (Queen), IV. 5. 
Cherap CheuguttuvaD, X. 24. 
Clieras, the, X. 22. 

Chetaka, IV. 5. 

Chinese Empire, relations with, 
VIII. 7, 11 ; IX. 1. 

China, Dravidian trade with, 

X. 23. 

Chitral, II. 6. . 

Chivalry, IX. 2. 

Chohans, the, IX. 3. 

Cholas; the, VI. 6 ; (great), X. 
27-31 : Capitals of, sacked by 
Krishna III.- X. 16 ; Govern- 
ment of, X.. 32-34. 
.Christianity. Introduced; VII, 4. 
Climate and national character. 

Intr. 11. .... ' 

Codes, VII. 11. 

’Coinage, introduced, V. . 24., 
24 n. ; Gupta, VIII. 4 n. 
Copper, known after ifQn, I. 11. 
Costume,' VI. -19: . 

Councils, Buddhist, Y. 30 ; VI. 
8. . • ,\ 
Crime and sin confused,, VIII. . 
16. V 

Criminal law, VIII. 16. 
Cfes'ias.AC 8. . 

Currency, V. 24. 

Cyrus the Great, V. 6. 

Dakwan, the, Intr. 8 ; deriva- 
tion of the name, II. 10 ; 
history of, X. 8-20. 

Dandin, VIII. 18. 

Dardistan, IX. 12. 

Darius the Great, V. 6. 

Darsana, III. 16. 

Dasaratha (Maurya), VI. 9 



Index 


171 


Dnsyii, II. 15. 

Delhi founded, IX. 3 n. 
Demetrius, VII. 1, 

Demigods, V. 33. 

Dcvadntta (schismatic), V. 30. 
Dhanga (K.l, IX. 5. 
Dhanvautari, VIII. Is’. 
Dhanvukataka, X. H, 12. 

Dhar,' IX. 7 : X. IS. 
Dharmapala, VIII. S. 
Dr.wid’ans. the. I. (), 7 ; X. !•, 

21 : culture of primitive !>., 

I. 11. 12 ; *va trade of, X 23; 
seaports ot, X. 23 n. 
Dwaneamudia ! Halebid:, X. 
•’0. 31. 


Edvcauon, III. W ; V. 2-S. 
Eight-fold path, the, IV, 12. 
Ellu:a temples. X. 16-17. 
Epics. the groat, III. !<>. 25. 


I'a H t a N { t ravel lor) , V I . S ; VI 1 1 . 
4. 

Kami no. V, 22. 


Gahakwaks. the, IX. 3. 1J. 
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Gangai Kunda, X 2S. 

Gannas of M vs ore, the, X 15, 
2S. 

Ganges, the, Imr. 6. 

Gangeya Deva, IX. 6. 
Gautamiputru Sntakarot, X. 3, 
11 . 

Gaya, V. 21. 

Geometry, III. 20. 

Ghazni, invaders from, IX. 5. 
Gilgit, II. 6. 

Girnar, VI. 4, 
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Golden Age of Sanskrit litera- 
ture, the, VIII. IS. 
Gondophaues, VII. 4. 

Govinda III., X. 1G. 

Grammar, III. 20. 

Guilds, V. 23 ; X. 12. 


j Gujarat, history of, X. 1-7. 
i Gupta dynasty, the great, VIII. 
j 1-7 : X. 5; the second, IX. 1. 
J Gttrjaras, the, IX. 3 ; X. 5 


| Hai.a, VII. 11. 

J Harappa, Intt. n. 

■ Harsliavardhana {Hnrshn'. 

VIII. 8-12; IX. 1. 

! Harshacharita, VIII. 12. 
Ilniliava dynasty, the, See Cltedi 
and A'o/tu'/ti, ri. 

Ilemachandra, X. 7 n- 
Hindu Kush, Intr. 3. 

Hinduism, VIII. 14. 15 ; IK. 1(5 : 
X. 2d. 

Hiouen Th«ang »t':,\eHerl. VI. 

S; V 1 1 1 . 12 ; X . 6 ; X. 14. 
Hor*.e-'>:.enf ve. See Asii'tWtc- 
tf An. 

Iloy*>.il.i H.dl.i’af. X. 20. 

Hurs the. 1. S: \ II. S; VIII. 
G-7. 

| Hm i-hka, VII. S. 


India, changes in outline, I. 3 : 
derivation of name, II. 5 : 
earliest mhabi'ants of, I. 4-5 ; 
historical geography, Intr. 

Indo-Europeans, their original 
home, 11. 2. 

Indo- Hart hians, the, VII. 4. 

Indus, the former fertility of the 
lower course of, Intr. 12. 

Inheritance law. V. 22. 

Irrigation, V. 22 ; VI. 16. Ste 
Public Works. 


Jaffna, founded, X. 24 n. 

Jains and Jainism, IV. 1-0 ; IV. 
9 n. ; VI. IS n. ; IX. 14, 19; 

‘ X. 17, 26, 2G n. 

Jati. See Cctslc. 

, Jaugada, VI. 4. 

Javachcbandra (Jaichand), IX. 

; n. 

Jayadeva (poet), IX. 18. 
Jayapala, IX. 10. • 
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Jayasimr.a (K. of Kashmir). IX. 

12 . 

Jeiaka-bhukti, IX. 4. 

Jfcelum (battle of the), V. II. 
Jinn, IV, 6. 

Johttr. IX. 19. 

Kabul, VIII. 4. 

Kadphises I. and II., VII. 5. 
Kailas at Klliira, X. 16. 
Kakatiyas, the, X. 20, 51. 
Kalacbnri usurpation, X. 20. 
Kalachnrj'as of Chedi, IX. 4. 
Kalhana (chronicler), IX. 12, IS. 
Kalidasa, VIII. IS. 

Kalinga or Kalin gas, VI, 3-6 ; 

XVII. 2 ; VIII. 12 n. ; X 27. 
Kalinjar (Kalanjara), IX 5. 
Kaiyana, X. 12. 

Kamarupa. VJII. 4, 10. 
Kambhojas, the, V. 19 ; VI.'G. 
Kanauj (Mahodava), VIII. 9 : 
IX. 3, 11. 

Kanchipura or Kanchi (Conjee- 
veram), VIII. 2. 

Kanishka, VII. 6-7. 
Kannaradeva (Krishna III.), X. 
16. 

Kanvas, tlie, VII. 3. 

Kapilavastu, IV. 10. 

KariKala Chola, X. 24. 

Karma, doctrine of, III. IS. 
Kama (K. of Chedi), IX. 6 : X. 
IS. 

Kasi, kingdom, III. 6; V. 4. 
Kashmir history, IX. 12. 

Kathis, the. V, 10. 

Kausnmbi, V. 21. 

Kautalva. See Onmakya. 
Kevalin, IV. 6. 

Kharavela, VII. 2. 

Kharoshti (writing), V. 7. 
Khnsim, Muhamniad-ibn-, IX. 
9. 

Kirtivarman (Chandella), IX. 
5. 

Kolarian, I. 6. 

Koppam, X. 29. 

Kosala (X.), kingdom, III. 6; 
(S.), VIII. 2. 

Krishna, son of Dezaki, III. 19; 
V. 33. 


Krishna I. (RashtrakutnL X. 16. 

Krishna III., X. 16. 

Kshatriyas, III. S. See t:ls» 
Rajput. 

Kshemcndra, IX. IS. 

Kshiulrakas, the, V. 10. 

Kisdal-samgamaia, battle at, 
X. 291. 

Xulottungn 1. (Chol.9, X. 19, 
23-30. ' 

Kumaragupta I., VIII. 6. 

Knmarapala, X. 7 n. 

Kumarila (Bhatta). IX. 16. 

Kura! (poem), the. X. 24 n. 

Kurukshetra, III. 24. 

Kurus, the, III. 24. 

Kusauas, the, VII. 5-9 ; VIII. 6. 

Kttsinagnra, IV. 11. 

Laccadivls, X. 27. 

Lahore captured by the Mu- 
hammadans, IX. 10. 

Lakhnauti or l.akshmanavnti 
(Gaur), IX. S. 

Lalitaditva Muktapida, IX. 12, 
IS. 

Land-pilots in Rajptitann, V. 
20 . 

Land-tnY, V. 22 ; VI. 15 ; X. 33. 

Lata, X. 2. 

Law books (versified), VIII. 14. 

Law of crimes. VI. 16. 

Licchavi?, the, V. 3 : VIII. 1. 

Lingayat revival, the, X. 2(1 n. 
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Lokap3las, the, V. 32. 
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Magha (poet), IX. IS. 

Mafca-balipuram (Seven I'ago. 
das), X. 25 n. 

Mahabhara’.a, the, III, 22-25. 

Mahamalla _ (Narasimhav.it- 
roan), X. 25 n. 

Mahanandin, V. 2. 

Maharashtra, origin <>f *:■« 

name, X. 10. 

Mahavira. See Jainism. 

Mahay ana Buddhism, VI I. 6. 

Mahendrapala, VIII. 4. 
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Mabendrararman I. (Pal lava), 
X.25. 

Maliinria, VI. S. 

Mnhipala, X. 2S ; Vllf. 4. 
Mahmud, Sultan (Ghazni), IX. 

• 10 ; X. 7. 

Malioba, IX. S. 

Malabar, Intr. 10. See Cl/era. 
Malavas, the, V. 10 ; VIII. 4. 
Malik Kafur, VIII. 4 ;*X. 31. 
Mallas, the, V. 19. 

Mahva under the Parmars, IX. 
7. 

Manimekalai (poem), the, X. 
24 n. 

Mann, VIII. 16. 

Marathas, the, Intr. S. 

Marriage, early Aryan, II. 12. 
Marwar colonized, IX. 11. 
Mathura (Muttra), VII. 1. 
Matsyas, the, III. 6 ; V. 3. 
Manes, VII. 4. 

Maurynn empire, causes of the 
decline of the, VII. 1. 
Megasthenes, VI. 2 ; X. 10. 
Menander, VII. 1. 

Mewar (Udaipur), descent of the 
kings of, X. 6 n. 

Mihira Bhoja, VIII. 4. 
Mihiragula, VIII. 7, IS n. ; IX. 
12 . 

Mitakshara, the (law book), X. 
19. 

Monarch}', early, III. S ; V. 17. 
Monastic system, IV. 8, 13 ; V. 
32. 

Mongolians, I. 8. 

Munda, I. 6. 

Municipal institutions, VI. 14 ; 
X. 12. 

Munja (Vakpati), IX. 7 ; X. 18. 

Nafapana, VII. 4 ; X. 3, 11. 
Naishadha, IX. 18. 

Nalanda, V. 21. 

Nandas, the, V. S ; VI. 1. 
Nandivardhana, V. 2. 
Narasimhagupla (Baladitya), 
VIII. 7. 

Narasimhavarman (Pallava),X. 
25. 

Naraynna Bliatta (poet), IX. 18. 


Ncnrchus, V. 13-14. 

Nedunjeliyan, X. 24. 

Neolithic age, I. 11. 
News-writers, VI. II. 

Nicobars, X. 28. 

Nigama-Sabha, X. 12. 
Nirgranthn, IV. C. 

Ohind-Brahman, kings of, IX- 

10 . 

Ordeals, II. 19. 

Padmagcipta (poet), IX. 18. 
Falaeoliths, I. 5. 

Palas, the, IX. 4, 8. 

Palhavas or Pallavas, the, VII 
4 n. ; X. 13, 25-26. 

Panchalss, the, III. 6, 24. 
Panchayat, V. 22. See Village 
Goi'crtmicnt. 

Pandyas, the, VI. 6 ; X. 22, 
30-31. * 

Panini, VI. 20. 

Paniyans, the. I. 7. 

Paramardi (Chandella), IX. 11- 
Parantaka (Chola), X. 27. 
Parishad, III. 14- 
Parivrajaka, V. 28. 

Parmars, the, IX. 3, 7. 

Patala (Haidarabad), V. 14. 
Pataliputra founded, V. 4. 
Patanjali, VII. ll. 

Pava, IV. 6. 

Paurava (Porus), V. 10. 

Pegu conquered, X. 28. 

Persian connection, results of, 
V. 7. 

Persian envoys to Pulakesin II., 
X. 14 n. 

Persia overrun by the Huns, 
VIII. 6. 

Philosophy, schools of. III 17, 
tendencies, aims and systems, 
III. 18-20. 

Piyadassi. See Asoka. 

Porus and Alexander, V. 10. 
Prabhakaravardhana, VIII . 8- 
Prakrits, III. 21 ; V. 29 ; VI. 4. 
*Prasenajit, IV. 11 ; V. 4, 28. 

. Prataparudra II., X. 20. 

I Pratisfhana (Paithan), X. 9. 

I Pravarasena, VIII. <4 8 ; X. 13. 
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JVioUfw >•!, Iiisrc'litarv, Ilf. 0. 
Prithvtr.ijn (Chohnti), IX. 11. 
1‘uW’C works, X. '13. See Irri- 
gation and roads. 

PitinVcrim If. (Sat vast ava), 
Vffl. 10; X. 13,25. 
Pttlutttavi, X. 11. 

Pitliridas, tln\ VI, i\. 
Punch-inn'I. coin;:, V. 21. 
Pnnn.e., the, VIII. 14 n. 

Putt”:, s In*. II. JO, 

I’.trtt'.'taptir.s (IVi’tawar), VII. 
7. 

Ptsi'vamltiiamsn, III. 19 : IX. 
Hi. 

Pttrhv.tmiMa. VII. 3. 

< ifft.nN, > .! . of {he 

‘ <tf. X. :u. 

Iv At t\t. mistttrr in Italia, I. 1. 
Kaittc' 1 . (Ra'.’i.'rakutu:;), IX. 3. 

M va l,:tr •-.• t'li-da. X. K 2.1 
Nvndtiva • '(via, X. 27. 
KajnvrilM, V. •! 

H.'t'.inv.v*!. Sre A\ 

Rajaraia (Clmla), X. IS, 27. 
UniarvsliaM tpfif’.), IX. 1H. 
Kujondra Chela, X. ?7-?.s. 
Kaipnts, the. ris.> of, IX. 2; 

ideals IX 17. 
Ramavhandra (Vadnva), X. 2«». 
Kammnia, IX. 13 ; X- 35. 
Knrnay.iru. tin-. III. 22-25. # 
Rtishttakto,, Kto.litrukutns, X. 7, 

10, 13, 1*1. 25. 

Rttvivarman (Knl:«S'*Vh:iral. X. 
31. 

Religion of eatlv At vans, 111. 
1-4 . 

River;., lt'.'.'.o* i,r effects of Itfli.ia, 
Jntr, 7. 

Roads, V. 20 ; VI. 1«. 

Rock- temples, X. 24. See //• 
lino ; ('are temples; A/anta ; 
Seven /‘anodas. 

Roman Umpire, the, VII. 5 ; X, 
23. 

Romka tin fiuir.it), V. 21 . 
Rmlradaman, VII. 10 n. ; X. 4, 

11. 

Rmlrasena, A. 13. 


SAItAKtlJIN, IX. 10. 

Sacrifice, II. 2, 9, 13, 15; III. 
12, 20; human, I. 12. See 
also Aswamedha . 

Sajrala (Sinlkot), VII. 1. 
Sakari, X. .3. 

Snfcns, tlits. VIM. 

Snfccta. Vfl. 1. 

Sakti-uorship, IX. )6. 
Snkuntalu (drama), Vlll. 18 n. 
Sakvas, the. IV. 10 ; V. 5. 
S.nmatatn. VIII. 4. 

Santrliam (Tamil), X. 24. 
Snmhltas, If. 8. 

Snrnkhvn, III. 19. 
Sar’.mdrarrtipta, VIII. 2-J. 
S.vichi. VI. H, 19. 

Samtnln fCatha-an capital), V. 

12 . 

Samptl. Set Councils { Hud- 
dhist). 

Sankara or Sankaracharva, TX. 
15. 10. 

Sanskrit (l.mi;.), III. '.'I ; VII. 
11. 

San’.als, the, 1. 7. 

Saraswatl. Intr. 12; IT. In. 
Satakarni, X. 11. 

Satavakanas, the. See Andhra. 
Sat!. II. 12 ; VIII. Di IX. IP. 
Satraps, the, V, G ; VIII. 2, 5 ; 
X . 3. 

Satvaputras, the, VI. G. 
Satyasraya. See Pnlakesiv. 11. 
Scleiums (Xic.itor), VI. 2. 

Situ, It;tr. 12. 

Seven Pagodas, the, X. 24. 
SuMhattha, father n* Mahavira, 
IV. 5. 

Siddharfha. the Huddlui, IV. 10. 
Siddhapura, VI. 4. 
Silappadlknnun, X. 21 n. 

Silpa. See Caste, 

Stiver, V. 24 ; X. 23, 33 n. 
Sindh, history. IX. Ik 
Siturhaltsv (Ceylonese), inva- 
sion of South India, X. 31. 
Sisenapa dynasty, the, V. 4. 
Sivaskandavarntan, VI 1 . 10 n. ; 
X, 25 

Slavery, V. 22. 

Skamhujupta, Vlll. G. 
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Skylax, V. 6. 

Solauki. Sec Chalukya. 
Solomon, X. 23. 

Soma, II. 19.- 
Somadeva, IX. 18. 

Someswara (Ahavamalla), X. 
IS, 29. 

Somnath (Verawel), X. 7. 
Sopnytes (Saubhuti), V. 13.. . 
Sravakas, IV. 8. 

Sravnsti, V. 21. 

Sri, V. 32. 

Sriharsha (poet), IX. 18. 
Srikantba (kingdom) , VIII . 8. 
Sthaneswara (Thanesar), VIII. 
8 . 

Stupa (tope), V. 26. 

Subandhu. VIII. 18. 

Sudarsana lake, X. 3, 4. 

Sudas, K., II. 16. 

Sudraka, VII. 11. 

Sundara Pandya, X. 31. 
Sungas, the, VII. 3. 
Supparaka, V. 21. 

Sura, II. 19. 

Surassnas, the. III. 6 ; V. 3. 
Surveys, X. 33. 

Susruta, VII. 11. 

Sutras (Vedic), III. 13, (lav), 
III. 19. 

Suvarnagiri, VI. 11. 
Swavamvara, IX. 9, 11 n., 17. 


Tait.aba, X. 16, IS. 

Takkola, battle at, X. 27. 
Tamil hymns, X. 26. 
Tamralipti (Tamluk), V. 21. 
Tanjore, X. 16. 27. 

Taxation in kind, V. 22 ; VI. 
15. 

Telingana, X. 20. 

Telugu, X. 10, 17, 22. 

Tevaram, X. 26. 

Thanesar dynasty, the, VIII. 8. 
Thanesar, III. 24. See Slhanes- 
warn. 

Thomas. St., VII. 4. 

Tilak, Mr. B. G„ II. 2 n. 
Tirouri, battle of, IX. II. 
Tiruvaimoli, X. 26. 
Tiruvasagam, X. 26. 


Toleration, religious, VI. 9, 
10 n. 

. Tolls, V. 20 ; VI. 15 ; X. 30, 33. 
, Tomaras, the, IX. 3. 

, Toramana, VIII. 7. 

, Tosali, VI. 11. ■ 

Towns in the sixth century 
b.c., V. 20. 

Trade and trade routes, sixth 
century b.c. , V. 20, 21. 
Transmigration, theorv of, III. 
IS. 

Travancore, X, 30. See Quit on. 
Tribes (kingless), V. 19. 
Trilochanapala, IX. 10. 
Trimurti. V. 33. 

Tripuri (Tewar), IX. 6. 
Tritsus, the, II. 15. 

, Turks, the, VIII. 8. 


Ujjaix, V. 21 ; VI. 5 ; VIII. 5. 
Upanishads, the, III. 16 : IX. 
16. 

Urasa (Hazara), V. 10. 

Uruvela, IV. 10. 


V AG n el as (Baghels), the, IX. 
6 ; X. 7. 

Va'sali (Basarh), IV. 5. 
Vakatakas, X. 13. * 

Valabhi, history’ of, VIII. 10 ; 
X. 5, 6. 

Valmiki, III. 23. 

Vamana, VIII. 18. 
Varahamihira, VIII. 18. 
Vardhamana (Mahavira) , IV. 
5 ff 

Varna, II. 15; III. 7. See 
Caste. 

Vasudeva (Kanva), VII. 3. 
Vasudeva (JCusana), VII. S. 
Vasnmitra. VII 6. 

Vatapi (Badami), X. 13. 

Vatsa. V. 3. 

Vedanta. III. 19 ; IX. 16. 
Vedas, the, II. 8. 

Vengi countrv, the, X. 14, 15, 
18, 25, 27. ' 

Vidarbha, III. 15. 

Videhss,' the, III. 6.: ' , 

,? 
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Vi;:iiiinis.vi.nfl, X. J!». 

Vihnrti, V. l‘H. 

YikrutnnfUtvn, VIII. S. 
Vihraninditva, VI. ( Vikramnn« 
l:«). X. IV, 20. 

Viliv.iyakurn, See (,'att/ovti- 
/‘it (tv. 

ViIInRe lift-, r. Sod it.c., V. 22. 
Village Rmetninent, X. 21 . 

Virn Ballnln, X. 31. 
Vinirnjcntlrn. S. 20. 
YiruOimkii, V. 5. 

Visaklindntta, IX. 18. 

Vishnu Ynrdhann (Chalnkyn), 
X. I -I ; (Mnllnla), X. 20, 31,35. 
Vi : :hmt-u«f!.hi|», VIII. IS. 


Vrjjjian;,, tin-, V, 3, 
Vyasa, III. 23. 


Wiiiows, remarriage of, II. 12. 
Writing, V. 2ij 


Vakavas (DtvatjIriJ, the, X.20. 
Vni'iinvAlkyn (Jurist), VIII. 18. 
Yarovnrmnn (of Kannuj), VIH. 
4 : IX. IS. 

Yatitlheya confederation, the, 
VIII. 4. 

Yoga, III. ID. 

Ytjc-cliln, the, VII. 4. 


1'iu.vii n A,' r jiir ,f »— c-v/rs 




